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pe? ) 4 4 OYE eC je Ly ~ Oakland 
as First she yelled for Mother, her voice hardly audible, 
then her eyes held a and frightening look, and so she 


passed away, my sistdr Oye Ling. It was in the honely night 
) of the cold winter, the rain and wind covering the city in 
@ cloak of sadness and darkness. 

somehow I was glad for her, for now after these long 
years of suffering she was well, well in the sense that she 
no longer had to suffer anymore. iiother had warned us earlier 
that morning, telling us not to go near Oye Ling. She said, 
"Your sister Oye Ling is not well. I don't want any of you 
to come near the room." 

My brother Quai Fong and I listened to Mother, hardly 
understanding what it was all about, but we saw the weary and 
hopeless look in her eyes, and we knew then that something was 
to happen. 

- I remembered that night very clearyy, the rain was coming 
down in torrents, and I heard Oye Ling'’s loud and sickening 
cough echoing through the house in the early dawn of night. 
saison it made me sick. She had been like this for months, 
and she was getting worse. Three doctors had come to see 
her. But none dare to tell Mother the truth at all. But I 
guess Mother knew, for tried as she did, she betrayed herself 
that she knew that my sister Oye Ling was not ever to be well 
sgain. 

Mother spent all her money on her, every cent that she 
and Father made, but Oye Ling did not get better. Month by 
month she began to get thinner, until one day when 1 looked at 
her in the sun, I became afraid, for I did not realize that this 
dried up shell was my sister Oye Ling. 
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There was a back yard near the house then, and every 
Bingle day Mother would roll the bed out to the Sunshine, and 
there my brother Quai Fong and I would play with Oye Ling. 

She was not coughing then, and she was much fatter. But her 
face was pale and green, and her eyes were away somewhere, but 
Oye Ling never complained about anything. Sometimes I think 
she must be in terrible pain, but she did not reveal it to 
anyone at all. 

We used to sit in the sun with Oye Ling, my brother 
Quai Fong and I, out in the back yard, in the sun. Sometimes 
we would play black jack with her, and mah jong too, for we 
all knew how to play mah jong. I remembered one time when 
Oye Ling won a game, and the color rushed to her pale cheeks, 
then it was gone again. And she was pale, listless. 

Mother came out to the yard sometime, and she would 
git by my sister Oye Ling, and she said to her, "What would 
you like to eat tonight, Oye Ling?" And Oye Ling said in 
her tired voice, “I want to eat fish cooked with tomatoes." 
And that evening Mother woala buy some tomatoes and cooked 
them with a large fish. Oye Lyng Slways loved to eat tomatoes. 
But her face was always green. 

Her sickness started very strangely too. One day suddenly 
she found that she had a pain in her @egs. She did not say 
anything to Mother, and Mother did not know. But it got 
so worse that she could not walk. Mother knew then that some- 
thing serious was wrong and she sald to Oye ting one day, "How 
long has your leg been bothering you?" 

And Oye Ling said, "For the last two weeks." 

Mother said then, "You should tell me before it has gotten 
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—weese like this." Mother thought then, that it would be all 
right soon, but it was not. First Oye Ling found it wery 
difficult to walk, and she would fall down once in awhile. 
Mother said that perhaps Oye Ling had sprsined some muscle 
in her leg. 

Then the days went by, and we discowered that something 
was wrong With my sister Oye Ling. She seemed psralyzed all 
of a sudden. She would sit tn the chair, and then she would 
yell out, "I'm falling, I'm falling, " and we would have to 
rash quickly to her side to catch her. 

Mothe became afraid, and she called in a pulse reading 
doctor then and he said, "Perhaps she had sprained her leg." 
And he did A aerls would help my sister Oye Ling at all. 

One day my brother's Godmother came and said, "I have 
heard of some very remarkable tree leaves. ie take these 
leaves and bolled them in water, and this water is very remark- 
able for such cases." 

Mother asked her, "Where I can get these leaves?” 

And Godmother said, "Near Vallejo there are many such 
trees. I will get them for you the next time I go in to 
visit my friends." 

One day Godmother came to the house and she brought with 
her a whole group of these leaves, and iiother boiled them in 
water, and with this water she bathed Oye Ling's legs. But 
it aid no\ good. 

Oye Ling's legs were now void of feeling, and Mother pinched 
them one day. Oye Ling did not feel anything at all. Then 


an old Chinese woman came to our house and said, "I have heard 
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of a very good olinment, put on with goose quills. That would 
help you daughter," she said to ligther. 

Mother tried bras Oye Ling’'s legs. But it aid no\ good. 

Meny months had passed by now. Oye Ling was ne better. 

One day iiother decided to call in an American spaatal ine 
But Ching Shee, a neighbor, who lived right above aur house 
said, "Don't do it. They would murder your daughter for you." 
But Mother knew that she mast do something, so she called in 
the American specialist. Ching Shee didn't like it, but 
Mother realized to delay any longer was no good. 

But she did not call in a specialist. She called in 
a doctor, and the doctor came and said, “I will have to 
take her to the hospital and put some red mud on her." Mother 
consented, and she and my sister Oye Ling went there. Mother 
stayed with Oye iting all the time that she was at the hospital. 

, We went up to see her one day, and Mother was crying, 
in the corner of the room. My brother Quai Hong cried, so 
did 1. ‘hy we did not know. Mother and Father whispered 
together many times. 

Quai Fong s&id to me one day, "Do you think that Oye 
Ling is going to die?" 

"Don't say that," I told Quab Fong, "Of course she is 
going to get well." But somehow when I said that I wished I 
meant it. I don' t want my sister Oye Ling to die. 

Oye Lyng and Mother stayed at the hospital for many months. 

The red mud had all dried on her, but still Oye Ling coulda 


not movew her legs. 


Oye Ling and Mother came home one day and we were all 


glad. But when we saw Oye Ling, we became afraid, for she 
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was not looking well. 

Not long after that she developed a soft dry cough, and 
it came now and then. We didn't think it va eae serious. 

Oye Ling in Mother's room, and Ae ng the last few 
weeks of her life, Mother did not allow Quai i‘ong or me to 
go into ggsneess room. We noticed a faint and very peculiar 
odor coming out from the room. Mother was pregnant then, her 
stomach sticking out round and fat. 

My sister Oye Ling became worse, and Mother called in 
another doctor, and this doctor told Mother not to worry. 
After Oye Ling had died, the doctor told us that he knew Oye 
Ling was gohng to die, only he did not tell us, for fear that 
we might worry. 

One night Mother went to the hospital, and she stayed 
there for Bhree days. When she came back, we saw our new 
brother. But he was brought back to the hoppital immediately, 

Mother was sick, and her milk was poisonous, and the 
doctor said thet the baby should be brought back to the hoppi- 
tal to be taken care of. Oye Ling was glad to see liother 
back. She had developed a terrible and loud cough, spitting 
up strange color and a little blood. The doctor had given 
some pills for her, and these pills caused a lot of money. 

It lla te Ling Raul she died. I remembered how we 
_ 221d ? to phone three four times to the drug store to 
order these pills, and the man who delivered them to us 
knew that someone was going to die. 

It was in the lonely night that she passed away. I 


eannot forget that night. I cannot. For on that very day 


my baby brother Choy came back from he pelea told 
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me not to bring Choy into her room. 

Choy kept yelling very loudly. He wanted Mother, but 
Mother was to busy caring for Oye Ling. 

It was about three ofclock in the morning that it 
happened. Oye Ling was coughing loudly that night, very loudly. 
I became afraid earlier in the evening when she yelled out 
iond’t »Pather! Mother!" Then she was calm again. But I never 
forgot that yelling voice, so full of fear and lament, of 
death itself. 


a ae 


fhat night Quai Fong and I,with my brother Choy, went to 
bed. It was very dark when 1 heard Mother's weeping voice, 


echoing emptily through the house. I knew it had happened. 


Somehow no one had to tell me, I just knew. My brother Quai 
Fong said, "What is the matter?" 

I said, “I think that Oye Ling had died." 

And I was right. I dressed myself very quickly, and 

I went out to the kitchen. ‘here Father was, standing very 
quietly, saying nothing. 

Then he mumbled out, "Your sister Oye Ling died," 

I can hear M,ther's wailing voice, very sad, peculiar, 
Lost and empty. My brother Quai Fong came out too, holding 
Choy in his small arms. 

lily brother Quai Fong and 1 went into the room where 
Oye Ling died. Her face was drained white. She was a hollow 
corpse. iiy Mather sat on the chair near the bed, weeping, 
| erying her head off. I did not know what to do. i cried, 
-and then my brother Quai Fong cried. Father wept a little, 
but he tried not to show it. 


Ching Shee heard us, and she came down. She shook 
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her head. And I knew that she thinks that my liother had 
murdered Oye Ling, because she head called in and American 
doctor. 

Mother sat at the bedside, weeping for hours. ‘hen she 
wept and chanted a peculiar song, wailing and crying along. 
She continued for houss. I became afraid. My brother Quai 
Fong became afraid. But Mother chanted on and on. i went 
back to my room, trying to hide myself under the bed. But 
I could hear her wailing song of death. 

My sister Oye Ling had died, after three years of sicknesse 

I saw her white face on the death bed. Il have never seen 
a dead person before. I was afraid. I don't want to die. 

Morning came, and Mother was exhausted completely. Her 
eyes were all red with crying. Many friends gather od at 
our house, saying very little. 

| Somehow I cannot forget the white face of Oye ling. 

I cannot forget Mother's wailing song of death. 

I cannot forget that it was in the lonely night of the 
winter that it all happened. Now that 1 rememberS, 1 become 


afraid, and i know that i don't want to die. 
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‘the Chinese are the most Nee cetera people in the world. 


(This ssatence sounds fenilier, dowsn’ 6 itt) — iwpecially 


Chinese womal\having Chinese babies. ell, what kind dia 


&s in every other hinese event, a birth is accompanisd 
and 

with a great deal of t I 6@ celebration. 

and when 


Long ago in China, @ say long ago, we mean 


fe 
i a years ago, all mothérs hadchildren without the 


aid of a 4odctor, usually it was an old women, I guess the 


word for her, She acts as doctor 


is midwife. advisor, and - 
Toner in aiding the delivery of the new born babe. : 


Just to show what Chinese women suffered in the days of 


ehilabirth we will re@ateaseincident that happened to a farmer's 


wife in old China. It seemed that the old wife was expecting 


from 
a ¢@hild, but she worked in the fields, day till evening, months 


after month, and she knew herself that the child was coming, 
but still she worked on paying no heed to what was going to 
happened ta her. ‘Then whild she was working her child was 


po 
born in the fields, and she was alone, so she gather uo the 


new born baby in her apron, and ran into the house where she 


slit the baby from her with an old piece of broken crogkery. 


And after the baby was born, then she came back out ifito 
the fields, and there she worked again, as though nothing was 
the matter with her. 

And that? not only happens to this woman alone, all.Chinese 
women in fe pane. inst as soon as the baby is delivered. 

And they can stand it too, and@ihave one child after another 


just like that. ‘Sometimes it is hard to understand how~they 


os as Srinvesve and unsanitary still pe ° 


| Cletus pay_a visit to t the | stork and follow it on its 
mere tis Lone, non months of darkness 


4 a 


dark and aysterious course 
ae meat happens. 

“We will say that a wife is expecting a child. Hew.doss— 
UE rcre is taped ane beet Then during the long days of 
Pes, she would place an 1461, usually that of a Goddess, 


| and she would place this idol under her bed. And some women 


laree, and ovdr the dangerous age. 
And because a woman is expecting a baby is no sign that 
she is an invalid, for the woman would continue to. work, up 
to the time when the baby is born. ‘Whey do not take things 
> ancy; like the western woman. itt—seems—thet—heving-a~baby is™ 
* | slmost_next-to-nothing,-en-ordinary-happening tos married 


At the time of the delivery of the baby the mother would 
go to her bed, and an 01d woman woujd be along to take tare 
| of her ena the baby. After the baby is born, the mother 1s 
forgotten, and the attention of the baby is cared for. Usually 
Las mother siete ap right after the birth of the child, and goes 


ve her work. 


a baby is vom in nost unseni tary condittens, ~and the 


“the modern conviences of the hospital. 


z oe — condition is slightly better, but we are 
»me—0 ose remote villages, conditions 


y would let this idol stand under the bed until the baby is quite 


+ Orett 


of a ba 
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kill the girls. Some of the waysthey do it ig like this. 
They would heat the stove very hot, and when the eopogeee very 
hot, then they would pit the baby girl there, and let her burn 
to death, or another way, like putting strong tobacco in the 
eyes and nose of the child, so he would eatesente to death. 

If a baby is born Piney usually he is taken away to 
a far away ditch, and there he would be thrown, without any 
clothes or box. And the household would burn a long string 
of firecrackers to scare away all the evils of the unfortunate 
event. 

Of course, nothing would please a Chinese person more 
than to have a Uhinese boy, especially for a first baby. Boys 


are the higher sex to a Chinese man. However, thanks to 


modern thinking and infltence girls are not looked down to as 


they used to be. 


There is another incident that I heard about the birth 


- in China they always use 01d pieces of brokén 
dishes to eut the bapy from the mother{ Now it happened in 
this case that the baby was born, but something didn't come 
lain, but it is whet 1 heard,” “ell, the ola 


wrong 
woman realized that something was Stvine,-so she took a 


out, I can't e 


long chain and tied the cord of the mother, and the old woman 


turned around. Just\ then something happened, it happened that 


the cord bounced back, \ and so the chain and all went into 


the mother, and she was \killed. tthewt—t—don*+—know what I'm _ 
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" Whemever” there is a birth, there 4ze always pigfeet cooked 

; with vinegar and ginger, and also chicken cooked with whiskey. 

| “they are the two important foods for the occasion, and of course 

ary red dyed eges and roast pork, alWhough they de” nat come till 
the baby is a month old. 

And we found out that in some places the people do not 

let any strangers see the baby from the third day till the baby 
is @ month old. It seens that strangers have a tendency to hurt 
‘the baby. 

The third day after the baby is born is quite an lnpaaeane: 
day, gece day many pots of boiling pigfeet are cooked, and 
also chicken cooked with atrone whiskey and ginger. When these 
are cooked, they are passed around to the different rehatives 
and friends. | 

Gookine the pig pig is not a very hafd job. First it is 
nécessary to have the genuine Chinese black vinegar. Raw ginger 

_is pat into the vinegar and cooked until soft, and the Tinea 


) oe 
[| is boiling. hen the pig feet are washed, and put into the 


ge ot oe 


boiling orheca for aay es minutes. Then the fire should 
be darken, and let the pig feet simmer there for about ten or 
, fifteen minutes, and then they are ready to be eaten. 
ee In some cases people put sweet brown sugar into the vinegar 
to take away the vdry sour taste of the black vinegar. 
After these pig feet sare cooked, they are passed around to 
the friends, and whenever the friends drop in to pay a visit 
to the baby, they are served these pigfeet. 
Ana the way they make chicken whiskey is like this. They 


my ave good mushrooms and small pieces of pork, andthey cooked thks 
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‘whiskey. 


the rest of the family. 


letter day in his life. 


into the 


: mer chicken is added with good cupfuls of strong 


benat*s all, and it is ready to eat. dust cooked 


until the chicken is ready, and the chicken whiskey is already 


aenex 

cs after the baby is born, the mother does not eat with 
She eats alone until a full month 
had passed by, and they even do that in America too, in some 
of those old fashioned families. it is bad luck to have a 


Myit paw" eat at the same table until the proper amount of 


days had passed by. 


When the’ baby is one month old, then that day is a red 
Hor that day many eges are dyed 


red to celebrete his "shaving" day. All babies when they 


are one month old have their heads shaved usually by the 

mother or else by another o4d woman who had plen$Jy of children. 

Me duothe: would allow her baby to be shaved by a woman who 

has few children, or by mothers who babies had died at birth. 

They want someone with a robust and full life. ; 
Ked dyed eggs are imoortant on this day. A big pot 


of water is heated snd then when the water is suite hot, the 


ezes are dropped into it one by one until the pov is about 

cooked until they are quite hard, 
dropped 

Ghinese red paper are slowly tnmerged 


half full. The eggs are 
and then a few pieces of 
water would make the color seep oat 


water. The hot 


and the eggs are then naturally dyed a soft pink color. 


a) ees the mother wishes she could put in many pieces of rad 


wits 


[paper and the eggs are dyed a dark deep red. 


na ages are not the only thing for this important day. 


anno’ think : of Chinese red eggs without wel pktng.. of 
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Gites eas The raw ginger is peeled into small thin 
es and they are soaked with rich vinegar and suger. 
are ready they are taken out and small pieces of seeds 


| are sprinkled over them. This ginger is ecaten with the CLL. 


Another important food for the celebration of the month 
| 01a baby is chicken. ‘the chicken is cooked andiiters passed 


around to the friends. If the friend is a very close 4 


im instead of one half of a chicken. 


sgn amar gO a given to h 
And also TSUs> pork. A pig is roasted and then it is cut 


up, and each friend gets a pisce. 


The hundredth dey afte# the birth of the baby is known 


as “bock law" andbnts is quite an important day. The baby 


is given some cooked food to eat. 
we have heard something very strange about this day. 


Whatever the paby does on that day, he usually does when 


he grows Upe As in the case of a certain babys On his 


one hundredth dey of life he woke up. ‘he first dhing that a 


he did was to pick up a book. The friends and parents were 


Soin for it was a Sign that the boy was to be developed into 


3 ‘scholar. And he did too when he grew Up. 


Another case was that of another baby. She woke up, 


and the first thing she aid was to pick up a bowl of rice, 


@ 


said that she never 
\ would ; 
irl weeké never 


| began to eat. aut to eat. The mother 
e to worry: about her girl, for her g 
1d she is alive boda. always eet ts ae : 
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After one hundred full days nad passed by the mother 
could bring the baby over to her mother's house, and not before 
then. 

And another thing. if the mother goes out of the house 
before the proper amount of days had passed by, she must 


cover her head up and not let anyone see her. An old Chinese 


custom. gee a é Wi r 

But forsunately for “ail of as, in America very few of 
the old customs 4s followed. 

In America when a Chinese woman has a baby, they would 
have hhe pigfeet and chicken whiskey. And on the third day 
they would have the rea dyed eggs, and the baby'& head would 
be shaved. . 

There is none.of that putting idols under the bed, and | 
all those silly customs. 

, Even in some cases, the Chinese woman would have the 
baby at home to save on expenses. I know that quite a few 
women who have one or more of thdir babies born at home. 

T guess that even the modern Chinese women still follow 
some bf the old customs.” wspecially that of giving oig feet 


and chicken whiskey and red eggs. I guess that this custom’ 


will always remain forever. 


ut do not despair. ‘the modern Chinese oegaee are 


getting smart. They do not have as much children és théir 


parents. 50 poor little stork will have time to rest 
: we 


up after the hard woxk he has done~for the Chinese people. 
And other people. 

cae, 
"Are you. 1tStening, junior’ 


rw 


Ant janie: said, "Phooey, stork my_eyet 


Chinese Christmas Jon Lee . 


| ageth Oakland 
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Chinese Christmas strange as it might seemg is not a 
day celebrated like the December twenty-fifth of the Occident 
world. The Chinese Christmas is more a day of thanks, resembling 
somewhat Thanksgiving day of the Pilgrims. 

The main idea of the Chinese Christmas £5 of course to 


thank the Gods for his kindness for the year around for the 


erops which he so ably supplies to the farmers. And on the day 
of Chinese Christmas, a big feast climax the celebration. 

As in most Chinese holidays the exchanging of gifts 
is very common. In some villages of China the married 
daughter is not supposed to be at her mother's home on the 
day. It is a rule that the married deughter under no cir- 
cumstances could dine at the home of her mother. 

Usually the married daughter would buy many gifts and 
carried them to the mother's house in big bamboo baskets. 
The big feast in the evening is to thank the Gods for the 
plentiful supply af food and the prosperity of the year. 

Chihese Christmas is almost exactly like Thanksgiving. 
The most important thing for the day is food. Instead of 
Turkey, the Chinese make "tong yuen" a very original and 
tempting dish, although one can not eat much of it. 

This is made |with rice flour. First the flour is made 
into a soft white doagh until it reaches a smooth and pasty 
consistency. @hen small piece is taken into the hands 
and a small piece porwn sugar is wrapped right into the 
middle of the doug The dough is then rolled into a round 
ball. Meanwhkle a big bowl of hot poiling water is rapidly 


poiling. Into this \boiling water is put many many small 
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tempting dishes to help with the flevor. Sometimes it's dried 
Shrimos and bones of pork. 

4s in e1l Chinese foods, the tong yuen is divadea into 
two different &knds. The salted and the sweeten. 

fhe only difference is that instead of putting a small 
piece of brown sugar in the middle of the dough, one could 
put smell pieces of pork, or shrimps in the dough and one 
would have the salted kind of "tong yuen." 

In most homes the mother would meke this special food 
and the whole familp woulda enjoy it very much. The "tong 
yuen" is just as important as a tarkey is to Thanksgiving. 

Strangely enough chines Sav labens is.a very quiet 
over here. It is not one tenth as ex¢eiteng as December twenty- 
fifth, nor one fifth as exciting as Thanksgiving. 

In most homes today, the mother Would perhaps have s 
chicken killed for the day, and perhaps she would buy some 
roast duck, and these fancy foods sre used in the evening. 
Usually the housewives would not make any "tong yuen" at all, 
Only in those homes where old Superstitious women live would 
they do it. | 

eee the people have a merry meal in the 
evening and the Chri staas is over. 

In other words Chinese Christmas is something like 
Thanksgiving. 
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nee was : a snake, and this snake was always eating 
ena the eocnis all around the eountry side got 
of this snake, and they were afraid of his power. This 


At night the snake would change into something small, 


and he would eat up its victims. 


here happened to be a traveler, a new traveler who had 


traveled into this regkon of the snake, and he was walking along 
the road when he heard @ strange voice calling him. this traveler 


answered this strange voice, and he saw a man in the distance. —_ 


J 
a a 


At first the traveler was quite puzzled at this strange happen- 


ing to have a stranger called him. But nevertheless he went 8 
on his way until he reached a certain inn and he demanded 9 room. é 
the owner of the place asked hin, Didca certain strange . 

man call your name on the road? fe 
Yes, the stranger said. By 

And aia you answer him? 4 

ui aid, the stranger answered. a 

Then I cannot let you have a room, the innkeeper said. on 

eas 


But for what reason? the stranger demanded. 


The man that called your name was not a man, but a man 


aoe snake. 
; ‘Then the innkeeper explained to the stranger about the 


Oy. and the stranger knew that he was geome 4 to die. 


ae papeened of that z) gene was passing By the inn, and 
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And this monk then stopped st the same inn that the stran- 
ger was, and he said to the innkeeper, Let the Stranger stay 


here for the night. The snake would not get him, I am sure of 
that. | 3 


¢ 


And the innkeeper saw this monk, and he knew that the monk 
was telling the truth, and he said, Then I will let him rest here 
for the night. 

So the monk went before the stranger and said, I have some- 
thing to give you, and this something is very important. I 
want you oo uat in under your pillow for the night. When you 
Sleep and hear something ratgling loudly, then that is the time 
to pull your pillow away, and then something would happen. i 
And I am to do that tonight? 


ae Yes, the monk said, and be sure to pull the pillow away 
| when you hear something rattling, otherwise it would be too late. 
; I will remember everything, the stranger said. 
| And then the monk went away. 
; fhat night the stranger tent to bed, very much afraid 
and scare. "Many times he thought that he heard the rattling 
under his pillow, but he knew that it was his imagination. | 
But soon, despite his fear, the strenger fell asleep, and 
bax, - night cacie on. 
| The snake had changediinto something small, and when he 


reached the room of the stranger, he changed back into a snake 


A ee 
> 


again. 


The stranger was still asleep. Suddenly there was a 


loud rattle under his pillow, and the stranger woke up witha 


start, and he saw the snake very close to him, and he quickly 
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pulled his pillow away, and from bel torah Sprang a small 


bird. The snake and the bird want up on the roof of the house 
and there @ great battle took place, and in the end the snake 
was killed, and was recaptared by themonk, and the stranger 
thus was spared his life, and since then, there was no more 


killings by the man eating Snake, for he was no more now. 
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2 stories ut jhe SHadqw and the Ground Gods 


The farmer was going home from work in the late svening 
when suddenly the wind took on an ominous howl, and he heard 
\ Aa wailing sound saying, "You better be careful, you better be 
7 careful.” The farmer at first thought that it was the howl of 
ig AY, the wind, but when he listened carefully again, he heard the 
Wa sounds. The wind seemed to be a big heavy shadow pushing, and 
\° pushing and took on a rapid velocity. The night was dark and 
: the farmer was going home. 
)\\ a Then suddenly a bright and glaring light flashed in the 
| darkness of night and began to recede back and back until it was 
just a tiny speck. Now this farmer was a farmer who could pene- 
trate into the darkness of night, as he was one who always eat 
cat's eyes. And he was able to see into the form of a ghost, 
and whey he saw this great mass of shadows moving, he immediately 
took to his heels, running as fast as he could, not daring once 
to turn back to see what the shadow was doing. The farmer felt 
the cold and icy grip of something gaining up on him moment after 
moment and the howling of the wind felt as if it was pushing 
him backwards. 

The farmer ran on when quite unexpectedly he stumbled over 
ieee anger of rock and he rolled over on the ground two or 
three times. His head was completely bruised and hurt, and the 
blood was streaming down in red streams of torrent, gushing and 
splashing all over his face. He sat up rapidly and saw the 
piece of roek from which immediately sprang two transparent 
shadows. ‘he dark Berea see rent in front of the farmer, but 
somehow or the other, it could not manage to come forward. The 


two transparent shadows were blocking his way. 


Siete mere . 
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Then the dark shadow yelled out, "Youy are very fortunate, 
you are very fortunate." The farmer looked through the two 
transparent shadows and shw the dark shadow Boing back and back. 

chen the two transparent shadows Sprang back into the 
rocks on the ground and the farmer found hinself alone. 

The farmer went home and told everyone about his strange 
experience. And his mother said, "It is the two ground Gods. 
they are good to you. Tomorrow I will go to the temple and 
burn incense to them. ‘They have saved your life." 

The next day in the early morning the mother went to the 
temple and burn the incense. ‘fhe poor farmer was sick at home. 
Day by day his hair began to fall until he was almast bald. 
Never for one day did the mother miss going to the temple, and 
every single day she burnéd incense and punks. yvlowly but 
gradually the farmer began to see his hair coming back to him. 
After many weeks in bed, the farmer was completely well. Anda 
every day when he passed by the rock from which sprang two 
Shadows he said, "I will never forget you two and how you have 
Saved my life. I am very grateful to you." And he would 
light incense and shudder a little when he reslized how near 


death he was on that strange day. 
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It was one of those hot days, and the lonely traveler 

came upon the barren hills, and he looked all over the country 

side and saw nothing exceot the egpty land, barrenjand bare except 

for a tree here and there. He looked all over the land, search- 
ing for some sort of human life, anything that could break this 

S\y N strange and dminous silence, a silence that seemed void, away 

NY ana@ apart, as though as if the very silence itself wss enough 
to swallow him completely. 

Ns He walked along for many hours and soon the sun was beginn-~ 
ing to Sink into the @igtent hills, and as yet the traveler was 
not tq sight of any village or place where he can rest for the 
night, and he was worried as he was a stranger and was not familiar 

| with the land. 

Then far away, resting in the shadows of the evening, he 
thought he saw group of houses and pedOple moving to and fro,and 
the traveler directed his attention toward the village. He knew 
he would have to take qhite a time to reach the village. ‘o make 
a short cut, the traveler had to go over a nearby hill. This he 
did, and soon he came upon a crude cemetery, where many graves 
snd coffins could be seen on top of the ground. 1t was not yet 
night, and the traveler hurried on. 

Then suddenly like the sound of striking lightning, one 
of the coffins burst opén with a terrific screeching sound. A 
cold chill chill ran down the spine of the traveler, and because 
it was night, and because of the vast and quiet silence, and 
pecause of cemetery, the trevier seemed as though he was frozen 
in his feet. But he maneged to turn just in time to see a fantastic 


and jnhuman figure emerging fopm the coffin. 
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The trevler took to his heéls immediately, with the ghost 
chasing rapidly after him. ‘he traveler was surprised at his own 
speed as he headed directiy for the Wiitegel He was running so 
fast that he took a complete somersault and the ghost did the same. 
The night was coming on very repidly, and the sky was getting darker 
and derker, and the traveler was wondering to himself if he was 
running straight toward the village or not. 

He'was so afraid that he did not dere to turn sround to 
find out if the ghost fe sti11 chasing him or not. ‘hen he reached 
the village and all the inhabitants came out to inouire as to what 
was the matter with him. He hastiXly explained everything and the 
men of the village shook theirshead. 

"Where is the ghost now?" one of the old men asked. 

"I do not know," the traveler explained, “he got lost 
soniewhere." 

"We must burn his coffin tomorrow," the old nS ssid, "this 
is one of those ghosts that comes out in the morning end then 

tei ae to the earring at night. This ghost goes back to the 
coffin because it is night now. And unless we kill him, he will 
keep on chasing people who go near his coffin." 

So in the early morning, just before the hours of dawn 
a group of picked men trodded their way up the hills toward 
the cemetery. They carried with them kerosene and sticks to 
combat the ghost in case he should bother them. 

When they reached the hill, the men carefully approached the 
cemetery from a point in which they can come forward without 
being seen. then they carefully poured the oil and set fire to 


the coffin. The coffin went up in blazes and became ashes. 
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The whole group of men watched with astonished eyes the 
crumbling of the coffin into ashes. 

"Now this ghost dannot bother anyone from now on," the 
old man said. 

fhe traveler at this moment felt as though something heavy 
and bothersome seamed to come out from him, as though he had 
suddenly woke up from a terrible bad dream. 

Then the whole group of men went down the mountain and 


traveled:back to the village. 
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The Ghost 


Many hours of that hot day had the lonely traveler 
walked through the desolate barren country. No signs of 
habitation, just bare, empty land and a silence that lay 
like a pall, oppressive and stifling. As night came on he 
saw a group of houses in the distance and hastened over the 
bleak hill to reach them before darkness came on. 

As he hurried on he passed near a cemetery. Beside 
the graves many coffins were placed on the ground. Just as 
the darkness settled over the hill the heavy silence was 
broken by a loud, screeching, tearing sound. Terrified, 
the man turned just in time to see a fantastic, non-human 
figure emerge from a coffin. 

The traveler took to his heels immediately and made 
all speed toward the village. Right after him sped the ghost. 
foo frightened to look behind because of the ghost and un- 
certain of the way, he rushed blindly into the lights of 
the village. All the villagers came out to know the cause 
of his fright. 

When he explained about the ghost an old man said, 
"We must burn his coffin tomorrow. This is one of those 
ghosts who leaves his coffin at night and goes back in the 
daytime. Unless we destroy him and his coffin he will cone 
tinue to chase any who passes near his coffin." 


Early the next morning the traveler and a group of 
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old men proceeded to the cemetery. They carried with them 
: kerosene and sticks to combat the ghost in case he should 
pother them. They approached quietly and carefully poured 
the oil on the coffin and set it afire. And as the coffin 
burned the traveler felt as though 4 weight were being 
lifted from his chest and spirit, as though he were now 
waking from a horrible dream. 


Sy 


y resembles very much a story which we wrote 


- 


aloe Probably it is the same story, bat whieh 


| where journeyed {nto the region of the man-eating snake 
a lonely traveler, and he was making 4 short eut over the 
Oe a \ : 
< hill when a voice said, Where are you goingy And have you 


eaten rice? 


And then the ae turned @ round and saw a man quite 


yter away, and he answered, i am going up to a hut in the hill. 


And I have lost my way. Just then the travelef noticed that 


eg the man who called him sudijenly disappeared into the distance. 


4 
And the travier was quite surprised at this, but he went on 


his way. Soon he came upon the hut, and he went in to change 


his clothes, and there was an old man there and this old man 


gaid, Is there anyone who called you while you were walking? 


And the traveler said, Yes, there was a man that called mr 


MGs 


ake 


pid you answerf him? | 
Yes, afd, the traveler said. a 


what was @ man-eating snake, and whenevef angone answered 


pa Rt when it calls, then that person is doomed to be killed by 


this: monster. - 

But I dia not know, the traveler said, otherwise I would 
oy have answered him then. 
_ verhaps there is something that 1 can do to help you, the — a 


foo Ss 


ola an aids 
will do rh a you ree the traveler snswered. 
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worth trying. I am going to give you something, but you must 
promise me that under no circumstance would you open it to find 
out what it is. utherwise you are doomed to die then. And this 
is very important. 

1 wtrll follow your instructions very carefully, the traveler 
answered quickly. 

itihave here, the old man said, a hollow bamboo. In this 
bamboo I have placed something that would take care of this 
snake. I want you place this under your head phen you go to 
bed tonight. And be sure to keep your eyes awake. And keep the 
room very dark. Let the snake come into your room, and when 


it 
ke is very close to you, then thet is time to open the bamboo, 


horde 


and 1 am sure that what 1 have put into the Bed Low wonld be 
enough to take care of the man-eating snake. 

‘that night the man went to bed, and he kept his eys awake. 
then towards late night he heard sa sound in his room, and out 
ext from the corner of his eyes the man saw the snake slowly 


approaching towards him. Just as the snake was about to 


a 
kill him.the man took out the bamboo from under his head, and 42— 


) 


let loose the small thin shest of tissue paper at one end. 
Just then a lond and menacing sound eame out of the mouth of 
the snake. And the man could hear the snake yelling its head 
off, and running rapidly out of the room. 

In the early morning the traveler went to the old man 
and said, fhe snake came yesterdsy, and I did everything that 
you told me to do. 

| Good, the old man said, and what happened. 
Well, the man said, 1 heard the snake give forth a loud 
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yell, and it ran out of the room quickly. 

We will go and find him, the old man said. 

So the two men then went towards the woods and soon they 
discovered the snake on the road. 

Why, it looks just like a man! tie traveler said. 

whe old man appreached towards the dead snake and he 
Said, My trick had worked, he said. 

What did you put in the bamboo‘the traveler said. 

where are many flying ants in that bamboo. And these 
ants threw into the ears of the snake and killed it. ‘these 
snakes are very afraid of such ants, like bp aagtins is afraid 
of a small mouse. 

And the traveler came forwards and he saw the ears of 
the man-eating snake with a big hole in them. 

You are very lucky, the old man told the traveler, you 
hee fortunate to get away from it. 

Ana that is because of your marvelous brain, the traveler 
said, to think of that really amazing way of combating it. 

So the two men then went down the hill and made their 


way back to the hut. 


to have dinner with him. One of the sons-in-laws was 
—. was a merchant; and the third was a school 
teacher. Many times the father-in-law had told the robber son- 
ape 72 to give ap his wandering and unstable way of making his 
Sf living, but always the robber had paid no attention to him 
whatsoever. On 6he day of the dinner the father-in-law said 

to the son-in-law who was a robber: I have here two hundred 
dollars, and it is all the money that i have. 1 will pat this 
money under my bed. if in any way you could get this money 

} withous Waking me, then-‘the money is yours. . if you cannot 

. get it successfully within three days, then you will have to 
promise me that you will give up your life of waaderlust and 

Bb settle down Be hs fants dollars which 1 shall give to yon, 
; since you did not get if suécessfully. “he robber son-in-law 
thought for awhile and then said: I am willing to take the 
chance then. The father -in-law said; You hawe but Khree days 
= to ao it, and do not forget your promise to me in case you:could 
si not Peg it. 1 will remember, the son-in-law said. “that night 
; the father-in-law thought of a plan which he knew would not 
fe) et. He placed his faithful dog near his bed, and in the 

a same room he placed the merchant son-in-law who was also a £500 


"fighter, He told the robber son-in-law to go up to the attic 


ans the phe for obtaining the money bhi ot 
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he son-in-law’ S head. He decided to try his > 


sh night. i. third night came, and he took a 

fee Ane it with 2 string, and he let cuae down ewe 

ee saw it, and he began to reach for it. ‘through a crack in 
sae a wood, the young son-in-law began to pull the pig feet away 
from the dog, and the dog followed the ‘pig feet, for it wanted 
my very much. ‘the dog was gotten rid of. Then the panoin-law 
slowly came down from his attic, Ene he very quietly carried 

the sleeping merchant up to his room in the attic. Then the son- 

Meta \ittea hia Pather-tn-ien up and he got the money from 

fe oe ander the bed. Now before the oJd man had went to sleep that 

ee night, he had instructed the other two sons@bin-laws that if anyone 

, of them heard the dog barking, he Was to get up and hit loudly 

a on the gong, right near his bed. And this gong would wake ap 

| everyone. the robber son-in-law had accidentally heard that, 

7 and right now, after he had seek taken the money, he let the 
heavy gong down, and he es pail’ falloFt water, and sie that 
in the place where the gong originally was. Now the dog haa 

a. finished his pig ak and he came back into the room of his 

oa. master, and he saw the robber eet tan ehara: B& began to : fs 

give forth loud barks, and it made so much noise that it woke i 

. up the i teenine merehant, the one that was carried upstairs to 

Ms the attic by the robber. ere up then, and he came down, 


and he lifted the heavy pole,he began to beat the gong, but ‘a 


pict of he goig, he hit the pail, and the water came step 
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much noise as possible. The father-in-law was a11 wet, and the 
merchant still did not know what it was all about. But the robber 
son-in-law sat in the middle of the room, very quiet and noncha- 
lant and smiled at everyone. Well, mp father-in-law, he said, 

I got the money. And the father-in-law knew that it was true, 

and there was nothing that he could do at all. ‘he merchant and 
the school teacher sat there, looking at each other, and they 


knew that their brother-in-law had made a fool out of then. 
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and the tiger was always calm and quiet when he was near. 
One day the hunter reached out to give the tiger a piece of 
meat. Quick asa flash of iightning the tiger bit deep into 
the hunter's hand. The hunter screamed. Running up at the 
sound, the teacher called out, "Stop", and the tiger let the 
hunter's hand go. 

iverybody was surprised, but the teacher was more 
surprised than anybody. He had called out unintentionally 
and the tiger's obedienes awed him. He had iong ago forgotten 
the incident of the hurt tiger. 

Soon after this the hunter said to the teacher, “The 
tiger is uncontrollable. He is fond of you, So you shall have 
him." The teacher accepted the tiger and it grew to be as 
tame as a kitten. ‘The children beeame fond of it and it 
played about the yard with them. 

One day there was an important excursion; the teacher, 
the pupils, and, of course, the tiger went along. One of the 
little boys fell into the water and started to drift away. 
Nobody knew how to awim but the tiger jumped in and pulled 
the boy to the bank. The tiger ,hhowever, was drowned in the 
effort. His body was taken up and buried in the school yard. 
The teacher and pupils mourned the death of their faithful 
friend. 

People heard the story of the faithful, loving animal 
and sent thelr children to the séhool. Soon the teacher had 
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so many pupils and made so much money that he tore down 

the old school and built a fine strong building in its place. 
And all this came about because of the tiger. The 

school teacher had done a kind deed when he was young and 

thus the tiger repaid hin. 
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| Pe One day a priest saw'a man @n the road, and he said to 
him, "I see something haunt ing you. It is vineaut ewe She 
Ree: is not a human being, but a evil spirit who had come from 
‘ ice darkness of the graveyard." When the man heard that, 
i ) he ata not believe, and he said to the priest, "My wife is 


A a very beautiful woman, and I am sure that she dbd not come 


4 
ro _ from af graveyard." The priest said, "You do not believe me, 


peo d . bali prove to you. Tonight do not sleep, but pretend 
that you are in deep slumber. When the night is at its 
blackest, the body of your wife will leave from her skeleton, 
with only the bones remaining on the bed. You shall follow 
this moving body, and she shall lead you to @ graveyard where 
foe rane dwells every night." Beri sions ceitn fright, the man 
asa not know what to do. eopl ts the sincerity of the priest, 
he could not believe that his wife was an evil spirit from 
the world beyond. When he reached home, he did not tell his 
wife of what he had heard. ‘There was a fear in his heart 
that night when he went to bed. The thoughtthat his wife 
was @ ghost kept tormenting him. Soon he heard the regular 
presthing of his wife. He watched her, but nothing happeneds. 
However, he kept s close watch on her, and then when the 
\ See night was at its blackest something happened that startled 
| ata greatly. Slowlyythe body of his wife became transparent, 
: "He coala see the bones under the transparent skin. Gracefully 


the transparent body raised itself and bese ae drifted out of the 
a the husband ha aks followed, racing oe the 
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Then it made its way to a lonely coffin, lifted the top ana 
slid into it. Horrified, the husband stood there, still 
unable to believe his eyes. ‘hen Suddenly he remembered what 
the priest had told him. "When your wife goes into the 
coffin, you must paste a piece of red paper on the opening 

of the coffin, then she would not be able to get. out." Quickly 
the man did as the priest had instructed. Fearfully he made 
his way home. fo his complete surprise when he reached home 
he saw the skeleton missing from the bed. And his son 

who was sleeping in the bed had vanished away. he had gone 
back to his ghost mother, and the man was never able to find 
his son again. And he knew that what the priest had told - 
him was the truth after all. 
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Thousand League Horse Jon Lee 


oF Oakland 
ere 


There was a king, the narrator said, snd: he had a son, and 


this son always gets what he desires, and the father always gives 


\nim what he wants. No matter what it is, the son wlways gets it, 


whether it be money or things. Well, one day this son went before 


\\ hiS:fether and he said, I wish to have a thousand league horse. 


Amd the King said, And what do you wish a thousand league 
horse for? 

The son said, 1 have heard that a thousand league horse 
could perform miracles, and that it is able to travel long distaneées 
in a very short time. And I wish to have one. 
| And the king said, But how could 1 get you one. ‘These horsds 
are very rare, and they are very hard to acquire. 

And the Son sate But 1 wish to have one soon. 

There was nothing that the king could do, and he thought 
of a way in which he could get a thousand league horse and there 
Rae @ bad man then, and he was supposed to be executed very soon, 
and one day the kine eallea him forth and said to him, If you 
could acquire a thousand league horse for my son, then your life 
would be spared. 

And the bad man listened to what the king said, and then 
answered, I will try my very best. And the king said, I will give 
you but six months to acquire a thousand league horse, and if after 
that time you do not come back with a thousand lesgue horse, then 
you will “gen 

Then the king dismissed the bad man, and he said to his son, 
I have sent a person to search for a thousand league horse, and 
very soon you shall heve it. 


And so the son was satisfied with it all, and he said, 1 
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Shall wait until that time and no longer. 

Well, that bad man he went to the different villages and 
hamlets and he inquired here and there, but always he got the 
same answer, We do not know of a thousand league horse, or where 
you can get one. 

the monshs speeded by, and sill the bad man was not able 
to find a horse, and he was afraid that if he went back to the 
king and reported that he aid not find a thousand league horse, 
he would die, so he went far into a certain village, and he 
found that a certain man owned a thousand league horse, and he 
went before this man and said, I have heard that you possessed 
a thousand league horse, and 1 must have one for the king's son. 
If I do not get it before the six months allowed me is up, i 
shall die. 

And the man said, I em so sorry. I have a thousand league 


horse, and he has just recently die and we are going to bury it 


today. So thks man then led the bad man to his back lot, and there 


he saw a white horse, white as snow, dead on the ground. 


I would have this horse, the bad man said, and 1 shall bring 


it back to the king. 
fhat i cannot do, the man said, 1 love this horse, and 1 
shall bury it near me. 


fhen the bad man said, I shall offér you six hundred pieces 


of silver just for the head of this horse. 


The owner of the horse thought it all over for a while and 
said, I shall let you have the head. 

Then he took a large knife and he cut it off, and he gave 
it to the bad man. 

And then the bad mm retumed to the palace of the king and 
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he said, I have a thousand league horse, but only the head. ‘this 
horse had died, and i was only able to get the head. 

When the king‘s son saw this he said, 1 want a live thou- 
sand league horse, not a dead one. 

And then the king said to the bad man, You have but one 
week's time left. Your six months time is up then, and if by 
that time you do not return witha live thousand league horse, 
then you shall smrely die. 

And then the bad man went out in his quest again. Meanwhile 
the son was impatiently waiting. 

Then one day the son looked out the window, and what did 
you think he ssw. He saw a whole row of thousand league horses 

et Ae 
Standihg,gate. 

Well, the narrator said, 1t seems that the rumor got around 
that the king had offerwa@ six hundred pieces of silver for the 
head of sfiead thousand league horse, and these owneresof these 
horses were poor man and they said to each other, If the king 
is willing to offer six hundred pieces of silver for a dead 
horse's head, what would he not offer for a live one? And so 
they all journeyed to tne king's palace, and thus the poor bad 
man was spared his life. 

And that was how the king's son got his thousand league 
horse, and his wish was fulfilled. 


Now don t you think that this is a good story? the narra- 


tor demanded. 
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il said, and this is sme why 1 have written it 


and am handing ih in right now. 
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The Three Travelers Jon Lee 
as Oe, Oakland 


Re 

It was one of those dark and dreary nights, when every- 
thing somber and sad seemed to seep into the minds of men. The 
three trawélers were caught in therain, and they were walking 
along a dark road. All around them was the open land, with not 
a house in sight. Up above the thunder rumbled, and the lightning 
flashed with dazzling brilliantness. The rain cmme down in torrents 
and soaked into the skins of the three men. ‘They continued walking 
as fast as they could. ‘The night was cold, and the rain was very 
unaomfortable. 

Soon they came to a large tree, and they went under the 
thick foliage to rest themselves, when suddenly @ loud and deafen- 
ing sound split the tree in half. The three travelers just inaped? 
to escape unharm, and they went out into the cold rain again, and 
continued walking. 

"Do you believe in ghosts?" one of them said to the 
others. 

"We are good people, and ghosts do not harm good people,” 
they answered. 

"But do you believe in ghosts?" the other insisted. 

"No," they said. 

"Neither do I," the other said. 

Now it happened, that of these three travelers, only 
one was good. The other two were robbers, and dat all of them 
were strangers to each other. And they all happened to meet on 
the road, when suddenly the rain caught them unaware. And they 
had been looking for a shelter for many hours. 

Suddenly up on the road, they sew a light, a dull but 


luminous light coming out from the window of a barn. 
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( 2) 


They hastened themselves as quick as they could, and soon 
they were in front of the barn. 

One of the travelers knocked at the door. ‘he man inside 
was openéingsthe door. 

"Wheat do you wish in a time like this?" he demanded. 

"We have been walking for many hours looking for a place 
to rest. We are cold, and we are honest men. If you could put 
us up for the night, we wiil Sladly pay you for it." 

The man looked at the travelers for Oment, and then he 
Said, "There is no place in the house for you. If you like, you. 
can go inside the barn for the night. My wife has recently died, 
and she is in there. If you do not disturb her, I am sure she 
will not bother you. S he does not like to have people around her." 

The three travalers listened to 911 this ana were afraid. 
But since none of them had said that he believed in ghosts, they 
told the farmer that they would Sleep in the barn. 

the farmer closed the door, and the three travelers Opened 
the door of the barn, and saw three small lights along the wall. 
The small lights were burning very strongly, and were of a bright 
color. The coffin was near the corner of the wall. 

The three travelers were tired, and they all flopped down 
on the floor to sleep. But sleep would not come to any of them. 
They glanced from time to time at the coffin, and a very uncomfort= 
able feeling would come over them. They remembered what the farmer 
had told them. They were not to touch the coffin at all. 

Soon the travlers could not stand the sight of the coffin 
any more. The three of them got up and carried the coffin out 


into the rain and thunder. 
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Then they came back into the barn to Sleep. 


Vatside the rain continued to fall and fall. It was very 
late. The sudden thunder flashed again and again. The rahn began 
to soak into the coffin of the dead woman, and soon there was a 
stirring sound, a sound of something moving inside the coffin. 

With a sudden screech the lid of the coffin brew Opened, and a white 
faced-lady, with hair streaming @own her sides began to come forth. 
Her long robes caught the gust of wind and blew opened. 

wlowlg the ghost woman began to make her way the barn door. 
She opened it very slowly and went in. The thmee travlers were 
all asleep, very pesceful and calm. 

The ghost-looking woman crept steadily forward and came 
close to the sleeping figure of the first man. Almost inmedia‘ely 
one of the three lights turned to a dull ‘bkewcolor. Now it was 
burning very feebly and weakly. With a sudden thrust of her fingers 
che ghost killed the first traveler. Then she made her way to 
Wes Wencac di fiedre: The same thing happened. The second light 
began to dwindle, and with a sudden thrust, she killed the senond : 
traveler. The ghest made her way to the third traveler. But : 
this time, the third traveler awakened with a sudden start. With 
the speed of 9 whizzing arrow he flew out into the rain, running 
with all his might. 

The giost lady followed close at his heels, snthepity gain- 
ing up. ‘the night wind was cold, and the man felt that he cannot 
run much longer. He saw a tree in front of him, and he ran straight 
to it. ‘then he was within one foet of it, he turned s quick turn 


and ran behind to the other side of the tree. ‘he ghost was . 
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chasing him at such a rapid rate, that she ran straight into the | 
tree. Her very long fingernails were so deeply entrenched that | 
i 


she was unable to take them out. Meanwhile the man had fainted. 


The next morning the farmer woke up. He want inside to 
the barn and found the two dead bodies, and he knew what had 
hsppened. 4e knew that one of the travelers had escaped, and at 
noon he made his way to the country side, and soon he came upon 
the tree. The tree was now completely dead, the leaves and branches 
were all withered. A little way off, the body of the third traveler: 
was lying on the ground. 

The farmer went close and saw that the travler was not dead. 
He took him back to the house and took care of him. He took his 
wife out from the tree and buried her. 

Since that day, the good traveler believed that there is 


such a thing as a ghost. 
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ys before, had complained of pains in her stomach, and thet 
she y was not feeling well. 
ee, they they placed the dead womsn down on the floor, and 


the 1 man of the house waited for a good day in which to have 


ae wee 
the erat and all thet time the it er. down on the 


iacden floor, and all the members of the famiby would put on 
"white robes of mourning, and chant«peculiar songs of wailing. 
One day a cat happened to jump over the body of the 
dead woman, and this cat seemed to give over a certain spark 
ofifire to the dead woman, and right away the dead woman began 
‘to get up walking straight ahead, straight ahead. 

| It happened that there was a woman of the house who 
was in the way of the dead person, and when she saw the dead 
“person walking towards her, she immediately ran on, the dead 
woman chasing her right along. 

This walking dead woman chased the woman, and suddenly 
the woman grapped a broomstick, and she threw it at theaead 
woman, and right then the dead woman grapped the sticked, and 
she moved no more. She was dsad again. 


And that was how as dead woman lived again for a mememné- 


moment, and then died. 
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end all the sale oa saw him and were afraid, since this 


egeer 1 was dirty, and his appearance was frightfully ugly. this 


ha went from house to house, demanding that he would like to 


, | “He called out, "A pail of water for my feet. Anyone, 

> Came pail of water for my feet." But no one paid any attention 
to the old beggar, and he went along the road until he reached 
Be, the house of a kind woman, and this woman opened the Pape and 


demanded, “What is it that you wish?" 


"T would like to have my feet washed,” the beggar said. 


3o the kind woman went into the kitchen and she took oat 
an old pail filled with water, and she carried it to the old 
beggar and said, "You have journeyed a long way.” 

a The beggar said, "Hvarywhere the people turned me down. 
My kind woman, you are the first one to have answered my demand." 


Then the ola beggar washed his feet. ‘The water was very 


Be, : dirty and filty. ‘hen the old beggar said to the kind woman, 
oe "Remember, put this water under your bed, and do not take it 
a. out until the next morning." 

eae The woman said, "What what good would a pail of dirty 
oe! water do me?" | ht 

ve | | ‘Then the kind lady turned around and she saw tke the old 


beggar had disappeared. The kind lady was very ig oortageg bo 
Oh ape did what the old beggar told her to do. 

‘She gaid to herself, “Could it be possible that the 
beggar is here to bring me some good lucky" And thus think- 
es: fell asleep. She woke up the next morning, and 
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er under ber: bed. She immediately went 
she Ligrekened ree a low, and lo and behold she 


is pal’ overflowed with gold and silver. ‘the old 


We told me to put the water under the bed. ‘this morning, I 


, The neighbor said, "And I chased him away yesterday!" 
~ Bhen the kind! lady gave some pieces of gold to the neigh- 
por and she went home. 
The next day the Same old beggaf came along the road 
again, and this time he stopped in front of the street and every- 
“one came out, offering water for him to wash his feet. 

the old greedy woman pulled the old beggar towards her 
house. and there she took out a new towel, and a new pail, and 
She filled the pail as full of water as it could hold. then 
the old beggar went, stating to the old woman that was to put 
the pail of water under her bed for the night. 

The old greedy woman did that, and ate waited for the 
Sosraing to came as quickly as it could. 

the very next morning she went to the bed, and she crouched 
down Low. and she pulled the pail out, expecting a whole pail 
ecueté and §gwelry. But instead of chat she saw a whole pail 


pars Ans lizards and snakes, and the poor woman was so frightened 


Be on cALS one not be eatae of greed. You mast 
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The old lady was slek. and she was not any better. 

Then there came along the road one day a man suffering 
from leprosy, and he came before the door of this woman and 
he said, "You are not looking well my woman. * 

Now it happened that this sick man was the brother of 
the old begear. 

The woman explained what had happened to her. 

then the man said, “And you have changed over now. You 
are no longer interested in money or riches." 

And the woman said, "I am now more interested in trying 
to help others more anfortunate than I am." 


Lhe sick man nodded his head. ‘Then he gave something over 


to the old woman, and the old woman got well. Since that 


day the old woman had never been guilty of Being greedy anymore. 
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Fairy Tale 


Pree. form 


The Demon Eater 


Once there lived a man who haa three sons, and one 
year the old father passed away, and the sons breaaat the 
dead body to a lonely and remote region and buried it there. 

Now in this region where these poor people live, old 
ancient customs still persist, and ome of them is that when- 
ever a father dies, his sons ef grandsons must build a house 
in the region where the dead person is buried, so as to keep 
him company. 

After the old father passed away, the first son was’ to 
guard over the dead body. That night a demon suddenly 
appeared, and seeing the son there, he said, "I must eat you.” 

The son saw this demon, and he became greatly frightened. 
He did not know what to say, and in the end he said, "You 
Wish to eat me, why not wait until tomorrow night?" The demon 
thought awhile, "Well, tomorrow, then, I shall eat you," ana 
he vanished away in smoke. 

The second night, it was the turn of the second son to 
keep watch. That night tie demon: returned again, remembering 
the promise that was given to him last night. He approached 
the second son and said, "Tonight I shall eat you." The 
second son was startled to see such a fierce looking demon in 
front of him. His heart became cold, and he did not know 
how to answer. 

"I shall let you eat me tomorrow," he said. The demon: 
thought again, "Well, tomorrow then," and he vanished away. 


The third night, the third son kept watch, He had heard 


of the narrow escapes of his two brothers, and that night 
he came prepared. decbrought with him a long Do, and & 
heavy cutting knife. 

The third son hia behind the door of the house to await 
the coming of the demon. The daaon remembered the promise 
of last night, and he came ready to eat his prey. Just when 
the demoncreached the door, the third son came out of where 
he was hiding, and with one heavy blow, he struck the demon: 
with the whip. The whip tightened around the neck of the 
monster, and he was choking. The boy took of his knife, ready 
to kill the demon when the demon. knelt down on the ground 
and said, "Free mes Let me got" 

The thrrd son said, "If I let you g9, you must deliver 
over to me some precious article that you possessed." 

The demon then searched his whole body, but was unable 
to locate anything except a small drum. ‘This drum he gave 
over to the boy. 

The boy asked, "And of what value is this drum?" 

The demon answered, “Whatever you wish, just drum on 
the drum a few times, and you will get it." 

So the third son got the drum, and he released the demon 
away. ‘Then he reached home. When the other two brothers 
heard about the fortune of this third brother, they were 
jealous, and then they prepared themselves with whips and 
Enives, hoping that they might get some valuable articles 
from the demon. 

Now after the demon had lost his drum, he was bitterly 


mad with himself. - He planned a way of revenge to recapture 
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e article that he lost, and so he prepared himself 


with a raced knife, and late that night he came back to the 
eoaeet in the wilderness. 


Now the first and second son was eagerly awaiting the 


coming of this demon. They had listened to that thira brother 


or of theirs, and now they were prepared to use the same tatics 
4, = 


for their own good. When the demon reached the door, a long 


whip came out from nowhere to tangle around his body. But 

with his knife, the demon slashed tha whip to pieces. 
Frightened the two brothers started to run, but they — 

were overtaken quickly by the monster. He grapped them to 


his fierce body, killed them, and feasted himself with 


pleasure. 


Thus were the two brothers killed and eaten by the demon. 
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The Precious Tokens 


In the old and far distant times there was once 

a good and kindly mother who loved her two children with 
| the greatest devotion. One day she fell 111 and as she 
iay in bed she realized that death was near. So she 
called her husband and said to him, "I feel that I am 
going to die. After I am dead I hope that you will see 
to it that my daughter and my son do not suffer too 
much. They will not have their mother's care then so 
watch over them. If you marry again, do see to it that 
you get a good and kind wife who will not mistreat the 
children. * 

The husband realized that she was near death 
and answered, "I promise you, dear wife that I shall 
never marry again and I shall see that your children 
are taken care of." The woman was happy at that and 
peace settled upon her. 

"Send the children to me," she said, just before 
her death. When they came she said to them, "It is 
heaven's will that I die. After I am gone be good to 
your father and to each other. See that you do nothing 
that would make your mother sorry if she were alive. 
And now, my children, I give you these precious tokens, 
tokens that are very dear to me. Here is one for each 


of youe Keep them always by you for with them in your 
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happened to pass by an old fortune telling 
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es 
en 


woman, and this woman looked at them and said, "E have to 

warn you now. fhis evening you will see something on the 

i “road that will frighten you. you have never seen snything like 

sid ‘that before. there is only one thing that will save you. 

"When you see anything strange this evening coming down the road, 
you must pull a Litslefgrass from the road, and stick that in 

ah your mouth, otherwise you will die." 

ee One of the men was brave, and he said, "I don't believe 
Ds 


_ in such things. Nothing would frighten me." And thus he 


ee dismissed the matter. 2 
But the other was a very superstitious old man. And he 
was ees things that were strange and odd. in the 
aN afternoon he pulled a little grass from the ground, and this 
* grass he put in his pocket. He was well prepared in case 
‘anything should happen in the evening. 
But the thes, brave mon,uent through the evening as Shougn 


nothing was going to happen. 


Hvening was coming on, and the man that was afraid, was o 


shaking with fright. He put his hands in -his pocket to see e 

: ? 

£ the grass was still there. sis AAnds shook so that he had f 

ee se. a hara time finding the patch of grass in his pocket. But it | ay 
BO oy ak ; “ 


pean Wag there. 


_——stin the late evening the two men wefe walking along the 


oad when there appeared in the very far distance a light, a 


_ he one who was not afraid said, "Could this be the strange 
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The one who was afraid immediately draw out the small 
pateh of grass from his pocket which had been there since aftar- 
noon, amd he put this pathh of grass in his mouth quickly. 

But the brave one quickly pulled a little grass then from 
the roadside, and he put this in his mouth. He was going to 
tell his friend to do the same, but when he turned around 
his friend had vanished away. 

The man became afriad. 

As the 01d woman had told him, this man then lay himself 
down on the ground. ‘The light was right in front of him now. 

The light passed over him, and looking up then he saw a 
procession of ghosts, of all shapes and sizes. Some had their 
tongue dripping down in space. Others had witch-like hsir. 

Others had no eye sockets. still others had the white of 
the eyes flowing down like milk, and the eye balls rolling around 
like marbles back and forth, upwards and downwards. 

At the frontoof the procession a group of ghosts were 
playing long pipes and inetpaneaberoand the sound of the music 
flosted drearily and moaningly into spece. 

Two of the ghosts were carrying boards. One of them said, 
"Why don't you throw the board into the river?" 

The other ghost said, "But I have need of this." 

The procession went on, One 

All sorts of grotesque shadows and shapes came into view, 
and they marched right over the man who was lying quietly there 
on the road. 

fhe music of the ghostly instruments filled the air with 


funeral sadness. ‘The chattering and takk of the ghosts were 


frightfully chilling and empty. 
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The man remained quiet on the road. 

The ghosts continued to pass by. 

fhe mhsic began to dim, but still the procession of ghosts 
went on. 

Then the last ghost appeared, and the man recognized that 
it was his friend. His friend who was always afraid. And in 
this ghost mouth there hung a small patch of grass all dried 
up becsuse of the long hours it had laid in that man‘s pocket. 

After the last ghest had gone, the small patch of grass 
in the mouth of the man on the road dried suddenly. 

then the man got up, and he realized that his friend was 
captured by the ghost because his grass was not fresh, and had 
not the power to fight the ghosts. 

The light went on the the road, then disappeared. 

the man became scare, and he went quickly down the road. 

The ghostly music suBdued. And quietness came quickly 
over the night and darkness. 
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i In ‘the dim past long ago, a salt peddler was passing by 

= a little alethes store, when a heavy rain fell suddenly from the 

| Sark Skye @his salt peddler went into the store, and his salt 

eo '. was beginning to melt very quickly, and it ran down the back of 
ee the peddler and into the floor, making an untidy mess. 

* | One of the py Bey in the store called out, "Clear out of 

y® q the store. You are making a very untiay mess." This salt peddler 
oy was an old man, and not very strong, and he answered, "There is 

: a big rain falling, and 1 only come in here to avoid it." 


"But you cannot stay here," the worker said. 


But the old man refused to leave, and so the worker went to 
guenep— 
the bees and said, “There is an old salt peddler outside, and his 
ba salt is melting all over the store. But neh refuse to leave." 
te Now this owner of the store was a kind man and he said, "Where 
is this old man?" 

3o the worker led him there, and the owner said, "You are | 
a merchant who sells salty" | | 

"Yes," the old man said, “I am very poor, and this is the 

way 1 make my living." 

"And you have a big family?" the owner demanded. 

"I have one daughter at home. She's nineteen now." 

The worker was gbing to push the old man out into the rain 
when the owner of the store interfered and said, "Wait, I want you 
to come into my office, and 1 would talk with you.” 

7 Then for an hour or so, the old peddler and the msn talked 
“ana in the end the old peddler said, "T have a daughter, ee 
(an willing to give her to you." x 
# "Bat I am an old nae, and your daughter is ZORRS Surely 
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get out. And the father went on his way. 


"But youX\ are kind and gentle, snd 1 am sure that my daughter 
would like you very much." 

Pena in the end the old peddler went home and told the daughter 
about it, and she did what her father demanded, and thus the old 
man married this young girl. Soon the young mother was expecting 
a child, and when he was born, the child was emerged into a big 
basin which contains some medicinal herbs, and there the little 
baby was taken care of. When this child grew, he was a strong 
and valiant lad, and his strength was that of a grown person. 

The baby child grew to be a young boy, and he was taken 
out of his medicinal bath, and he was strong and husky then. 

And he was always getting into fights and quarrels, and he caused 
his mother no end of trouble. Many times, the mothers and parents 7 
brought their children to the young fighter’s house, and there 
they complained about the young *fighter's troublesome WaySe 

this child was ayoud the control of the parents, and they 
made no attempt to Stop him, since it was useless, and the chila 
was a born fighter. 


the father was still running his clothes shops, and many 
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times he went around to collect his bills, and one day the wife 
said to him, "It is well to bring your son along, since he caused 
so mach trouble at home." 

And the husband did what the wife told, and one day he took 
| the little son along on one of his trips, and he took the son to 
@ friends house, and there he locked the child uo in chains, and 


he locked the door tightly. here was no way that the child can 


- @he little son reballed greatly in his confinement. 
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However, very soon the young fighter heard sounds from the 
next room and he heard a voice saying, "And this 01d Tiger said, 
"With my one fist, 1 shall conquer Canton, and with my feet, I 
shall wipe out two provincesi'" 

"And who is this 01d Biger?"sanother voice said. 

"He is a very famous fighter," the first voice answered. 

the young fighter listened to all this in his locked-up 
rdom, and ke said to himself, "This Old Tiger might be a great 
fighter, but I shajli fight him, and 1 shall prove to him that 1 
am greater than he is." And saying this, he was so sure of hin- 
self that he pal ote the bars in the window and climbed outside. 
He went slong the streets, and he demanded of a passer-by, "Can 
you tell me something about the 01d Tiger?" 

| "He is a very famous fighter of today,” the passer-by 
said. 

7 And then after he Bad gathered up a great deal of informa- 
tion ,the young fighter sneaked boew into the house of the vld 
Tiger, and he saw a great and massive man sitting there. 

"You are the 01d Tigery" the young fighter said. And he looked 
around and saw that the Old Tiger was a powerful man, and all along 
the walls there were pasted many pictures and slogans. 

The Uld Tiger looked at the young boy and he said, "And what 
do you desirey?" 

The young fighter came into the room, snd he said nothing 
whatsoever, and he went towards the walls and pulled down every- 
thing, the signs and slogans, and in this way the Old Tiger was 
-mad, and he called out, "Stop? ur I shall throw you out of this 
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But the young man paid no attention whatsoever with what 
the old man ssid, and he continued to go around the room, and he | 
pulled down everything. This infuriated the 61d Piger so, that 
he rushed at the young fighter, and he chased him until the young 
fighter ran back to his room where his father had left him. 

that evening the father came back to get the child, and 
little did he know of what had happened in the afternoon. ‘the 
very next day the Uld Tiger came before the house of this young 
fighter and he said to the mother, "I will only give you a few 
days to surrender your boy to me. if during that time, you do 
not surrender him, then bewares" And saying that he left. 

The Old Tiger had challenged the young fighter to a fight. 
And there was nothing that the mother could do. Now this mther 


Was one who was well trained in the art of fighting, and she knew 


all the tricks of the fight, and so she taught this son of hers 


¥ 
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what she knew, and the son was willing to learn, anihe leames 
quickly. 

Un the day of the fight the mother hid a flying sword 
under the shoe of the fighter and she said to him, “If the old 
Tiger is winning, do not be afraid to use the knife.” 

The son did not tell the mother then of what he was going © 
to do. He was not going to use the knife at all. He was sure 
that he can defeat the 01d tiger only with his hands. 

Then he came to an enormous platform, and there the vld 
Tiger was waiting for him, and when the Old Tiger saw hin, he 
smiled a little to himself, as he saw how litte and young this 


Opponent was. 


i And he expected to defeat the young fighter very quickly. 
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a: Now in those olden times they do not fight like we do in 
oes the modern time. % he fighters just fight once, and if they are 


lige Sate the 
ae Successful in Malad alae Vi Opponent, then the fight is ended, 


be; and either there is arranged another opportunity to fight, or 

Mire | else there is no fight at all. 

| Now when the vld Tiger looked at this young fighter, he 

| knew that he will have an easy time of it, and he rushed forward, 
but the young fighter was quicker than he was, and hé ducked down 
low, and the Old tiger missed him completely. 

At first thé vld Tiger could hardly believe his own 
dyes, when he saw the agility and grace of this young opponent. 
Then the vld tiger realized that this young fighter was really 
one gifted with strength. 

And in the end, because he cannot do much h=rm to the fighter, 
the V1ld Viger said, “Let us mest again some other time." The 
young fighter agreed, and he went home and told his mother of 
hint had happened to him. 

And the mother said, "I shall train you well this time, 
and when you shell meet the Old Viger, you shall put an end 
to him then." 

And for the many days that followed, the mother taught 
this son of his all the tricks and manners of the fight. 

The day of the fight came, and hhis time the mother accon- 
panied her son to the scene of the fight, and when she saw how 
brutal and sneering the expression on the face of the 01d ‘tiger, 


her heart dropped, and she grew afraid, and she felt in her pocket 


sto see if the knife is there. 
The two fighters went up on the platform, and from the very 
the uld tiger had the advantage, and he 
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beat the boy until 45 was black and blue. the young fighter'‘s 
mother looked upon her son, and she was maa then, and’ jumped 
up into the platform, and she stood up on a high plank, and she 
| jumped down and fought with the vld wiger herself. And she 
ae pulled out her knife, and she thrusted it into the stomach of 
eo | ‘the Old tiger and ripped it opened. Then she took her defeated 
. son back home with her, and she again emerged him into a basin 
ae of medicinal liquid, and soon the son was well. 
Well, the Vld tiger‘s wife was not yet over the death of 
aa the tiger, and she was a fighter herself, and she challenged 
. the mother to a fight. When the son heard of this, he did not 
: allow his mother to fight with the wiger’s. wife. And when he 
| was well, he went to the fighting scene, and there he, too, 
ripped open the stomach of the tiger's wife. And thus in this 
way the vld tiger snd his wife went to their death. 
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And the people were glad, for none Loved this vl1d ee 
and his wife. And often they said to each other, “Ah, yes, the 
ia Uld Yviger deserves to die. He thinks his power is too great, but 
; that of the young fighter,than his." 
And when people thought back of that phrase, "With my one 
fist 1 shall conquer Canton, and With my two feet, 1 shall wipe 
out two provinces,” they would secretly smiled to themselves, 


for the vld tiger was no more now. 
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Evening tas coming on, and the late eh was finished. The 
mother said to her children, "This evening I am going out to visit 
some friends of mine, and I want all of you children to stay at 
home. I know all pf you are afraid of the darkness. Your Yee 
Po is coming over to sleep with you tonight, end I don't want any 
of you to open the door to any strangers or suspicious characters." 


The children looked at their mother and ssid, "All right, 


aa we will do everything that you have told us to do." 


Then the mother cleaned the table, washed the dishes, and 
went ont to visit her friends. The children were very obedient, 
and after their mother had gone, they immedistely locked the door. 
Now when the: mother was giving her instructions to the children 
Long Fingernails, a weird and flesh eating she-devil, was listening 
to the whole conversation up on the rooftops. She licked her 


tongue, eager for the luscious meal she was expecting. 


The night was coming on, and the darkness of the evening crept 
Slowly into the blackness of night. Yee Po was not here yet, and 
the children were Pex rening to feel afraid. They huddled themselves 
into a corner, expecting anything to happen to them any moment. 

The house was lonely, amd quiet, and the mother had not come home 
yet. Moment after moment, the children thought they heard weird 
and strange sounds, and they imagined ghosts and goblins coming 
forward to gobble them up. They drew closer to each other. fThe 
house was dark. 

Soon there was a knock at the door, a soft lady-like knock. 

"Who is there?" the big boy said. 


"This Ls your Yee Po," the voice responded, 
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Immediately the fears of the little children disappeared into 
thin air, now that Yee Po was here to save-guard them. 

"I will open the light for you, Yee Po," the big brother said. 

"Oh, do not, the light would hurt Yee Po's eyes. Do not 
open the light." 

"All right, I'll open the door for you." 

The big boy went to the door and opened it. The interior 
of the house was very dark, and the two boys saw only a vague 
figure coming into the house. 

Yee co seid, "Remember, do not open the lights, as the lights 
would hurt poor Yee Yo's eyes.” 

“I'll remember that," the boy said. 

"I guess you two children are afraid of the dark, are you 
not?" 

"Yes," the two boys said, "we have been afraid, we thought 
that perhaps you would never come to sleep with us." 

"But I am here now," Yee Po said, "and if you two children 
are afraid, let us all go to bed, as it is late now." 

The children undressed themselves and jumped into the bed. 

"Yee °o wonld sleep on the side." 

"All right, Yee Po." 

"Now be good boys and go to sleep. I will be here and you 
do not have to be afraid." 

‘"We are not afraid now, Yee Po. You are here and we are 
not afraid anymore." 

"Just go to sleep then, everything is going to be all right," 
and an eager gleam flickered into Yee Po's eyes, and she slowly 


licked her tongue. 
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The bed was warm and comfortable, and soon the two boys 
fell asleep, contented and safe, now that Yee Po was eloee to 
look after them. ‘The hours passed. In the middle of the night 
the bigger boy began to twitch in his bed. He then awoke and 
he heard a sort of crunching sound near him. 4e opened his 
eyes wide, but he could see nothing, as it was very early in the 
dawn, and everything, the room, the bed, the figures were all 
pitch-dark, and he could not penetrate into the obscurity of the 
deep night. 

He heard the sound again. He heard Yee Yo moving around. 

"Yee Po, what is that strange sound?" 

"It is nothing, go back to bed.” 

The boy tried to sleep, but Sle ep would not cone to him. 

Soon he heard the crunching sound again. 

"Are you eating something, Yee Po?" 

"Yes, I am eating some chestnuts." 

"Can I have some Yee Po?" 

"Chestnuts are not good for little boys at night." 

"But why are you making so much nose?" 

"The chestnuts have hard shells." 

"But I have good teeth," the boy said. 

"Go back to sleep, little boys should not eat chestnuts at 
night," Yee ro said. 

The noise of crunching and the smacking of lips kept the 
boy awake. He was getting suspicious, and he did not know why 
Yee Po was eating chestnuts in the middle of the night. He strained 
his eyes in the darkness, but was still unable to see anythkng. 
He half raised himself in his bed, and he took his arms from under 
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the comforter and touch his smaller brother. He felt only his 

head, and the entire body of the small brother was missing. ‘The 

bed was al11 wet, and the dripping blood soaked into the big brother's 
hand. 

Yee Po was crunching, crunching her mouth. Soon Yee Po 
said, "I have a bad stomach ache. I should not have eaten so 
many chestnuts, I guess I must have overeaten myself. Where can 
F*g0o?" 

fhe boy at this time was planning someway of getting rid of 
this weird devil. He knew now that the person in the bed was not 
Yee Po, but some Tere of strange being. He was a smart boy, and 
he immediately got up and went ont of the door. He took a large 
piece of newspaper and covered up the top of the well. Then he 
went inside and told Yee Po. 

"Just follow me, Yee ?o, and I'll show you the way." 

Then he led Yee Po out into the yard toward the well. 

"This is the place Yee Po," the boy ssid, approaching the 
covered well. 

Outside in the yard by the moonlight the boy noticed that 
Yee Po had long, very long fingernails, and in the cracks of the 
nails pieces of flesh and bhood were sticking together. He also 
noticed that under the dress, a long tail was hidden. 

Yee Po BSUS donk low. Immediately the boy came up and 
with a heavy ree pushed the devil down into the well. He took 
up @ heavy long bamboo pole and with it, he killed the devil. 

when the mother came back the next day, she said to the boy, 


"You are a smart boy, otherwise the devil would have eaten you too." 
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The two young men had had a hard day, working long hours in 
the orchard, and now that the evening sun was slowly setting down 
into the distant horizon, they found themselves completely ex- 


hausted from the heavy work. ‘They sat down on the bench to rest 


their tired bodies, fanning themselves with their hands to sooth 2 


their hot and perspiring bodies. Their work was almost finished, 
and the day was hot. The two men sat down, resting, and staring 
out into the long road that disappeared around the trees. 

The two had worked from early morning until late in the 
afternoon, and in the cool breeze of the early evening, they had 
temporarily relinquish their work for a few moments of well-earned 
rest. They only had to work a little longer, and then their 
work would be through. The two men were too tired to speak to 
each other. 

Ten minutes passed by thus. Suddenly from around the the 
trees where the road begins, a young beautiful lady began to 
walk toward the orchard, slowly bgt steadily. The two men were 
completely surprised at this, since no woman as lovely as that 
Lived withint theqvillage or near it. 

One of the young men began to smile secretly to himself. 

He was going to enjoy himself in a friendly little jest. 

The young lady approaching was @ very peculiar lady, since 
she held an umbrella, covering up her whole face, only her hands 
and lithe figure showing. 

The boys were rather puzzled at this strange custom. But 
ginee it was a hot day, perhaps the girl was holding the umbrella 
to hide the intense heat. 


One of the young men spoke to the other. 
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whe 
"Wateh me, I'm going to kid that beautiful lady tet is 


coming up the road." 

The other said, "You better let her alone. After all, she 
does not seem like the type that would stand any fooling around 
from anyone." 

"But I'm going to try," the other said. 

The young lady was rapidly coming forward, and she was 
very close to the men. Her big umbrella was still a: ahs is ap 
her whole face, and she walked by; the men without saying a single 
word. The jestful young Young man was surprised at this abrupt 
As taae of the lady. 

"Say, what's the matter with you? Are you dumb and can't 
talk? Why don't you say something?" he yelled out. 

The mysterious lady walked onward, paying no attention to the 
shouts and yells. The young man decided that he was going to get 
one good look at the young beautiful lady before he would let her 
alone. Without saying a word to his companion, he raced after 
the lady, while his companion tried in vain to call him back. 

The young man walked faster, but the young lady walked still 
faster. The young man increased his pace, so did the young lady. 
By sheer physical effort, the man finally caught up with the lady. 
He could only see the back, the delicate arch back of the well 
proportioned girl. The umbrella hid part of her head, and her 
#bony hair glistened as it caught the rays of the sun. 


The young men caught up with the woman, and he went from one 


side to another, trying to catch a glimpse of the face of the girl.. 


But everyside that he went to, the umbreala followed, hiding the 


face from his view. 
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The young man was impatient. He went directly in front of 
the girl, but the umbrella was quicker than he was. He could 
still not see the face of the young lady. 

"You must have a very beautiful face, protecting it with 
so much attention." 

Lhe young lady remained quiet, saying nothing whatsoever. 

In desperation, the young man finally gerked away the umbrella 
and to his surprise; he saw a long wriggling tongue, red and hot 
swaying forward and backward. The face was hideous; and the hair 
streaked down in uneven masses, dripping down like the tresses 
of a long ago witch. Instead of a beautiful body, the anatomy 
changed into a ghostly looking mass of uneven flesh. ‘he face 
was pale, ghostly looking. 

The young man was struck as if lightning. For one brief 
moment he could speak, and then he ran away with arrow-like 
speed, streaking across the open country, the hifleous mass of 
flesh chasing him, pushing him. 

The companion who was still at the orehard, gazed upon 
with unspeakable awe upon the whole scene. He saw his com- 
panion running across the fields, and then fell down, dead. 

With fear in his eyes and heart, he too raced scross the open 
country, heading for home, Befowe the ghost with the long tongue 
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wanehkt up with him. He raced homward. 
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Fairy Tele The Mysteriows House Jon Lee 
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Once upon a time there was a strange house, and in this 
strange house there lived a family. The father ofthis family 
Was a very greedy person, and when he had the house built, he 
treated the men who built it very cruelly, and he did not give 
them enough to eat. 


When the house was finished the family moved in, and from 


the very first moment, the family suffered from ill luck. First, 


the maid of the family died off. Then other members of the 
family became sick. Ana many times the rice was burnt, «snd 
many troubles arise. ‘he family cannot understand why it is so. 


“There were two young girls living next door, and they were 


Surprised one day to see the door locking itself. ‘This went pn 


for many days at the same hour. ‘Then one day the two girls 
decided to go over to the next house snd catch the door locking 
itself. So at the right time, they went in front of the door, 
bat this time the door did not lock itself. The girls waitedor 
for quite a long time, and suddenly there was a loud click, and 
the door banged shut. 

The girls tried to open it, but it was impossible. So 
She giris went home. Then that night they heard louds knocks 
on the wall. And for many days afterwards they heard the same 
sounds agsin and -again. ‘The two girls were not afraid, and 
they determined that they werekoing to find out what was the 
matter with the house next door. 

The girls told the people next door about the strange 
knocks on the wall, and that night they sent a boy up on the 
roof to watch and they bola him to find out if re could 


find out what it was that wes causing all the trouble. 
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So that night the boy went up on the roof, and when the 
time came for the strange knocks, he heard them, but he conrad 
not see who it was that Be iea dee 

Well, bad luck still prevailed in the strange house. 

And there was nothing that the OI NEY do to ersdicate 
these strange sounds. Then the two girls from next door heard 
that when the house was built the father had treated the workers 
very cruelly, and as a result the workers had painted the beams 
of the house with picture of demons and devils. 

Then the family took the house apart, and they saw all 
these ugly pictures, and they had the house torn down, and ih 


its place they had a néw house rebuilt. Since chen there was 


no more trouble in the mysterious house. 
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Many people believe that the teachings of Confucius 
are religious, and that the Chinese people worship them with 
Gevotion. True, the Chinese do adore the wise sayings and 
philosophies of the ancient master, but not with a religious 
nature. lostly it is in respect and adoration that the Chinese 
remember Confucius. 

In China, in almost every single school and college, 
there is a temoje devoted to the wise man, and there he is 
venefrated and adored. All his life Confucius did not believe 
in the supernatural or spiritual, and he found himself respected 
as a divinity. i 

He believed that the five virtues of kindness, decorum, 
uprightness, wisdom, and truth, are the most important duties 
of mankind. 

Since Confucius is the most famous Chinese it is only 
naturel that the whole world knowfabout him, and his teachings 
of peace and government are known throughouttthe civilized world. 
He believed that petere we oan! prpper government, we should 
govern ourselves, then the home, state and nation. He elaimed 
to be a restorer of ancient morality rather than as a discover 
of the new. 

Everyone who has ever been to school know about Confucius, 
and he respects what he hears about this great man. In America, 
evdn those half dead Chinese, meaning those who do not know 


the Chhaese language, knows about this great man. So you can 


| see how great he really is. 


Confucius day is really not a holkday, as the pepulace 


do no sort of celebrating, except in schools and colleges. 
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Confucius day probably passes by and about eighty per 
cent of the people would not know it. But in the school, and 
we have to say a good schook, this dey is always remembered. 

Usually the people in the shool would each donate ten 
or fifteen cents apiece. The whole amount collected would 
be use for buying refreshments and soda drinks for s party to 
be given on that day. 

fhe school would be gsyly decorated with lanterns, 
with color papers, and a huge and elaborate portrait of the 
ancient master would be hung up high so that all could see it. 
In the table there would be big bowls of huge flowers. At 
about Seven or eight in the evening the whole school of pupils 
would all assemblec together at the school and the celebration 
starts. 

Usually the teacher would have the blackboard filled 
with names and places of Chinese people and towns. He usually 
starts off with a short talk of the life of Confucius, his 
accomplishments, his fame and such things that are important. 
After he finishes, a student of the school will continue with 
something different, but nevertheless having some connection 
with Confucius. 

Then the whole student body would join in singing the 
Chinese Hational Anthem and any specisl songs that seems 
appropiate for the celebration. 

Then there would be games and dancing after the feast. 
Usually the party is like any other party, since there is 
soda water, ice crean, cakes, cookies, and candies. All 


plain American foods, to celebrate a wise Chinese man. 
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The party usually lasts until ten or eleven in the evening. 
And a food time and good time was had by all.. Then everyone 
would go home, satisfied with the food and pleasure, and no 
doubt forgetting every single thing he heard about the life of 
Confucius. 

As we have ssid before, only the schools celebrate the 
day of Confucius. In the homes, the people usually forget 
the day, and even if they remember, they probably would do 
nothing, even though they might admire the great men. Of course, 
I mean the people here in America. Perhaps people in China 
are more loyal to the master. 

We think that if isn't for the fact thet there is a party 
connected with the holiday, even the schoolchildren would not 
be interested in the holiday. I remember how my old teacher 
used to shake his head. 

Many years ago he used to say, "Hive years from now, 
the Chinese children would not be able to learn the Chinese 
language." The five years have passed, but the childrenaare 
still learning. But the real fact is that the children of 
present time are getting to have a harder and harder time 
in managing to learn the lengpege. And many many Chinese 
children todsy do not even go tomChinese school. That in 
itself is bad enough. 

We wonder many times what the wise Confucius think 


of the present day half dead Chinese. 
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fhe Chinese holidays have a very strange and exacting way 
in which the day correspond with the month. ‘Thus we have a holiday 
on the fifth day of the fifth month, the Festival of the Dragon; 

a holiday on the seventhiday of the seventh month, the Festival 
of the Seven Fairies; a holiday on the tenth day of the tenth 
month, Independence May. Perhaps it is just coindence, or per- 
haps it is deliberately done to make se holiday come on 4 certain 
day. But nevertheless, it is interesting to know about these 
peculiar days and months. 

We have to gay at this beginning that the Festival of the 
Seven Fairies is celebraged over here by a very very small minority. 
We know of one family here who celebrates the day as an important 
event. 

Perhaps some of the readers may have had the experience of 
visiting a Chinese home, and is surprised at the bottlescof liquid 
ecendine in straight row on the shelves. He may wonder to him- 
self that the Chinese is a smart lot, and is putting one over 
on the eighteenth amendment. Usually the bottles are covered 
with thick layers of dust and cobwebs, giving the impression that 
the contents of the bottles are very anhealthfy and dangerous. 
Perhaps to his surprise on closer inspection to find on opening 
the bottle a very refreshing and sweet smell ejecting from the 
bottle. He mey wonder to himself as to what it is. He may open 
2 bottle and drink a little of it. There is no taste to it. 

But the thing thet would strike at the curiogity of the stran- 


ger would be the clear and mirror-like appearance of the liquid. 


It is like sparkling spring water, and that is just what it is, 


sparkling water taken from tap, perheps ten or five years ago. 
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Imagine water that has been kept in air tight bottles 
for many years, and still retainsall the freshness and vitality 
6f fresh water when it is emptied out for use many years later 
and you will have a small idea of the strange and many numerous 
things that the Seven Fairies could do. aig 

This is a fact and it is not supposed to, superstition or 
tradition. 

July the seventh, (old Chinese calendar) is know as the 
Festival of the SeveniFairies. It is a day in which all the girls 
do the celebrating, and the men folks do nothing except to watch 
and see the girls do the celebrating. — 

But to go back to the water. Many years ggo 1 used to 
remember little things that begin to sgain pop up in my mind 
again. I see the kitchen with it pots and pans all tey down 
in thick piles on the floor. ‘The Festival of the “even #airies 
is a day that passes by without anyone knowing about it, so 
quiet a day is it. Usually the friends and retatives would phone 
to one another and tell each other to draw water from the faucet. 
I remember how my mother used to take down all the pails and 
available bottles, draw the water from the tap on July the sevénfh, 
as near twelve o'clock in the afternoon. It is always understood 
thet any water drawn from the faucet on the seventh could keep 
for many years, but those that are drawn at exactly at soon 
have a sort of magical power. 

Tea from this water are said to be very tasteful and 
sweet. 1 remember one c2se in which a boy became afflicted 
with ae sort of skin trouble. ‘The mother after heving tried 


almost everything was ebout to give up the case as hopeless. 
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She happened to hear about this water and came to our 
house to collect them. ‘his water was kept for almost two whole 
years and my mother gave her everthing She possessed. ae went 
around to the other friends and relatives and collect’ enough 
for the woman. ‘the woman took this water home and heated it. 
She gave some to ihe boy to drink, and the others she heated 
and used it for a bath. Almost miraculously the boy begam to 
be better, and in a very short time he was well. 

Now most old people look upon this water with reverence. 
They will try to avoid using it if they can help it. Only under 
the most important occasion, such as bathing a diseased hand 
or things of that sort wohld they take out the water and use it. 
Others keep it in the house for years just because of the legend 
connected with it. | 

When the people draw the water from the tap they do not 
pottle it up immediately. They take it into the backyard or 
any open space where the sun could shine upon it. By doing this 

it is said that the Seven Fairies would change the water into 

the kind that would not perish for years. Then after a few min- 
utes out of door the water is tsken yelde and put into small bottles. 
Or large bottles. Most of this water are used for bathing purposes. 

It has been years and years since ee have water of this 
sort in our house. For the past few years we haven't been doing 
it as the holiday usually passes by before we realize it. Ilany 
family conttnue drawing this water out with great regularity. 

As we said before, this holiday is celebrated by very few 


people, less than a handful. 


There is a certain woman who celebretes this holiday with 
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great reverence. Every single year without exceotion ale tausarates 
Ber house in an elaborate fashion. She would take out all the 
old furniture in the room and redecorate the room into a spacious 
and interesting style.  irst She would have a very long tabie, 
this is done by joining three or four teblestogether, and over 
this table she put a piece of clean cover made of silk, sometimes 
cotton. And on the tsble she would place& sone of the most 
unusaal objects, some as small as the tip of a finger, but the 
proportion of the figure or aminal retains all of the lifelike 
expfession. Then there is 2 serie} of article? all seven in number. 
There would be seven small chairs, seven fairies, seven table? 
seven bowls, seven chopsticks. all in minature, but in eact pro- 
portion to the real thing. 

Then all around the room there would be baskets; and lanterns 
Raa by simply pasting watermelon seeds together. And I have 
been told once that they are made by simply putting one piece 
nextito each other and they would stick together. There would 
pe little minature pridges and lakes, (small pieces of mirror 
being used) and all sort of tiny and intricate trinkets. It is 
all bike a fantasy or a delicate dream, like the tinkling of a 
silver fairy bell. It is as if a person is suddenly transform ¢+— 
into a world of minature and he himself belongs to the age of 
the Seven Fairies. 

This exhibition usually lasts a few days to give the public 
a chance to see what it is like. But yearly the attendence is 
steadily declining more and more. But we have a slight fedling 
that this certain woman would continue doing all this elaborate 


things, attendence or no attendence. 
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Every single article in the exhibitiont e hand made end 
with the greatest of care. There are delicate home made 
Slippers, baskets and all sort of oddities. Each one is a 
masterpiece of workmanship. 

In short the holiday is celebrated like this in America. 
People draw water on the seventh of July as near noon as possi- 
ble. This water could be kept in bottles for years and years 
and has some sort of magical power in healing. 

fhen there is the exhibition known as the Display of 
the Seven Sisters, or the Display of the Seven Fairies. ‘There 
is none of the superstibhon connected with the holiday over 
here. 

But in China there is a great desl more. 

The young girls, especially the one who are not married, 
prepare for the holiday on the sixth, the day before the 
real holiday. On the sixth of July the young girls are not 
supposed to eat any fish, but only vegetabtes and things 
not eonnect\ed with the fish. Of course those who are married 
could eat anything they wish, but if they refrain from eating 
fish and things like that so much better for them. Those 
who are unmarried and who eat fish on that day sare supposed 
to suffer bad luck. 

iow there is a way in which the people could find out 
what the people has eaten. In the night the people would 
have a big bowl of water. ‘The young unmarried girls would 
all gather around the bowl of water. Hach one would take 
turns in looking into the water. She would take a long bean 


sprout and drop it into the water. Immediately in the sects 
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of the water a faint shadow would appear. If the girl has 
eaten fish, the shadow of a fish wauld appear, if she has 
eaten vegetable, the shadow of a vegetable would appear. And 
so forth. AzksSo in the night the young girls would all kneal 
down on the floor before the Seven Fairies and say prayers. 
After thst everyone would try her best at piercing the thread 
through a needle. The one that do the quickest is suppose to 
have good luck and prosperity. The one who do it slow is 
supposed not to have as much luck as the quicker ones. 

Of course, we heave none of this America. 

There is an 01d legend that on that day long ago a 
young lady could weave a great quantity of cloth, and she 
weavesso fast that she amazes everyone. It is only on that 
day that she is sable to do this. She was. allowed half an hour 
to do this and during this time she is able to weave a great 
Daan Sister? 

Now the seven fairies are known as the seven Goddess of 
the heaven. And once every year they would come down from their 
heavenly home and meet a certain person called Yow Long, and 
according to the legend, he is supposed to be a sort of a 
husband. And every year on the seventh this reunion takes 
place. It is the meeting of husband and wives. And according 
to something I héard, another reunion takes place up in the 
heavens, and after the sister gve birth to a son, the son is 
sent down into the earth. 

Now on the seventh day, all the people would draw water 
and keep it. In the evening st exactly eleven o'clock the 


water is drawn and by looking into the water one could see 
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what he has eaten for the day. 

After the reunion the seven sisters return to the heavens 
until the next year when the reunion tskes place again. And 
that as far as we know is the legend connected with the Festival 
of the Seven Fairies. 

Many people sre skeptical about beliefs and superstition 
connected with the holiday. But the very fact that water drawn 
on the seventh day does keep and retain all its original 
property sould dispell any doubt from a person's mind. ver- 
sonally I don't know whether water drawn on any other day would 
keep for a period of years or not. But I do know that the water 
taken out of the faucet on the seventh day does keep for many 
years. 

The legend about the seven fairies is a very interesting 
one, very different and unique. And the miracle that they do 
to water is also very startling. 

If they could only help a person with his work, such 
as writing or typing, perhaps we, who are always doubtful 
of susersti'oe and legends could say too, "We also believe 


in the seven fairies." 
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The Festival of the Moon Jon Y. Lee 
464 Fifth St. 
Oakland, Calif. 


It is really very puzzling how a moon conld have anything 
to do with a holiday, but since this world is Ripley conscious, 
it is only natural that strange and bewildering things happen. 

This world is forever revolving around the sun, and we 
have seasons, winter, summer, autunn, and fall, and we know 
by reading books that there are spots in the sun, and holes in 
the moon, and that the moon causes tkdal waves and floods. And 
also, in the dim dark ages, continuous rainfall fell for centuries, 
Slowly cooling the mass of hot substance what is now known as 
the earth. Then came the ages, the age of the fish, the age 
of mammals, the reptiles, the cavemen and now the age of modern 
men. 

And when the rain began to stop, lakes, ocesns and seas 
were formed. The land contracted making mountains, hills, 
and valleys. And then for centuries evolution took place, and 
then to the surprise of everyone the fish was a man (the poor 
fish) and the man wasn't a fish, but an ape. Perhaps this is 
an insult to the ape. | 

Then there were stars, and the heavenly bodies settled 
down and became satellite and planets, and there was a moon 
too. And the moon revolves around the earth, and the earth 
revolves around the sun, and the sun stays still. This then 
is a short story of geology. And serves as an introduction to 
one of China's oldest holidays, the Festival of the oon. 

The Festival of the Moon, we have been told, has been in 
existence since there is a world, so either geology is wrong, 
or the legend is wrong, and you can take your chotce. The 


Festival of the Moon began way back when the world first started. 
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The moon is supposed to be so beautiful young lady, very 
attractive and every night the people from down below look®& 
up and admire¥ her. This moon is very timid and she feelsc: 
embarrassed by the constant attention the men fdlks pay her. 
Therefore she speaks to the sun, a male and Say she is willing 
to change placews with him. So finally after much argument 
the sun consented, and the lady became a sun, and the male became 
Zhe moon. Now to hide her beauty the young lady sun spread out 
a ray of sunshine so that when men look:up to flirt with her, 
her rays of sunshine would so hurt their eyes the} they have to 
let her alone. And that was how the sun became a lady and the 
moon became & man. 

The eclipse is something af a calamity. Nothing could | 
throw more fear into the hearts of the old villegers than to 
see an eclipse. there is talk that the sun is making love to 
the moon, and does not wish to have human eyes watch them. 
Therefore the fairies of the heavens cast a shadow and hide 
the love making from the view of the populace. 

But the more popglar talk is that the lady in the moon 
is eating it up and after the eclipse is passed, it is said 
that she is eliminating the moon out again. Now when an eélipse 
PARRA the old villagers would burn candles and say prayers 
up,the open sky to save the moon from beinz completely devoured. 
Not only in China is this belief still prominent, but in America 
right today many old Chinese still thinks that an eclipse is 
eaused by the lady devouring the moon. 

But we just said that the moon was a male, and how in 


the heck a lady is devouring it is more than we can explain. 
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Maybe {t's a concubine of the sun. Maybe. 

There is also ststed in the legend that the moon is the 
guardian of s huge and elaborate tree, and the tree is so strong 
that it defiles anyone who attempts to chop it down or wreck 
it. The moon is the sole gasrdian of the tree, and looks after 
it constantly and faithfully. If this tree is ever chopped down, 
the end of civilization and the world will come. 

the tree is strong and sturdy, and so fer everyone who 
has attempted to break it down hag raive 

Now on the fifteenth of August, the moon is Supposed to be 
the brightest snd roundest the whole yeer around. On this day, 
The Festival of the lioon, the moon symbolizes the fact that be- 
csuse the moon is round, and on that night it shines the bright- 
est for the year, it also brings hope into the hearts of the 
multitude that humens beings on this earth shall too be round 
and full and shine its brightest in spirit ana understanding. 
And that my dear friefds, is the story of the Festival of the 
Moon. | 

On the night of the fifteenth the people ssy prayers to 
the moon. And they would burn wax eandles, and offered delicate 
and tempting dishes to the moon. It has been ssid that anything 
offered to the moon could keep for many days without spoiling. 
There is a Chinese foods known as "wa tow" which is more or 
less like a potato, very starchy, and dark gray in color. 

The people slways uses this food for offerings to the Gods. 
Time and time again after this "wu tow" is cooked they spoiled 
unless eaten very quickly. But those that are put in front 


of the candles and offered as foods to the Gods keep for a long 
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time and do not spoil for many days. 

Usually on the tables are spread out small cups of 
rice and wine, and also chopsticks so that when the moon is 
hungry, he shall est what he desires. Sometimes a chicken 
is put on the canter of the tabée, with something red stuck 
in his month. ‘Then the red candles would be burned. Also on 
the tables would be fresh fruits such as grapes snd oranges, 
pbansnas, and most important of all "Ling gawk" a sort of black 
thing shaped like a flying Bird in motion, and what the English 
equilavent for it, we do not know. These "ling gawk" are 
cooked until soft and tender, end even then they are hard 
enough to crack your false teeth, and are also éffered to the 
moon at prayer. 

Like the Festival of the Dragon, on this days people 
exchange gifts and bring each other presents of foods and edible 
articles. After the foods have been offered to tne moon the 
people take this same foods and prepare an\& elaborate and 
stunning meal from it. they take great pleasure in eating 
this food, since the Deea. aos a sort of influence over it. 
And in the evening there are great elaborate meals for the 
families. 

Now in the cities where people are more rich and have 
the money to celebrate, they do it in a much more elaborate 
fashions. ‘the friends and realtives would bring things and 
give it to each other. 

In those houses where there is a open roof people Zo 
up in the evening and decorate the roof with brilliant lan- 


terns and decorations. 
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Going up to the roof tops one could see across the 
whole city and see &anterns swaying to the soft wind of the eve- 
ning and this is indeed a sight for anyone to see. And on the 
evening of the fifteenth, everyone in the household will go 
up to the roof and look at the moon. 

Up there they would have their mesls, right in the moonlight 
and lantern light. They would wait until the moon if right 
over their heads and then say a silent prayer to themselves. 
The people would all stay up near the roof for the whole 
evening and play mah jong by moonlight and lanternlight. Ana 
thus a whole evening is ppent up on the roof. 

those who are very Superstitious do not stop here. fhe 
next day, the sixtéenth,, they would Say prayers to the sun, 
and offer foods and articles tp the sun. 

But the majority of the people only say prayers to the 
moon, and the poor sun is forgotten completely. 

In China the holiday is very elaborate and dazzling and 
the sight& of thousands of lanterns swaying up on the rooftops 
to and fro is really an eyefilling and breathtaking sight. 
fhe people stay up on the roof-tops for many hours playing 
many rounds of mah jong and tin gow, both very popular Chinese 
games. 

Another important food for the day is peanuts. This 
too is gJometimes put on the table as offerings to the moon. 

Of course , no holiday is complete without melon seeds. The 
people take the black and red melon seeds up to the roof 
and munch them between games and pauses. 


The moon up in the heavens shines it brightest and fullest. 
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Then thet is the *estival of the “oon. 

In America there is no hanging of lanterns in the roof- 
tops, but in many homes the housewives still offer foods 
and wine to gue arta th the night of the #ifteenth. In many 
modern homes the holiday is not celebrated at all. 

On this day the exchanging of gifts is:still very 
popular, more popular than the Festival of the Dragon, and peo- 
ple spend a great deal money back and forth. 

eee how daei vas will buy a stack of good luck paper 
anddshey would burn them after the prayers. Usually the 
house is stack full of fresh fruits, mostly oranges and apoles, 
and these are to be eaten by members of the family after 
the moon prayer, or else they are given away to friends. 

People usually give oily foods on this day, why we do 
not know, only that they are the kindsof foods that keep 
the longest and take the most time to eat. So that the friends 
could remember who gave them the foods, nica friends, eh? 

Usually the people have a great dinner at night, composed 
of fency foods and wine, and the Festival of the “oon is over. 
Over here almost nobody offercfoods or prayers to the sun 
aS in China. The celebrate the #estival of the moon sand 
that is all. 

The main idea of the festival of the Moon is that 
the people in this earth shall shine bright and full as the 


moon itself. 


And that, we have a suspicion will never really ever 


happens 
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“a The Festival Of the Dragon Jon Lee 68 
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It is very difficult to find the appropiate title for 
a Chinese holiday and have it mean} as near as the original 
Chinese name. The fifth of May is one of the more important 
Chinese holiday? a day which has its beginning more than three 
hundred years ago, according to my Chinese teacher. I remem- 
ber that when I was small I used to hear and see this holiday 
pass by, and not for once did I inquire as to the reason or 
reasons for the celebration. 

1 remember long ago, when people and friends used to 
bring oyster sauce and ducks dipped in oil to my house. I rem- 
ember my mother phoning to the food store and ordering many 
different articles of merchandise and donating them back to 
the kind friends sna re#latives that brought all the delicious 
foods to the house. I Mekonter how my mother used to burn those 
good luck candles, and burn stacks of golden papers, and the cups 
‘of wine and rice flickering in the soft light of the burning 
incense still linger in the dim past of my mind. 

I used to sit at the table and watch people haa achat 
fancy foods, and all sort of dishes. And wine too. And then 
as the years went by, I Fanenees how it happened, and how the 
day became so that today it is so much different from what I 
used to know. No longer do I see those golden papers burning 
in the kitchen, nor the bright lights of the red wax candles 
flickering. About the only thing that happens on this day 
is the exchanging of foods such as the ‘oyster sauce, ducks, 
and Chinese tobacco, which the 014 women love dearly. And perhaps 


we will have a meal of all these foods, and thet is about all 


that happens, absolutely nothing more. 
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And in recent years we don't even have that fancy meald. 
So it seems that another holiday over here is on the downhill 
slide to oblivion. Now the Festival of the Dragon is another 
one of those holidays that belongsto the old calendar. 

The reason for the holiday as far as I can find out 

was that on the fifth of May a certain important man, bitterly 
disappointed because of political adifficuities with another 
important man of another section of the country, was faced 
with bitter despair. S o on that day, the fifth of May, 

the one and only thing that he could do was to jumps certain 
river. All this happened in the province of Wunan. Of course 
we have been told of this and that, and an 01d woman even went 
as far as to say something about double toes, about ghost, and 
evil spirits. And she ended up with saying, "Of course, I 
only heard of this.” 

Holidays, especially Chinese holidays are very hard to 
trace, some of them being happened so very long ago, that even 
the old Chinese themselves do not definitely know themsekves. 
But down through the generations the people this and a little 
of that to it, that the holiday takes on @ very complicated 
meaning, as puzzling as a politician in office. 

Now in Ghina every holiday is observed with religious 
regularity, and all the old customs and manners are exactly 
just what they used to be. Even today in the old villages, 
nothing has changed. 

We found out from a woman @xactly how the holiday is 
celebrated in the particular village. In most of the small 


villages of China, the majority, or to be more exact, almost 
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everyone is poor. And being poor it is naturally true that 
they are ignorant, ignorant of the events of the world, of 
literature, and everything that is of any importance whatsoever. 
So it is not surprising to know how little they know of the 
holidays, except what they have been told by their elders, and 
they in turn learn about customs and celebration from their 
fathers and mothers. 

And when these people wandered away to lands far away, 
they begin to drop old customs and traditions, and little by 
little they would forget, although they still celebtate the 
holiday. So that today in the Festival of the Dragon, we 
see very very little excitement. But in China the 01d customs 
still prevail. 

In China all kind of superstition accompanies the holiday. 
Originally perhaps this holiday was celebrated because of an 
important event. But somehow, somewhere some sort of super- 
stition manages to creep in and is still in evidence. 

One of the most important things that people do in the 
Festival of the Dragon is the exchanging of gifts, although 
in one instance, in talking to another woman, we found out that 
people do not give any gifts on that day, but the majority of 
people do. The people in the villages would put all the foods 
and gifts in big baskets made of strong bamboo, and carry them 
to their friends and neighbors, and they in turn would give 
back some of the original things that the neighbors bring them 
and add some which they purchase themselves. And then there 
ao. phe usual praying, of burning incense, and elaborate meals. 


Now the day is supposed to be one of evil spirtts, and 
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devils, (we heard that one before) and there are strange ways 
to keep them away. They way’ d0\they) this is like this. They 
take some fine white powdery powder and dye it into a scarlet 
red. When the ghosts see this color, they would take to 
running and leave the people alone. So the old villagers 

take thks red powder and paste it on the walls and bedrooms 

to frighten the spirits away. But they don't dnd here. They 
take this vowder and paint it on the stomach of the infants, 
right on the er...er... right on the stomach. Or regions near. 

Now one of the most important thing of this holiday is 
the wrapping of cooked rice in dried leaves. This is known 
as "jone." The rice is cooked into a thick massy and gluelike 
consistency, and No the center af this mixture is stuffed with 
salt duck egg centers, fat pork, and occasionally some roast 
chestnuts. ‘This whole thing is wrapped with green leaves and 
tied with strings made of leaves. 

This "jone" the people give around to each other. There 
are two kinds. One is the sweeten, the obhher is the salted 
kifid. The sweet kind is like a teanspsrent glaze of looking 
glass, yellow in color, and some spots of red here and here. 
This, made of pure rice, and perhaps brown sugar. I don't know. 

Of course, there is the elaborate dinner at night, when 
fricnds and relatives perhap® would gather together and feast. 

Now in the important cities and sometimes in the villages 
near the open waters, the dragon boat races are held. This is 
: very elaborate and colorful pageant for the spectators, as 
all the color and glamour is concentrated together into one 


magnificent event. 
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Usually the men in the town gather together and have 
races. ted neh bs boats are huge and elaborate affairs, very 
spetecular, breathtaking as it glisten down the river, And every- 
one of the townfolks who could make it will line all along the 
river's edges and witness the race and goin in the general 
enthusiasm. 

Each man in the boats will try their best to outdo the 
other, and even if they lose in the race they nevdrtheless will 
have had a great time of it all. 

Now after all this enthusiasm a note of seriousness will 
creep in. People will take the "jone" and cooked rice and 
throw them into the river. This is to pay tribute to the man 
who threw himself into the river so long age, and the result 
was a holiday. 

And that as far as we can find out Ws the way in which 
the celebration is observed back in the old country. 

But in America there is no dragon boat races, no throw- 
ing of "jone" into the river, nor any of the painting of red 
Galen on person's stomach. 

4 It is still a mystery to us as to how the dragon has 
anything to do with this holiday. But in almost every Chinese 
holiday, a dragon figures somewhere, you can't get away from 
it. They are as thick as Jap soldiers along the great wall, 
whioh is no longer great. 

And strangely enough we do not have any dragon parade 
over here on the #estival of the Dragon. We only see it in 
the New yaar ion the seventh day, and even then, we cannot be 


sure of it. But you can be sure that when anybody wishes to 
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raise money for some purpose they would be able to collect 
a great deal by just parading the dragon sround the town. 

Over here in America the holiday is observed by the 
majority of the Chinese people. Usually the people give gifts 
to each other. And in the evening shere would be a meal 
composed of fancy foods. In the more superstitious homes 
there would be prayers and barning of candles. 

But all the escitement and enthusiash of the holiday 
is completely lacking, with the results then in compsrision 
with the celebration of the same holiday in China, we have 
a very pale and delicate affair. Paftly due to the modernizing 
of the Chinese, and partly due to the getting away from old 
superstition and beliefs. 

However, the day is a grand opportunity for the different 
stores to do some great advertising. They would take the "jones" 
and pass them around to the customers with a kind word to the 
effect that they hope that the customers would continue to buy 
from them. In fact the store do this on every important holi- 
day, sometimes bringing to the customers live chickens, ducks, 
stacks of Chinese made cookies, and sometimes oyster sauce. 

But most of the people buy their goods from their friends 
and relatives, and nothing can influence them to change their 
minds. 

Over here, as the years go by, little by little the 
excitement and observance of the holidays are disappearing, 
and we would not bé surprised to see the children of today 
completely ikgnorant, when they grow up, of the Festival of 


the Dragon. 
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Year is just sround the corner, (they said that 


4 ie . ow 
¢ about prosperi too, but they, still looking for-the comer) 


, 


and this seems an app time to write about it. We are 


3 ‘happy to announce that the Y S celebration by the 
jP 

Chinese s¥re- much more simp recent years, although 

many who love¢ the g fuss of former 


almness of 


years might disappointed in the quietness 


the idays. 
It is very evident to the observer that the Chinese 

New Year has lost much of its Qriental glamour, its fanciful 

and weird customs, and its very typical Chinese atmosphere) 

which slways manage to pugzle this Qecidental world. However, 

on the other hand, the celebrations are more simple, and mach 

of the former minute details are completely done away with. 
This change is a very gradual one, beginning back -te— 

many years, and slowly but continuously changing until today 

in some respects, a very modern manner has set inj While, at 

Pr same time, in many other household} the ojd and traditional 

customs are Wiciais jupkered Ane Still in some other households 


AA 
the New Year's celebration #*e not even observed at all, and 


the people do not care. 
New Year is always en important holliday ¢o-every Tetion. 
It is a day when everyone looks forward to something better; 
a day in which all rivalry and. joakeney are supposed to be 
things of the past. And as I have been told, much as I 
dislike believing it, thet certain people in the interior of 
| China taked a bath the day before the New Year, the one and 
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ofily one, until the next year¢ rolls along. 
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The important thing er ceat tc) Wee vane. bey changed 
quite considerably. And we can say quite definitely that 
many years from now, the way of osldyeali wats be different, 
of course, the mainctraits and outline cana: be the same, but 
undoubtedly many new and different manners and ways of celebra- 


AS ; 
ting would creep in unconsciously. 
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Now let us tarn back the cloek, and imagine ws as being 
ore MD 


oi 


members of a Chinese family, let us say,, about ten years ago. 
We are to see how a holliday is to be eolalratads 
New Year is just a few days off, and everyone in the 
city Cee excited. The children are eagerly looking forward 
to the day when ties vial receive money wrapped in red paper. 
The mothers of the femily are busily digging into their small 
trumks to get out the long Silken robes, which they are to wear 
on the first day, epid'so discard’ thelz old black pants and 
jackets. New Year's emcitement is in the air, in the way 
the people talk, in their eyes and faces. And perhaps all 
along the street corners the old man who sells lily bulbs 


~fne putting his wares on the sidewalks, the single layer, 


~ 


~ and the double layers lilies. 


The stores are doing big business. Red and black 
melon wrod ane easily and quickly disposed of. lichee ere \ 
melon} candy, and dried coeoanut candy are readily geakou anus 
asthe busy housewives. ‘The New Year is coming quickly and 


time is very valuable. 
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New Year's eve is considered one of the most important 
days of the New Year, important because it is the very last 
tay of the old year, and the introduction to the new. On that 
day the hogsewives will be busily wrapping quarters and fifty 
cent? pieces in red paper, which are later to be distributed 
to the children of their numerous friends. And the men folks 
“probably went to the bank the day before, and took out all 
the elaborate gjewels ita rings, and pearl necklaces which 
are to-we adorns# om the lovely necks of the womens  eahbetaiy 
of course, that the high neck of the long Chinese robes does 
not hide the neck from view. 

One of the things that the women folks enjoy doing is 
making Chinese fancy dough cakes. -Ané Wore than once it is 
said, that the one who fails to make them nice and pretty on 
New Year's eve wie probably have a very bad year ahead of! «: 
her. So the housewives usually take s great deal of care 
and see that the cooking for that day a el burn, especially 
the rice, ahatioee that everything runs smoothly so thet the 
year can be ushered in with # good and cheerful mood. There 
are housewives who will worry their heads off, because either 
on the eve om on the first day something has gone wrong. Some- 
time it is a trifles thing of no important consequence ex 
impertantance, but during the time of New Year beware to the 
ohe who does anything to offend one of these superstitious old 
woman. Manners are Ske most important during these trying days. 
Friends who usually are jolly and chummy together wall sit down 


more or less like strangers trying to act in a dignified manner 


quite foreign to them. 
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| o) 
But why 911 this forehand dignified acting) 


as I wes able t o be this. 


Everything has & beginning. Every celebration and 


Chey 


. ; As— 
undonbtedly ha, scbeginning somewhere els all Cots | explained 


in one word, superstition. 
The first day of the New Year is a day when all the evils 
of the world, of the heavens, of hell, are supposed to come 
out and invade the world. <Avergthing that is connected with: 
the wicked and evil ae supposed to have full sway that day. 
Now in order to combat this Wowde~es invisible army, the Chinese 
set the day aside as one of importance, and everyone should 
have a good word for his friends and enemies so that the devils 
and ghosts eooaa: bok dominate them. But how do the people 
go about this? | 
fhey greet each other, and wish each other good luck 
for the coming year, ad hope that prosperity and fortune 
wad come @ome to each one. And they have celebrations to 
proclaim the defeat of the evil, and to annouce the triumph 
of the good. And down through the long ages of history, a 
lle YrReinyrn Ppt ie f 
custom d@ to give money to each other, tasks 11 wrapped up in 
red or gold paper. era ‘Good luck slogans and everything imagin- 
able thing connected even femotely with good luck is taken into 


Serious consideration, such as the eating of "jide," the offer- 


ings donated to the good luck Goddess, the burning of incense 


on floors of every single room, and every single doorway. 
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fo those who do believe in these Strange, but fascinating 
customs, and this is very rere in China, it simply means that 
the party concerned does not believe in ghosts and the legends 
brought down through the ages. 
a But the New Year does not ead here. It #, for days 


A| and days afterward. After the bs ies of the unearthly ghosts 
has been successfully repulsed. “tt always is} then the real 
ay celebration starts. There will be feastingd, and merriment 
vy that sieht 2a the very lea Crue he yee Sy 7 
In China no one contd fo hen va his house and visit friends 
until he wes ofictally sponte New Year. This is usually done 
| by offering food and wine to the Gods and doing all the necessary 
; things he is supposed to do, such as eating "jide™ shooting off 
a’ firecrackers, and wrapping money red good luck paper. ‘Then and 
Ae <4 only then are they aN to go out aud visit their friends and 
we ecenenge greetings Wes ee other. 
, Awa New Year's eve, according-to this woman, is quite 
an important day. The woman lock®™ themselves in the kitchen 
and make dough cakes. And not matter how epee tey make then, 


they are not supposed to say so, 


. by saying so, she would 
automatically hetet eke inde apowt the whole group of women. 

If during this time, should someonegcomel\ in, and at the precise 
moment one of the "gin dur" should explode like an Italian 

shell on Ethiopian's earth, then that too is a sign of peek 
luck. Usually the group of women is easily silent and refrain 
from speaking if they can help it. And even if they should 
speak, they should ey say the good things and nention Spee 
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thing that ave not good or,of ill omen. 
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Of course, scarlet red is the lucky color of the Chinese, 4,42 
~ Janda during all good holidays, the mothers weaid dress their 
little darlings in dazzling color of, brillance ,—+het+—may—art— 


The re weethbe © great deal. of entertaining, parities, 
a and huge and elaborate celebrations. 
Now another important thing that they do in China is to 
make fancy cakes, huge paddings ag get then. away antil the 
proper day to eat then, and- by thet time they are probably af 
ruined and ter do not taste one taath as well 4s «Ft a ana hs 


eaten when freshly done. But it is the custom, and the peeple 
follow it almost rigidly, even if the stomach does not agree oe 


| | eo 
ar favorably. One of the most important things @ene, is the 
brown sugar pudding. Tnis is usually done by the housewives 
themselves on New Year's eve, or perhaps 4 few days before. 
After it is fimished, a pieca of money, wrapped in red paper, 
is put on top, yes, for good luck. And this pudding Widdebe 1S 
laid on the table and not tebe eaten until the seventh day 
of the year, the Birthday of Mn. 
The séventh day is another important day. It is known 
as the Birthday of Men. On that day, the people of the. whole Sie 
world are supposed to get together is, celebrate the event 2 é 
as one big holiday. They celebrate the triumphant march of 
Ww the gobd, and the defeatvof the evil. ( offichially, the New 


Year ends on the seventh day Rat some people celebrate until 


| es the fifteenth, which is known as she Double New Year. Bret 


a kn America this Double New Year is almost unheard of, It is 


not as important as the New sat 
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No one is to eat fish during the ays os this Et ret aey, 4 
Rare rverctno hr tattaeent se A a 0 l a 
or anything connected with the fish, or smelk like a it is pet 
be 
a sign of bad luck, you probably guess “petro. toda 


agg “Fen the mothers Gontd buy red and greém things that ja 
are fried, and these they put on the table for a few days to 
a week. 

Now the Chinese people are divided fe een and each 
clan is divided in something else, and each and every one 
has its own variations of celebrating the year. ‘Thfstvariations 
are very Slight, and are not worth putting down. 

very day of the lew Year has a name. The first day is 
called the Birthday of the Chicken, he Second day, the 
Birthday of the Dog. ‘Then followe¢ the Birthday of the Pig, 
the Birthday of the Lamb, the Birthday of the Cow, the Birth- 
day of the Horse, (did I hear a laugh?), the Biréaday of Men. 
Those are the seven important days. Wait, there Mg, three 
nore, Yhen the Birthday of the Soldier, or rather the Birthday . 
of Wheat, which comes before the Birthday of Soldier, and 


finslly the Birthday of the Robber, 


he Dionne's household. 


how could we? So there you are, to take it or leave it. 


The very superstitious fami1y“do not sweep the floors 
for one whole week. ‘Thai more dirt and melon seeds on the 


floor, ghe more prosperity it means to the household. emer 


pet Porke-sekt ; gate 
Bat par those who are not so particular they sweep their 4, 
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floors every other day, or every other two days. And another 
peor 


VT, og @ eee 


indication that foretells reshe-r one 4e8 200d luck or bad 


is the Chinese as hd If the flowers do not sprout, or if the 


-. bubb mansges to bloom but very feebly, it means that one will 


%® 
not have very good luck for the coming year. 


Many things happen in the New Year. O14 acquaintances 


are renewed. Usually people who are busy go to seé each other 


only once a year. They do it every year with great regularity. 


ra) 


Of course, there is the netial “Sheng ing of cooked foods. 


One woman will bring some of her dough cakes to another And 


she in turn will bring back some of her own. (We have to 
admire her courage anyway.) And so bit goes, 

In the more spperstitious fom ye the mother eRe L1y A a 
to an old fortune telling woman ant have fortunes told df the 
whole family, about their health, their fortunes, and their 
chances of going back to the old country. And {it is Na 
ing how much they believe in such things. 

Ana a New Year is not complete without firecrackers, noise, 
and all that goes with it, which is plenty, as Mae West would 
say it. | 

The grand finale of the year is the seventh day. And one 
of the important sights of the Birthday of Men is the dragon 
parade. Somehow or another the dragon seems to be a symbol 
eonnectéd with eotobrationss }herefore, it fs only naturel 
to see the dragon on the Birthday of Men. 


It is considered good luck to have the dragon visit 


| the house or store. It is supposed to bring lucx and prosperity. 


People who had suffered bad luck, and stores that did not do 
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sy a) iN +? 
g too well welcome the dregons with open arms. 
} a8 
's The way they go about this is like this. 
ih First take a lettuce, (don't bother about washing it), 
N as and tie& the lettuce to a string. Fisished? All right, now 


get a nail, it doesn't matter if it is a bit rusty, and nail 
it about one foot away from the top of the front door. Now 
hang the lettuce there and get off from your stool and go 
into your room and get a dollar bill, although a two, five, or 
7 ten are not A a wrapReg that He red paper. Now hang 
) that small paper right bdéneath the lettuce, and wait for the, 
good luck dragon to come. Meanwhile while waiting, you can 
eo into the kitchen and cook your rice, or anything you happen 
to be doing. Now when Towels eps atee se sputtering and exploding, 
harry outside. You will see a mean doing a hula shimmy underneath 
a maze of ornaments and firecrackers explding near his feet. 


Your heart wots perhaps re) a leap, as you realize 


that the dragon is knocking at you “door. ‘The sounds of Zones 


‘ J as 
and the schreeening of some musical instyments Wwortd come near 


and stop right at your very door. ‘the man under the dragon 
pu 
4 i stop his shimmy shammy snd make bhene RT bows, (count 
\ Qt 
; We them if you don't beléeve me) and suddenly wottd burst sich. 


in a elaborate and dizzy dence. ‘The man under the dragon ea: 


open the mouth of the dragon and chew off the lettuce, money 


7 

Ay i and all, especially the money part, and then make g three deep 
A : howe okeanwhile you are just enthralled with it all, realizing 
that good luck has cone into your household at last. You light 


& package of “Sle aaa and let 'em have it. 
| hy i Fhon a man would come up and give you a red card, thank- 


ne for your. generous donation. 
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ye . 
You receive his cards with thanks Gers greatly encour- 


aged, and your heart is light, facing a year of luck and pros- 
perity. And as the year ed’on, and the luck and prosperity 
do not come, perhaps you word wonder to yourself, whether it 
was the dragon that came to the door, or a wolf in Sheepskin. 
And you are glad that you only hung up a doller instead of 


CiVGs. 2 s sll ere 3 


ver, and you go about your daily duties, 
of? 
just dkee bafore, year afser year, day after dsy, and soon another 


year worta roll around, axd you do the same tring over again. 


Pérhaps this might not a happy year, but we must say 


it is an exciting one, eh what? 
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ie some way mark the unborn child. , 


arms too high over her head, nor to hammer nails into the 
i walls, nor to walk too far, in order that she may not have a 3 
Prise, miscarriage. 

She is likewise advised not to eat too large a quantity 
of crab, shrimp, pineapple, or bananas. These foods the Chin- 
ese believe will cause eczema or some form of skin eruption 
: upon the child. 

She is also warned not tomend her shoe while it is on 
her foot, for if she does this, her child may be born with 
eae <b 4asaro we together. 

: When a Chinese woman has given birth to a child she is 

told not to drink any cold liquids, not even cold water. Every- 
thing she drinks must be warm. 
| According to Chinese belicf the new mother is filled with 
what they call "cold wind air". Her body at this time must 


this cold air. Therefore the Chinese conclude she must have 


wa eberad ns 08 oe ‘tott | poles " , 
ae, dtsta ond oot toh “beyelaa tb om 
| bho mre ond aaa, ei, 


wee 
wy a 


"pas meat eLiest srocuact iw Loi rbaod so 180. gad re i 
a eyed ton we eda? ‘taste nebo ni vat oor ten ee 


= 


oricvp @ ogtel ood ne ot sos bos tvba 5 coiwodtd big 8 | 


‘aokewae tas 30 ‘eae ema 0 ames Saud! ‘tem vetted 4 
TS a | able ott 

bo et ig ek tiw w ota aot brewed son bonmtow oats al ‘eda - 
rian svod ed wen oLise son ,etat eed. ‘orl - mah sat toot 4 zs 
eS ; stedit god a OLB aot —_ 
a teria bi belo a of secre nevig: asd nemow psentdo *; aon ot 


nee sige a BLoo move tom yebtup tt bLoo wae: satab of ton 
Aes wmgem od tenn odatub aria. 
aie Belifi al edd om won. sag ‘youted enenta® ov antbrocak 
wane ents ats ta bod sedis Meets badw bLoo" ffe9 Dare 
40 hear: bis yom ode teas sob nh begaert ed: 

_ eval: Mee gale bu Lomoo eaoniny ast onotenent | te , hte 4 
‘ape. ‘ta poam fais ateluotiiaq 8 tae taxm an an 


Ce ae sgonty oxentho ob beatoog, osctbky, bt 


This food is always cooked for the new mother and she 


is advised to eat it for one month after the birth of her 
child. She may eat it several times a day, but eat it she 


must. If she does not have this mixture of foods, the Chin- 


ese believe she will suffer from any number of various ail- 
ments in later life. For they believe it is extremely dan- 
gerous to allow this "cold wind air" to remain in her body, 
and this api ecidie’ is a certain and sure means of removing 
What appears to them a very injurious thing. 

In regard to this custom, 1 asked a doctor (a young Chin- 
ese who received her M.D. at the University of Galifornia) if 
she found this tradition in existence among her patiants in 
San Francisoo. She said it w as a prevailing custom, and, so 
long as it did not appear harmful, she did not advise her pa- 
tients against it. 

A large pot of this food is kept on the stove ready not 
only for the mother, but for all friends who may come to visit 
her and pay their respects to the mw arrival. For one month 
this food is prepared, during which time the mother is always 
at home. 

When the Chinese call for the first time on the mother 


and child, the custom is to bring some silver coins wrapped 


in red paper. These small packages, as I understand, are not 
given to either the mother or father, but laid near or upon 


the infant. Presents are also given but generally after one 
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month, when the banquet is held. Baby showers and presents 
are never given before birth, as is the general American cus- 
ton. 

The most important ceremony for the baby is one held 
when he or she is one month old. At this time close friends 
and relatives are invited and it is a festival of rejoicing 
and happiness, one of the essential features of this celebra- 


tion is the appearance of rededyed eggs, ordinary hens* eggs 


-eolored; but unlike our multi-colored Easter eggs, the Chin- 


ese use only red. The ginger, pigs’ feet, and vinegar dish 
is present, of course, and another special dish, chicken 
cooked in wine. There may be other foods, but the three men- 
tioned are considered of prime importance, if not abso lute ly 
necessary. 


According to one Chinese woman, this dish of ginger, 


pigs! feet, and vinegar is rarely cooked unless there is a 


birth in the family. Consequently whenever one smells the 
aroma of the dish, he immediately supposes there has been a 
birth in the vicinity. However, once in a while, some one 
breaks the rule and makes the dish "without benefit of birth) 
thereby causing considerable speculation and occasionally 
much puzzlement. I asked Miss Lee if this dish could be or- 
dered in a restaurant. She assured me it could not be pro- 
cured there. However, another Chinese woman said it could be 
had in almost any restaurant. Incidentally, it is said to be 


a very delectable food. 
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STERILITY 


If there are no children, ons of the Chinese beliefs isc: 
that the wife's body is in a weakened condition. Consequent- 
ly she takes various tonics made from mandrake. 

Mandrake the Chinese consider a highly valuable root, 
possessing supernatural powers. The roots of this plant re- 
semble somewhat crudely the bony structure of the human body, 
and the more closely the roots resemble a body, the more po- 
tent and the more expensive it is. 

So positive are the Chinese that mandrake is in some way 
possessed of human properties, ches say it moans and groans 
when it is drawn from the earth. 

There is also another belief in connection with sterility, 
that has to do with the graves of ancestors. ir the graves 
are incorrectly placed or if the ground is too wet around than, 
the Chinese believe these factors will affect the family tree. 

(I am not certain whether this belief is applicable to 


ancestors of both husband and wife.) 


CONCERNING MIDWIVES 


In reading Dr. Palmer Finley's book, "The Story of Child- 
birth", I found the fodlowing statement? "The Chinese people 
in San Framcisoo have dropped their native custom of employ- 
ing midwives and are using physicians, often of their own 
race. There is no higher maternal or infant mortality among 


them than among the residents of San Francisco in geneal",. 
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I inquired into this and found the situation to be as 
Br. Finley had written. However, the reason for this appar- 
ent advancement in scientific methods is not due to any de- 
sire on the part of the Chinese women to have physicians 
when their children are born, but is due to the fact that 
they now must have birth certificates. 

This reason was given to me by a young Chinese woman. I 
then asked a Chinese doctor if it were true,tbat there were 
practically no midwives in Ghinatown. She answered me, "The 
majority of the women have doctors". I asked if it had any- 
thing to do with getting birth certificates. "Certainly", 


“he said, “it has all todo with it”. 


“#(Note: according to California law a physician must, 
if possible, be in attendance at child birth. The birth must 
be registered and a birth certificate is of very great import- 


ance to the native-born Chinese. ) 
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there ove many tenphes in deine tems Kong Chow Temple, 
4 Gront. ail and Kearney Street. More than eighty years ago, 


tor thetr dependebie finanetel resources. Before the Chinese 
|“ Republic was born, thie temple was rented to the people for 
$15,000 ° yer. Kong Chow Temple te also known in Chinatown 
\g ; ee Quan Dad Temple. Quan Dal was the name of a person who 
a J was the bravest, most intelligent, honorable, and beloved mil- 
 Atary Leader in Sam Kuo Dynasty. Begause of his bold person+ 
rh a ality, the Chinese people worship him as their future pretect~ 
Pi ee. ‘Every year on May 13, hie aleciples offer hin a feast in 
the temple with chickens and roast pigs, burning eandles and. 
.ineense in order to celebrate hie birthday. Each attendant 
at thie celebration hee to give a “lee see" (a red paper wrap-~ 
& be with coin in a eertain amount) to the temple keeper; it 
me means good luck to everyone. 
| 4 The temple 1s builé in Chinese style, inside 1t is coe 
- oreted with red paper writing in Chinese. Red paper means 
| A big an Quen Dal, dressed in beautiful inbcam 


v0 hiisees box painted with shining gold. This box cost | 
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(1a) 
Musing over Life in Hotel 
Hadrship of Travel is deserving tm of being sad even while eating 
The day of soaring high in success is yet far uway (one's) 
Looking at the mirror always scares one with the ease of/getting old 
Ever ytime going up the stairs , there ig fear that the month ends 
Ete ((Don't know what this line refers to)) 
in the old garden (village) long left behind are the wife and dagththr 
In the strange co intry long to be remembered are the concubine and 
son | 
The white-hatred (father) is still in his old hall (at home) in good 
health ‘ 


But when will something happen to console the p oor me, ° 


(1b) 


Drifting over lakes and seas long I have left my home 

All for money and menial labor I am bound 

Six days cannot suffice the squandering of three days: 

One yeor's sorrow is like nine year's departure (from home) 

Pitied {snii is the one who live like parasite on the lakes and rivers 
Cannot escape feeling broken hearted sbout success coming late 

If I only have a heaven -send fortune to return home 

Then it will be time for the family to be full again like the moon, 


(2) Musi 
A bushel's wine and.a mad song and the true nature is xhuwn exposed 
Vhen one is sad, one solijoquizes xm with poems 
Noisily sounding the earthen drum is no way to express one's feeling 
But a broken bronze bell can only muse over her feeling (that is, cannot 
say it) 
In the north (China) the winds and clouds are closing with more éoceign 
“rh invaders' trouble 
in the neighboring East (China) the revenge for national suffereing is 
' deep 
For one who wishes to revenge and raise his poeple, he must taste the 
bile's bitterness mixax 

He must not allow exsy life to ruin hiw ( Meanzing of last line not 

. Lt clear), 
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(3a)Tsaveller's Musing 
Since early youth, leaving home to be bound behyond the seas 
Home is tham ten thousand miles away ‘that even in dreams it comes 
slowly and rarely 
Emptily wasting one's life, one can only pity how quickly the spring 
; ages 
Thus year diér after year, I can only quibtly pity myself, 
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(3b) 


far travelling several oceans only to be poor 
In the far end of sky, the adventurous ambition find difficulty to 
expand 
When will the time come(for me) to compose the "Ode of Return" 
Just so that the femily can be full again 


(4). 
Sad over being Unemployed (Li Chi-Xuen) 
Business is quiet that it is hard to find foods to eat 
A lonely soul in the corner of sky saddened by a hundred worries 
Like chasing day ...... 


~~ 


Hardly enougt to fill the mouth, then there is trouble of not 
‘ findly a place to live 
Tom are the sleeves, there is besides the sadness of exposing the 
elbows 
If only a small wages is earned km in return for blood end sweat 
Then buying a boat (a return-ticket) needs no borrowing from others 


- 
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* 
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(5) Unemployment ( Li Shun-1loi) 
Cold and lonesome kaxing is the life of poverty in hotel 
Fven co ats and cotton lose their magic to withstand the cold 
(Like a) sparrow cannot find a nesting branch 
Running to north and running to south the results are one 


nal 
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(6) Musing (Li Chi-Kuen) 
% Toiling for others is wasting my all my years 
Drifting in strange land is bringing up a hundred worries 
The great ambition is difficult to repay for that is only an empty 
dream 
Anxiously worrying for the home and gountry which are seporated by 
heaven and sky 
Drifting in strange villages end living like paratite umdmxx on 
other people 
To find something to eatt is so difficult that it is lamentable 
Thus years and months drag on endlessly 
Not knowing uken what dey will be the day of return 


(1) 
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(Not translated ) 
(8) | 
Ode to Autumn in the Hall of Tung -Tre (Yang @kx Sun-tsoi, xk 
. Hawaiian Is, ) 
(vot translated) 
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Wire Plait ed ne ieee ort Melee iif te se Le X 
Paes (Ry Beas a) oie ae a eyo 
"the eee World (Cheng Veng-fole) 
i 
i wa TON | 

A perfect aries basin is Sofas Ue. presk DD ai a 
How can a plan of mement km be leid so that there will be safety 
Anxiotsly worrying over national calamity but wish to be conscribéd, 
Patiently weiting till dawn until..... (nmk text not clear) 


II 
Pestilence scourging the continent so that it is entangled in troubles 
A perfect golden basin is only waiting to break apart 
To deliver fkung the Middle Flowery out of the dangerous lend 
kmnanknxxnsh xZkexKn The only way will be.to.fight a way out to the 
living heaven 
III 
Looking northward, the wintry smoke covers up the blue sky 
Southward, the Japanese robbers are invading the Fukien border 
The only remaining large, plum thus: sadly mourns its daokh passing 
A perfect Sieve basin is about biel break apart 


» 


(rolden alae, ep rete eh ‘ianina) 
(10) 


Worryane over Tine (Li Sun-1loi) 


Looking; back on the jfiddle Plain only re@oubles worries 


Irksome(is the feeling when one Fatembers ) the time ik Vas ruen-tung was 
‘ oe ee 

The dismemberment of the. borderland is an uncommon shame 

Male youth} hurry now to grap the oppe rua moment tg save the country. 


(Kuan-tung, meaning east of Shan- -hai-Kuan, chats in 
other words, Vanbhuria, ) 


au PNe 
Male youth! Hurry now for the opportune moment to save the country 
Swear to engage in a bloody battle with the slovenly Japanese 
Let us not delay in recovering our ‘mountains and rivers, 


(11) 
Raminisnenesxufxxx Momentary reminiscence 
(Portland: Wong Chok-sam) 
Alone on the rivers and lakes like a drifting lesves 
Worn and weary like rines after snow 


In the noble heart is long remembered the song of Yi-Sui 
Assassination of Emperor Tsin wes not for sxmkemank emolument 


Emperor Tsin was , nearly asx murdered by a professional assassin, 
who was hireé by Prince of Yin, Before departing for the murderous 
job, the assassin composed a poem while ervssing the River Yi-sul, 
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(12) 
- / 
Wamanct « 3)" sn eet 24 a 
Momentary Reminiscence 
A (Canada: Ma Hung-chiv ) 
v/a 
. Momentary remimiecence on the sncestorisal lend is, something filled 
1? with. sorrow 
S Pont” Le ia) 1 Pa 
) 1 &]f since the Tangku Truce troubles leve gome frequently 
’ “ m7 ee be 4 2 pa : 2 723 
at) The painful loss of northern provinces is like eutti one's rt 
Swear to.clesn up the Zastern Tsles (J n an ition not t 
Reise the flag of jvstice to weed avay all the devil 
Sweep the sword of wisdom to kill. off #11 the traitors 
Twa te +h re 4 a) Soa > ‘ . yg i at, , 
nite the heroic sons of the great Mem i Han (Mhina) 


Pight steigut Jo altar of wooden dummies at Chang -chun 


(Chang-chun, was the name for Hsinking before Manchuria 
became Manchukuo, ) 


(14) 
ExMomentary Reminiscence or Extemporizedxam Piece 


(Sit Wah-tong ) 


Most regrettable is axkxrakanxmauntaim the mountains and rivers (country) 
that are broken 
But how can the swallows that are nesting in the hall understand the 


imminent crisis, 
should imitate Pan-chiu to enlist in the service 


One 

To save the nation (one pities that) such genius like Kuan-chun cannot 
be found, 

Cooperation between Ning (Nanking) and Yue (Canton) finally did not 


materialize 
Reiandshipxbhatusan Sino-Japanese freiddship all turned into naught, 
Empty words of resistance against the enemy are not the paxmanaxkxpaokicy 
long (-run) policy 


Why not learn from Korea the country which is now desolated, 
(Pan-chiu, a famous Chinese general during the Han dynasty 
who threw away the profession of a proxy writer to 


enlist in the army. 
Kuan-tse, one of the few great Chinese statesmen. ) 


(15) 
(difficult to translate) 
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(16) 
Bxkam Momentary thoughts 
(Portland; Wong Chuk-sam) 


Alone at the heaven's end there to meet hunger 

The old me tumble along only to hurry for months and years 

Holding a sword, there is thought to serve the country 

Wishing to enlist but there is no way to return to Tang (China) 

Sadly learn that Communist menace is spreading over the Southern Range 

Stirringly grudge that the Japanese have shaken the north 

Chest-full of warm blood where to be spilled 

Sleeping on the bed of hardship there will ka finally be days -of 
conquering Fu-son (Japan) 


(Southern Range, the mountain range kmk separating 
Kwangtung and Kiansi, ) 


(18) 
Momentary Thoughts 
(Yick ) 


Together exiled to the lay world several-decade years 

Why trouble to burn each other like beans and stems 

Let them to be wealthy only to cause someone's jealousy 

The unchanged me still remains the same except(perhaps a little) self-pity 

Theseheolmates are now enjoying ordering and commanding (the servants) 

But I because of conservatism still moving slowly : 

Born without the faki flattering nature finds it difficult to please the | 
laity : 

But earning enough purity still (makes me) resemble a saint, 

( (When the beans are picked, the stems are used as fire-wood, )) 


(20) 
Momentary Thoughts (Portland: Wong Chuk-sam) 


The militerists exceeding their authorities all like 
greedy wolves 
To think of the native village while in strange country 
is hard to bear 
The garden lawn has waxed more than once | 
cckkexpityimg The willows by the castle-moats hang lowly as | 
if pitying | 


The wave of banditry is fanning uxex and trampling over | 
the Middle Land : 

Ruthless Japan is stalking rebelliously atross the North | 
i 


thameiessiy surrendar end concede to the enemy forgetting 
all shame | 


Knowing only the use of force to indulge in intestine ware 
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, 2 ee Thoughts during a Rainy Night 
—-— The night is deserted and men are quiet when rain is blowing 
bs) . heavy 


Happy is the one who embraces a pretty maid in the warmth of 
a bed 


7 a 5 w3in raxsotxritutsxhs ee ss 
xkaix lonesomely by theixe by their solitary pdllow 
LF And elsewhere on the streets hhe hungry fellows shiver in 3 
vy" : co * 


The tunders peal amt while wind and rain bellow 
1 4 5 at — 4 2 » 2 


han a_bushel—in-____ 
volume) echoes the sound of a mandolin 
A traveller who is the guest of heaven's end Pa 
In his heert there is grudge against unfairness 


Bitter cold is approaching when the wind hissingm heavily 
The flook upsetting end devastating is laying everything to 
WES v6 : 
Piercing the mears are the sounds of bitter cry 
=a sadders—_onets _heart—thet—hi 


ax nethis very souL 


[F is scared away 


, | 2> No coat to cover one's body_, the icy skin is cola. e. 


lacking grain to fill one's belly, the hungry stomack is 
rotting ‘ 
iverywhere in the field € hungry people are urgently 
asking for succor 
4 


T\ 4 ia 7 » 
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. a _ Momentary Thoughts (Canada: Chang Wen-fu) 
| 2) the haughty sun's iil<bodimg menacing flames come threatening — 


éveryone (in their paths) 
Thinking back (the history) of the God's Continent (China) 


3 a 


ce willingly surrender to the — 


the battl 

Resist Jé&pan and save +t 
alike have responsibility 

Dont let the Great Continent to die in lethar 


efield 


(the sun refers to Japan) 


(ag) | oe 


wg a Ne ta a ee Sie) i eee SMES 


f <} (25) 
i . Elegy of Autumn 


! Drifting over tbn-thousand miles to sae ao vpody (referring 
‘la to se 
me) Tumbling uxex after winds and dus + saddens the kong far- 
“ne moscmem \) al separated one 
Pa Wineyears only ended in solitute and failure E 


(The nights) in st.ange lanés is frosty and the ‘moon is dull 
> axtingxkromxonés CHuRtKK = <i 
Ue -aenge the/graves (®uxkin} other than Tu Lin often 
oy + =-foretens’ 5s ene eee Ge arg. 5 ft Rae 
thang xtauxrencmbertisxiike} F 
ee ee Oe greeted tec lite) Chang Han who always remebered the trouts 
(in hig native village) — 


ES Sah er tate 
~ Dike the boundless white clouds the upton eabiiene <a hall 
away 
——stuietiy-rhyming -in—the—hall—of—_tung- trees until ote ee 
one's soul came near broken (from sorrow) 


(fu Lin is a graveyerd in one of the ancient 
Chinese capitai--Chang An 
~ Chang Han, ancient Chinese scholar, who became 
hone-sick at the memory of srouts in his 
no tive—riliesce 4 


Bees 124): at eee ae 2 
Moment ary Thoughts (Portland: Wong Chuk-sam) 


/2'7 Gasually think of the mountains and rivers coun 
S \ Hes enews ng the magic secret with which to butcher the tah Se only 
———— ——— one’s time (fate) left to be pitied so 
a _» Nearing the abies » ama it is time to wake up and hold the noved 
_——- Hw When the country is lost thus become dependent on others, then 
; : repent will be late 

_» Even the sky's cleavage can be mended by dint of labor 
fee any 26h bold on with all the forces the critical situation 

‘| ad Ten year's 8 tempering end whetting spent in aharping ‘Sharpen ing the 


~ sword 
¥ @) will never let Chang Liang waste his ability in vain 
Sa eee had — ; 
(Chang Liang, | a great Chinese statesman who/helped founded 
the Han dynasty.Jhe comparison here means that _ 


the sword after much tempering and hardening is 
as as valuable as ‘Chang Liang, not to be wasted 


/ that are pecenang been ben sn to support 
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8 who will areon in order to sweep away ibe i a 
A a ane atmosphere 
fot afflicts the paseks Plain by canes growth of vile weeds 


Lait bodes partition 

Ong on Wang (Chiang Kai shek and Wang ching-weh) still not 
awakened from the battle of Han Tan 

| ‘Tead and Ma (Tsai Ting-kai and Ma Chen-san) Labored: in vain 
but their bravery shines . 
Bend the utmost to foster heroic akiix abilities in order to 


level the island country (Japan) 
(So that we can ) soar and sing loud like the immense clouds 


(Battle of Han Tan--one of the fiercest battles fought - 
during the Period of Saxam Warring States.) 
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Ny, the second sor of a Chinese merchant and gold ~ 
miner, was born in San Francisco in 1882. When he was a- | 
pout five years old his mother took hin, his two brothers, 
and his sister back to China. The reason for this move was, 
according to his father, the antagonism and prejudice to- 
wards the Chinese in California. as China. 

Nai and his family were met at the pier/by his mtern- 
al uncle. They stopped at an old inn and spent three days 
shopping in the open markets for necessities. Then they 


the olf (i 
took a river boat from Hong Kong tojGanton Géey and from — 


Sho r* weer ree antiquated train Ce ee Paliazes It took 
them three days and two nights to reach their destination. 
They were held up by a band of robbers when they were just 
a mile from the village. Fortunately, the robbers took very 
little, for the family had wrapped the luggage in olf cloth 


and gunny sacks, which made them look like soiled and cheap 


a geldarn 
ve. articles. Since well-to-do people seed used such covers for 


their baggage, the robbers mistook the family for peasants, 
who were, for safety, dressed in very simple garments. They 
arrived in tie village with most of their belongings, and 
all of their money, Which they head, hidden in the bundles. 
NWL was six years old when they arrived at the vil- 
lage. This was the usual age for those who could afford it 
mimar _ 
to start their eariy education. But before Npg was sent to 


the village school his mother engaged a private tutor to 
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teach him the preliminary les sons, tae picture readers with 
two or three words ona page #, the words ee to the 
things a Chinese youngster learned in the course of conver- 
sation with his parents. N&t spent six months with these pre- 
liminary lessons. Then he was sent to the village school. He 
was taught the nine readers for the next five years, and dur- 
ing this space of time M# progressed rapidly. He was then 


promoted to a higher grade where the older boys were taught, 


“and there studied philosophy, Chinese Glassics, history, and 


algebra. After this his mother took him away from school and 
had him help his uncle in the village market. the purpose of 
this was to teach him something about business. 

When he was thirteen he was sent to Queen's College in 
Hong Kong to learn English. He entered the school as a first 
grade student. In order to make up the work carried by boys 
and girls of his age, his mother again hired a tutor. During 
the first four years at the school he skipped two grades. 
At the beginning of the fifth year he won a full-tuition 
scholarship. After completing his work There he returned to 


‘the village and started a small English school of his om. 


He remained at this for four years, and saved quite a sum 
e*)— 
of money#Ahe gave up the school after he nerried one of his 


Students. 
Ais 
In 1907, when he was twenty-two years cmap eh 3 
ey 


sent for him to return to San Francisco. This was/one year: 
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after the great earthquake and fire. His father, a real es- 
tate agent, gave him a job as rent collector for four Chi- 
nese tenement houses in Chinatown. Besides this he taught 
Chinese in a private school. In 1911 he gave up his teaching 
and continued Pa dus collecting. From time to time he was 
called upon by the ‘Wunicipal government to work as judge in 
the election booth located in Chinatown. 

One year aiter the Chinese revolution he was accused 


: / 
of murdering one of his tenants..Khe-convietionwas-based 7AC 


ev:dence @gaimst Aim was _, We yea the le sx_the feeling Apains! Ary 
Lsoxely ow c reumstantial evidence . as so strong iS seine 
(ndrefea 
efetnst—bim that he was convicted and confined to the San 
Francisco County Jail for two months before he was released 
however) ) 
on bail. It so happene ; hat on the day he was allowed bail, 


fe 
an erican drug addict was picked up on the streets for dis- 


turbing the peace. A guilty conscience got the best of him : 
Cpe indictment against At») 
N 


‘and he confessed to the murder. was released an nally 
Wisma sed (of course, 
i » but no redress could be made for the humiliation 
bne Koals 2osecufy « 
caused by the blunders of the American yey 
| Ai'sintssal Of Ae jadcolmenf’ 
Taree months after é reestablished him- 
self by going back to his old job of rent collecting. He con- 
tinued with this until after the 1915 International Expositi- 
on, and then went to Chicago. There he and his cousins start- 
ed a Chinese grocery store in the heart of Chinatown. aae Basi- 


ness picked up and in seven months was paying well. 


In 1917, after the United States had entered the war, 
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in three years. After his graduation Ne. took his son with 


him to see his parents who were still in San Francisco, 
le ae sfoy manger 
In 1928 Nwi began to speculate + ihn the .pecin= 2. 
la gerd deal Gacat) a 
ning he de money, but this he lost in heyorash.| Ae However / 


still had his share in the rest(srant busines howevyeys, and 
thes was a source of considerable 5 Sag ae kept. on with the 
restaurant business until, at the end of ee tenth year Gitte 
business, he learned that the lease had expired and could not 
be extended or renewed. The property on which the business 
was located was bought by the Federal Government as one of 
the units of a fifteen million eoviay batidine programe SO 
Aad fo gprre cays these pestounanl: 
N@f and his associates BEve—wi-trepustresgy 
Né@ now took emotaee vacation trip to San Francisco. 
While there he formed another company for the same kind of 
business he had been carrying on in Washington during the 
past ben years. he also formed a noodle factory which sold 
to Chinese restaurants. This factory ey eae we nuey 
and Ghow #iein, ante popular items with the American public. 
hea eae father of two girls and a son. All of 
them haveAgood educations, equivalent at least to the first 
years of gollege work. They all speak Chinese, English, Ger- 
man and French. The daughters are both talented misicians, 
and the son is a Piveiciat. NM believes his success was due 
to patience, conscientiousness, and frugality. He likes Amer- 


ica, especially her laws, even though he has had at least one 


gad experience with theme 
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Tava cba} A or ae. pit SS 
eo arrived here from the Canadian—Bordex in 1914 
and secured a position as houseboy with a prominent, family 
on-Pacific Avenue. After working -kere-for nine menthe he 
left to accept.a position with one of his sountrymey as an 
AN jenni ead 


apprentice shoe maker in a small shop located BAA see Y 


nues He worked at this occupation for eight years from ear- 


ae SAL 


ly morning till late at night for a few dollars a week, ‘but 


received )his board and room. His food usually consisted of 
an evil smelling rice concoction several times a day and he 
slept in a bed in a small room with two other working men. — 
He saved practically all of his salary, and after the eight 
years had a creditable amount to show. He then made a trip 


to China to visit his wife and child and was there for eleven 


| months , during which time his wife gave birth to a second son. 


“Vithe early part of 1924 he returned to San Francisco and 
engaged in the laundry business with two of his countrymen. 
Although they had to work very hard in the beginning, hardly 
stopping to get sufficient sleep, they succeeded in building 
up a fairly good business after several years and they had 
even purchased a motor truck with which to make their pick- 
ups and deliveries. 

In 1929, being very desirous of bringing his wife and two 


children here, and since he had accumulated quite a bit of mo- 
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ney, he entered into negotiations with the Custom House and 
the Chinese Consul to see what could be done about it. Af- 
ter considerable correspondence and personal interviews he 
was informed that it would be almost impossible for him to 
bring either his wife or his children here, and that the law 
was very strict regarding this. In 1930 he made’a trip back 
to China, and after spending about a year with his family 
came back to San Francisco. 

On his arrival here he found that owing to the economic 
Situation here, their laundry business was not enough to sup- 
port three families, for all the partners of the business had 
families in China and contributed towards their support. They 
were finally forced to dissolve, and Mir. A. became the sole 
owner of the business. It was therefore necessary for him in 
the last two years to do all the work himself, and it has been 
rather rough-going, although he has managed to keep up the bu- 
siness through sheer hard work. 

In the approximately eighteen or twenty years that he las 
been in San Francisco he has had to work very hard, early and 


late, and has had very few opportunities to study the English 


language. Also he has lived among his own people in Chinatown, 


‘has adhered strictly to his old country customs and is practi- 
cally as much a part of his home country at present as he was 


twenty years ago. ‘The only satisfaction he gets out of life 
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is the fact that he hopes in a few years to have enough money 
to rejoin his family in China and live his remaining years in 
@AS6 

In all his years he has not associated with Americans, 
and should he reside here another century he would still be 
an old time Chinese, using the old time customs and beliefs 
of his folks years back. He cannot and Will not mingle with 
people of American ideas, for he insists that he has not re- 
eeived proper treatment from the Americans. They would not 
allow him to bring his wife and children here to keep him com- 
pany and make life more enjoyable. Furthermore he must spend 
a great deal of money every few years to make a trip to China 
to visit them. Such a trip usually means that he has tO 
start business practically anew on his return, and it is very 
hard when one is not getting any younger. All the time that 
he has been here he has sent back to China many, many good 
American dollars to his family which were spent in China and 
from which the government of the United States reaped no pro- 
fit whatsoever. 

fhe above interview was a very hard and laborious one. 
It was very hard to make him understand what was required and 
very hard to understand his answers. The dominant impression 
neakhved from the interview is that Me. A. has never filled 


the part of an American and couldn't if he tried, for he is 
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[At byolatin of a Peasant 


Cy came to this country when he was twenty-four years 
old. After landing in San Francisco he spent exactly turee 
days looking at the city and its wonders, then went to his 
father's truck garden eight miles out of Sacramento. He was 
anxious to learn English, but his wish has never been real- 
ized: the truck garden wag too far from a school, bb could pimz{ 
no one of his oie age interested in learning with him, and 
the hours he had to work were not such as to allow him this 
luxury. ee 
The Agarden covered fifty acres ef—terd, and on it were 
raised all kinds of Chinese and American vegetables. Theg CA 177e5% 
rented this land from an American landowner, paying thirty- 
five dollars for an acre, which price included the water 
supply for irrigation purposes. There were eight partners 


lh é 
having invested some six hundred dollars/ Together they own- 


in this enterprise, including Cy and his edi each one 


ed a Ford, a Chevrolet truck, axt an unknown make of sedan, 

and five horses. All eight of the partners worked most of 

the day in the garden. During busy seasons, such as those of 
pepper, tomato, and squash, they hired one or two extra mene 

Cy usually got up at five-thirty in the morning, took 

his breakfast, and then started for the field. she-Linen pernroa 
“Hott” came between twelve and “one, and lasted but half an hour. 
They returned from lunch and worked until seven in the even- 

ing, and took another half-hour off for supper. Then, under a 


dim electric ae packed the vegetables and sorted them 
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until the early morning. This, the daily routine, was to C4 
much more strenuous than the peasant life in China. 

Ce did not like cias business with the larger packing 
companies. Their canneries, he believed, were too particular, 
and at the same time paid the lowest prices. So Cy and his 
partners usually piled their produce into their trucks and 
went to the markeb place in Sacramento. They took Giese nie 
nese vegetables to the Chinese grocery stores and exchanged 
them for more groceries and other goods. 

From the group of partners was chosen the most experien- 
ced as foreman, whose tasks were to direct the planning and | 
tilling. Then they elected an accountant and a treasurer. Per- 
haps the most important man in the partnership was the seller, 
who must know some English and must be a good salesman.jiheth- 
er they could dispose of their products or not de pended main- 
ly on the ability and diligence of this seller. it so happen- 
ed that C,.'s seller was both incompetent and negligent4, then, 
too, he would gamble with the money after the products had 


been sold. 
dnuck > 


Ga stayed at this /garden for three years. For the fisst 
year‘he obtained a share of seven hundred dollars which gave 
him less than sixty dollars a month for both his investment 
and his back-breaking labor. For the second year, 1929, he 
received about twelve hundred dollars. Then the crisis came 
and he received less than six hundred dollars. After this 
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not be successful if the key man, the seller, was not reli- 
able. Cy was only too glad to leave, for besides these appar- 
ent economic difficulties, he could not get along with his 
father, who Sgeled to be displeased with the way he was work- 
ing. : 

Thus, from a Chinese peasant in a poor country, Cy had 
become a farmer on a highly mechanized and capitalized truck - 
garden. The change from crude farming implements to trucks and 
machines did not cause him any great strain. He adapted him- 
self very easily to the horse teams, to the motor lorries, and 
to the gambling houses. But there was one thing he could not 
stand, the high tempo of work coupled with the long hours of 
labore In China, when darkness came, work ceased immediately 
and he had had the opportunity to visit neighbors and to con- 
verse with the elders. Here, in America, he had to work until 
‘he felt Like coOllapsinge All relations between him and his fath- 
er and his friends.were mecnanical and lacked intimacy. Then 
there was another fact hard to understand: such an investment 
in such a demanding enterprise did not even ature him of a de- 
cent living wage. * 

Ring & AS 

Again Cy looked eS eh gk a wage worker, 
for he. refused to be tied to the land any longer. He decided 
to go bo Fresno and take a job as a grape and fruit picker in 
a vineyard. He stayed in Parlier for about three years. These 
three years, according to Crs were the most important in his 


life. He was then penniless. Every cent he had made during his 
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first three years in the United States had been spente He 
had to return the twelve hundred dollars to his fathers, fhe 
rest he sent back to his wife and child. Now he had to sell 
his labor power. 

The vineyard was owned by an American boss, but run bE 
a Chinese contractor. This contractor was named @hew, and was 
a man with vast powers. This was so, particularly because he 
was a member of the infamous Bing Quong rome, a most power= 
ful Tong. Chgw paid the workers two dollars and fifty cents 
for picking a thousand vines. This was considerably lower’ > 
than the amount the American owner had provided. But this was 
not the only method of exploitation. Just as in the mining 
towns, this contractor ran his own grocery and cigarette store. 
Every worker Was compelled to buy from his store at exorbitant 
prices. A sack of rice, which cost no more than two dollars and 
eighty cents at the regular market, would be sold by this con- 
tractor for five dollars and fifty cents. He charged fifty-five 
cents for a pennd of noodles. Under this system he squeezed at 
least forty cents daily from each worker. 

Work of this kind was seasonal. Cy worked about four to 
five months a year and made about two hundred dollars. Most 
of the work came in January, February, August, and September. 
His work varied from picking grapes to picking apples, pears, 
peaches, and prunes. After two years, then, he was surprised 
to find that he was in debt. He - as Chém thirty dollars for 
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grocery and other bills./Chajr would not let him leave tow? and 
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threatened him with arrest and death. He must pay back his 
debt. So at Chas own proposal, C, rented, through Chew, one 
hundred acres of vineyard from the Bank of Italy. at Parlier. 
The terms were that after all products were sold the bank 
would take twenty-five percent of the cash as rente Ca took 

in four other partners and each took a share in the eapital 
investment. One of these partners was chep's cousin and also 
a member of the Tong. He dominated the entire business, and 
acted as both seller and treasurer. At the end of the year, 

he claimed that the vineyard was a failure and that Cy had 
lost not only his capital investment but would have to pay 
another two hundred dollars to cover the deficit. C, knew that 
there had been crooked bookkeeping, for according to his own 
accounting, everyone should have received at least two hundred 
dollars in profit. But he dared nob speak against this man, far 
fear that his own life would be in danger. Yet he was not wil- 
‘Ling to pay this debt, asd was indeed vnable to pay. He knew 
that if he stayed on he would only become more and more in 
debt. So he fled to Sacramento,with a Warrant issued from the 
county of Fresno demanding his arrest. 

It was at the end of 1955 that Ca came to Sacramento, 
and three months later, at the beginning of 1954, tnat he came 
to San Francisco hoping to find himself a job. During his long 
stay at Fresno he had learned about many problems of common 
laborers. From one of his friends there he had become particu- 


larly well. acquainted with discussions of social subjects and 
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workers' rights. Thanks to him Cy began to see the exist- 
ing political developments in China, the national crisis, 
and its betrayale He developed a keen sense of criticism 
of the present economic order, and talked Wiel crcapite an 
bout any and all capitalists. To him there was no lower 
type of person than Chey and he knew that there were many 
more like him in the world. His experiences had made him 
un freasonaply dogmatic but understandably defensive. 

His father, who had usually made from a thousand to 
one thousand and five hundred dollars a year, received, one 
year, only five dollars from an entire year's work. Cy thought 
that this was horrible enough; but with his peasant instinct, 
the father could not see the nesessity of struggling against 

toto focople t 

those who were persuading olicy of ruining the rural econ- 
ony. Sete etter ees life of a worker Cy immediateky understood 
the problem and was determined to fight for his salvation 
as well as the welfare of his fellow-workers. He does not like 
America, but for one thing he is thankful to this country. And 


that is, that America has made a new, class-conscious worker 


he Whe once was 
out of him, and primitive peasant. 
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The Tong referred to here is undoubtedly the Bing 
Kung Tong which was first organized in Los Angeles and 
then moved its strength to San Francisco and sacramento. 


By and large it was the most powerful Tong in California. 
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‘Mirw-Haye, the oldest son of a Chinese grocer first saw 


light in San Francisco in 1888, just four years before the his- 


CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT. When he was hardiy one year 
old, his father sold the grocery sore which was quite prosper- 
ous at the nies for three times the prive of theoriginal in- 
vestment, Thus; having $6,000 cash on hand, a Hod s father- 


moved his whole family to Canton, China. ep iperee his early 


Vin 


\childhood areund the family household learning his ancestral 


dialect. He learned the traditions, gneient poetry in rhy= 


Arn BR E 


thmical_construction, the legends of ni etortent- China, -.and. 
mythoiegy through the teaching of his nurse-maid. When he 
reached the age of seven he was sent to the Chinese village 
-ghool for his education in language, history, and philosophy 
and alittle arithmetic. Such learning complied with the 
standards of the old days. Everything had to be learned by 
heart whether one understood the meaning or not. After he 
completed his tenth Nin he was wae ge rhetoric and other 
required subjects. He cee up his. fest abootst jin. isle the 
things—whi-ch- had--to- ybe--Learned opie: me was 14 years old. 
nib he, beara about the good fortune and prosperity in 
America from his paternal uncle who “made his fortune from gold 


prospecting. This news fired his ambition and gave-him—in- 


spiration,;—so he made up his mind to try his luck in America. 
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Finally he got ine courage to tell his father about his 
wish. ssid ahead his father was not at all surprised, because 
he eingere eene™s to America to make his fortune when he was a- 
bout 14. He took it for granted that his son inherited this 
spirit from him. Shortly after that his father gave him $200 
to _start-—with. and also bought for him-a-passage to America on 


a Japanese steamer. 
Data. Chardberr 


ae 


Mr.-Haye arrived in San Francisco, hiis birthplace, in the 


fall of..1903 after fifteen years absence. He was met at the 


pier by his maternal uncles He lived with him for three months. 
When he had settled down comfortablg he began to ask his un- 
cle about the gold mining business in California. His uncle 
forbade him to take up gold mining because of his youth. He 
said that, he should go to school. : 

Be rr Mege one to school. By chane, he happened-to ob- 
tain’: ‘a position as houseboy this was more-or-less of-a--school 
job... He recieved five dollars a month for the work end-as.a 
matter-of-fact, five doliars- @-month at aaah time was consid-= 
ered good PaYiy hae ap? Sere | EP ahh scheot jo. A At the same time 
“he jleamned- iow <idideck American iiehes through. the-instruction 
of-the Chinese cook hired by the same ehploye He continued 
‘with this job until he was eighteen.’ After thet he obtained 


another position as nbitath and cook .and.,was paid forty dol- 


lars a month. He kept. this Agee a year and a half. During 
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this time ne and his employer were-living near a gold mining 
camp close. te Plumas County. 

In-this short period he met with three accidents. In the 
first one he was nearly shot down-by a stray bullet which was 
meant for someone else. The second accident was-thet he was 
half buried by a snow avalanche rolling down thehil2 near whe 
house in which he worked. In the third oene-he fell through, a 
SS aig cage - These three accidents happened to -him-on-an-av- 
"eal ot rar ereig ix months. He was of a more or less sup- 
erstitious nature, and thas he- heok it for granted that bad 
luck had befallen him. Just "atie®, the ‘last mishap he left 
this job immediately and returned to San Francisco. 

Hardly more then three days after his return from nearby 
the mining Camp y he was recommended by a friend of his to work 
for a Cie rae ae contractor. That was the best job he had 
gotten so far. oe was paid sixty dollars a month for enly 
cooking two eae. Bal washing dishes. Be worked conscientious=- 
ly at this job until he was tventy=twop:) Then he took a trip 
back to China to See his parents. boar 

The- parents < ain the ona days in China had—the- absolute 
privilege-end-right-to-command their children, to-do-what they 
asked-of~then. His parents thought that he had heen away long 
enough and was old enough to settle down. They picked out a 


pretty young girl for him to marry. He could do nothing but 
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fuifiil- his- parents’ wishes,” forvin those days no one dared to 
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bad-to ‘marry the- girl -Of-. hie paces choice. He biayéa in ‘the 
village until his first child was born. 

Then the desire to make money caused him to take another 
trip back to America. When his daughter was just five months 
old he took a steamer bound for San Francisco, leaving his fa- 
mily behind. He landed in San Francisco in 1911 just as the 
De he? pete war in China broke out. Be sooner had he sete 
tled- eae exces his.long.ocean..journey, ‘ieee ‘his last employer 

sought his service. This time sil was < seventy five dollars 
a month with ote scone vacation on ~the- ‘employer's time. He 
ie chadeped., Tuckey because he had not expected to find em= 
plyment so soon. He kept at this job for four years. When 

he left, his employer Sieben yey hah as a bonus for his faithful- 
ness and loyalty. Beside: the: money~ se ‘had just phate he 
had—alweady saved.up a thousand dollars. 

With this money he took another trip back to aan to 
see his ewn family. He stayed there for two years. Just. nee 
fore-he-made—plans to return to San Francisco, a pair of twin 
was born to his wife. They were boys. Indeed, ‘he was a very 
very happy man. Agena pS eatot child was @ girl. In those days 
in China, a girl, as a first born was “not welcome at-all-in-any 


family. Boys were poses =o Sarsy ta the family traditions 


A 


of the father's ancestors. ae Haye- ahent nearly $366 in 9 
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days in-celebration-of-the birth of the-twin-boys. He invited 


ok het iether OF 


everyone in his village to a dinner banquet. When the happy 
days and festive spirits, subsided he completed his plan; for 
the trip to America. 

He arrived in San Francisco in 1916. Within the aon 
few months after his return from China, he and some ‘of his 
cousins opened a con earan’s in hk The business bene to 
prosper gradually until ao Lilie All - a~sudden-a-bomb shell 
burst_into the air...The United Stated entered the world war, 
NRT lt pt Bist Je a viulhevane det Slat and Italy. Then He 
exe dnaties rp Masia ce: ewttad. he was not called into 
training camp, because he was-too-short.s. At this stage his 
good fortune really began.He returned to his. restaurant 
business—and during the war, the business increased tremen- 
dously. He remained with the business until 1920 and made 
about $10,000. 

Again he took another trip to China. He stayed there 
for another-five years and lived comfortably on whos money 
he had on hand. He also bought a house in one of the sub- 
urbs tone Bore. (ching, hei ranted the--houseto..tenants, thus 
insuring some definite income for his family. Beside this 
income he also received a bonus from his business in Omaha. 


Again \two boys and one girl were born to his wife within the 


five years he was at home. 
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In 1926 he returned to Omaha. Shortly after that he 
sold his share of the restaurant business for $1, 500. Like 
other Sar ta he began to speculate in stocks. i EE 
ginning he with: $26,000 Bats the stock market. He- -kept.on 
Grecutetiag cn sioeke untii teen! Then- in 1929 he sent for 
his oldest daughter. Sher arrived in San F rancisco in Aug- 
ust of that year. Due to some trick of fate she was detained 
at Angel Island for seme investigation, into théir testimony. 
While waiting for the release of his daughter, he continued 
speculation en. the stock market. Then in October 1929, he 
was sevens +n the pe agr eos tae tragic and historic stock 
crash. (He raet $21,000 without any "adits That was a ter- 
rible blow to him, but that! was. “‘not- aha tor bie daughter 
was being denied admission to San Francisco. Of~—course the 
loss of his fortune aie wee worry him to any extent but that 
his daughter must be deported worried him a great deal. He 
engaged an attorney and had the case brought before the De- 
partment of Labor. Finally they won the case and the daugh- 
ter was erat into-the port of San-Francisco. "i 

Then- Yn 1930. his 5 eek Was married to a Chinese col- 
lege graduate. oe aren again Se the stock market. This 
time he made $9,000, and then stayed a from the market. 


He bought a small business in San Francisco and kept it until 


rin 
July 1934, He sold it for $5,000. Beside-this. money he saved 
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up_quite-e-bit. He expected“to return to China next spring. 
Bd aeah- thet the Chinese are natural born gamblers, but 

he would advise them to stay away from stock markets. Stick 

to the tember Loe or “fan-tan" if 3on must gamble... Above all 

he advised hard work and being frugal, America, he things, 

is a great place to live in. He pitaeS a great deal of Am- 

erica, but he does not like tai ioc modernistic ideale such 

as nudism, free love and companionate marriages. He likes the 


good old fashioned American ideals and traditions of the goad 
old American Days of our gradfathers' times. 
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THE PEACOCK AND THE CRAB 


"Let me tell you a story about the peacock and the crab," the narra- 
tor began, "why it is that the peacock possesses such magnificent col- 
ors and why the crab has to crawl along the ground." This is the story: 

Long ago, in the good and ancient times, there was a king who had 
an enormous and magnificent empire. He sat contented on his throne, 
knowing that he had thousands of living creatures under his juris- 
diction. One day this king became sick and an announcement was sent 
by him to every creature in his land, in which he said, "I have cared 
for all living beings in my kingdom since I became king. Now I am 
sick and all of you should come to me and care for me. The one who 
Shall come first will be handsomely rewarded and the one who arrives 
last will be punished. Such is my command," 

Hardly had the announcement been given out than there came a rush 
of creatures, human and animal, to the palace of the king. It was the 
good fortune of the peacock to be the first to arrive and it was the 
misfortune of the crab to be the last to reach the palace. 

The king was now sinking rapidly and when he felt that death was 
near, he gave this command: 

"I decree that a magnificent coat of colors shall be given to the 
peacock after I die. It was the first living creature to reach me 


and this is the way he shall be rewarded as I promised," 
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Then the king saw the crab and upon seeing him, he gave the follow- 
ing order: 

"I decree that the intestines of the crab be taken out after I die, 
and that its legs be broken so that it can never again come to the 
imperial palace." | 

"and that is the reason," continued the narrator, "why peacocks 
have such glorious plumes and why the crab has to crawl forever on 
the ground. It was so decreed by the king." 

And this is the story of the peacock and the crab. 
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Jonn Leyim (Jon Lee) ~ 


: : ae short story 
$64 Fifth Street ” eee 
Oakland, California ~ 
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There is a terrible war going on here in Oakland, a war 
to the bitter end, a war that depends on how long can we stand 
it, or whether we or the other party give up first. And it 
sure makes me darn mad to even think of it. 

Here we are, doing fairly well in the shrimp business, 
the first good Bait when something terrible happens. We have 
bean down at our location for four years, and just only recently 
business Ws Beginning to pick up when this has to happen. 

It happens that my brother Sung comes home one day, and 
he says, "There is going to be a new shrimp store in Oakland." 

My mother sits in her chair, very surprised and she says 
to my brother Sung, "A new shrimp store?" she demands. 


"Yes," my brother pong l answers, "my friends tell it 


7 to me. ‘This new men who is starting the store came to the 


house of this friend of mine, and he wanted to hire nis sisters 
to pick shrimps." 

My mother gives forth a sort of faggh. "Anyone is a 
fool who tries to start a shrimp store in Oakland. It is all 
right for us, family and children get together and receive no 
Wages. If we have to hire anyone to run this store, it would 
have closed long ago." 

I sit in my ch@&r, listening to everything. 

My mother says again, "Perhaps it is just a rumor, and 
there's no truth in it." She dismisses the matter completely. 

For two days we do not hear anything about the new shrimp 
store until one dsy when my small Bs acs cena onsehiele ote the 


Lincoln Schook, and she says to my mother, "A little girl at 
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school told me that there's going to be a new shrimp store, and 
she is going down there to pick shrimps during the sammer va- 
cation. The girl said that she would get fifteen cents per 
pound." 

My mother looks surprised. "Fifteen cents? How much do 
they expect to sell the shrimps for? Seventy-five cents per 
pound.” 

That evening my brother tells us some more news. 

"The new store is going to be located near Third and 
Broadway, and I heard thet they are building a big icebox, 
and fixing the whole place over." 

"Who {s opening this shrimp store?" mother demands. 

"I do not know," my brother Sung ane 

"T still thknk it is very foolish for anyone to open 
a shrimp sdore now. Here we have one, and we are barely able 
to get along. If I were the man, I would spend my money on 
something more useful." 

For many days after that we forget sbout the new shrimp 
store. Then more and more we begin to hear things. The old 
near-sighted woman comes in one day, and she says, "I heard that 
a new shrimp store is to be opened soon in Oakland. They tell 
me that it is on Ninth Street, near Harrison." 

The other old women sayg "We have heard about it too." 

And yet none is able to tell who is the man who is going 
to start the business. 

Day by day we begin to get more news, news of this and 
thet, and we do not know which is the truth, and which is false. 


One day I go to see my aunt who moved away about a year 
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ago. She and her husband are beetHY busily picking shrimps. 

My aunt says, "You have eaten rice?" 

"I eat early in the morning," I tell my aunt. 

"Have you heard about the new shrimp store?" she asks me. 

"Yes," I say, "I heard about it about a week ago.” 

"The new store is going to have two new trucks, and 4 
big and brand new icebox," my aunts ssys. 

I laugh. "We have been in business so many years, and we 
don't even have a truck." 

My aunt laughs, for she remembers how my uncle used to 
wake up early in the morning, and walk miles to deliver shrimps. 

I go home that evening, and tell my mother about what my 
aunt told me. 

"Perhaps there is really going to been a new store after 
‘a11," my mother finally says. 

Two weeks go by, and by this time we learn that a very 
rich man, Fong Wang, is the back er of the new store. 

When my mother hearg about this, she shakes her head. 

"What does a rich man like Fong Wang wants to start a 
shrimps business for? He got his herb business, and he has 
a chain of stores all over. Why doesn't he leave us poor 
people alone, and let us make some money." 

The old women in the store nod their head in agreement. 

The next day we learn that Fong Wang is not going to 
take care of the store, but a man by the name of Lee Gar. 

When we heard that, all of us are excited. 

"That mani" my mother says loudly, "we are going to have 


a lot of trouble with him. He's no good. He is the same man 
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that causes all the trouble so many years ago to the former 
owner of bhis store. When the former owner dies, his Wife 
said to me, 'That Lee is not good. let us hope now that my 
husband would be able to strangle him, after all the trouble 
that he has caused to us.'" 

The old nesr-sighted woman says, "That beast: He even 
fights against his own father. He started a store a few years 
azo on Webster Strect. But he didn't last long. And let me 
tell you now, he won't last long with this new store either. 
He used to take away every customers that the old boss here 
used to sell to, and that no good Lee #### tries to undersell 
us here. Shrimps from sixty cents a pound drépped to thirty- 
five cents a pound. And how long could he last at thirty-five 
cents a pound. WY¥t long. He had to close his shop, and go 
away. This boss here lost a great deal of money, fighting 
against that Lee, trying to regain his lost business." She 
shakes her head. 

My mother listens to all this, and in the end she says, 
"Ts he like that?" 

"He is worse than that," the old near-sighted woman Sayse 

My mother looks worried. 

The near-sighted woman says, "He is going to do the same 
thing again. I know that man." 

That same day my brother Sung and I go down to Third 
and Broadway, and sure enough there is a carpenter fising the 
whole interior up. 

"Is this the shrimp store here?" I ask my brother. 


"I guess so," my brother says. 
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We press ourselves against the window panes, so as to get 
& better view of the interior of the store. 

The next day a man is putting up in big golden letters 
these words, FONG WANG SHRIMP CO. The letters are big, and 
very attractive looking. 

"Our store looks so territle in comparison with this one," 
my brother Sung sayse 

"Yes," I answer. 

"I bet he is going ta take away all our business," Sung 
says, 

"I hope not," I say. 

That evening all of us go down to the new shrimp store 
just to spy upon it, to see what it is like. It is not yet 
finished, and the inside is very empty. 

My mother looks at it, and says, “Fong Wang is very silly 
to spend so much money just for 4@ shrimp store." 

We go home after that. 

Business g0 RO like usual. Everything go on like 
usual. | 

Then one day something happens. It seems that the rumor 
got around thet the store will not hire any old women, only 
young girls. 

When the old women in the store hear that, they say, 
"What young girl could you think of who is willing to work 
for forty “ fifty cents a day picking shrimps%<” 

My mother says, “There are some girls who is willing to 
do it." 


"And don't hire no ola women," the near-sighted woman 


ty 


i ier fi ‘4 


o,. ¥ -5n0 aids ag bn woe rravnee at hea 

3 | | a lea 

i Pe, Feit ee ; ha sey vil 

a gee 0 jeoontand 320 in ane heed at ales ‘ar ot 

x sacle ret: Sh Ee 

a ; oles i hy eps ae ‘ sho, 3 ud oo ; ‘i Ava . =r Me ee a ' 
% Sa Re ee time | aes u if tee iy ton eae 


eeote erie pe ea den ed: of ray 'b 8 en ‘to te atiaere: 4 
5 ha ‘a ak Me 


fey tog gt a toatl al. be ‘tedw et ‘ot eae agat 


4 eae 


Bi Pa aa si ihe dane oe a eblenl esd ae 
lie vrer at mem sao 8 yan bae an me 
wy Peak. be Pe 4, ¥ 


i , *, o10de antaaa ‘2 rok! dent’ yenom” ‘dona Of 
be Ce ‘omer! eas 


y Pare ba no os saidagreré Lewes ett feat 0 03 eaent a E 
wi Fash iy , | Bi ‘ 
BaP. “Roost ‘eat tedg amen. cea <ancaged saldsenoe | 

f J wine 000% be me bole ort tttw orore ‘edd 

; ; vay atid ec ea 


a \ ee ae | 


“Be weda ind ‘teed ex0dd! odd ae 


sx6w od anew at odw’ ‘to yout not f 
it hak ene Re a ee Hi , if aay 4 ida he pert) 
: ae kane 7 ae 


Leyim-page6 


spits out. 

"And they pay fifteen cents a pound for shrimps," smother 
woman ##f#" says. 

"I don't see how they can do it," my mother says. 

"Maybe they get the shrimps cheaper than we seen another 
woman SaySe 

"Maybe," my mother answers. 

One day my mother nephew who lives with us says, "That 
shrimp man is going to everyone of our customers, and taking 
them away. He is selling shrimps to them for forty cents a 
pound.” 

"Did he take away any of our customers," my mother says. 

"He took away two already," Lloyd s##@# says. 

My mother's eys flash fire. She is mad, I can tell. 

"ie must do something to stop him." 

Llogd sayé, "We must reducé our prices too." 

The 014 near-sighted woman breaks in quickly, "Don't do 
it so quick. Once you drop yorr prices, you will have a very 
hard time putting it up again. If you drop your price, he 
will drdp his still more, like he did the other time." 

"We'll wait a few dsy, and see what happen¢" my mother says. 

two days later three more customers go over to the new 
Shrimp man. My mothe r knows that it is time to take action. 

My mother says one day, mW must reduce our price just 
to battle bt out with the other man. I can't believe that 
he will go way down to thirty-cents." 

"But we will losé money if we sell for forty cents a 
pound," Lloyd suggests. 


"No, we won't lose anything," mother says, "but we won't 
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will 
make anything either. We $## trF€W and sea how long the other 


man can last.” 

So we drop our prices down to forty cents a pound. 

snatiar my brother Sung comes in verypxbited, and he says, 
"T met that man this morning. He was coming out rae the Sea 
Cave. When he saw me, he did not dare to look at me. He 
powed his head, and then he went into his car and drove away." 

"Did the Sea Cave buy any shrimps from him?" 

"No, the owner of the place told me that the shrimps that 
the Fong Wang Shrimp Company sells are no good. They are 
Richmond srimps, and they have a smell like eee aU a 
| "Did the Sea Cave buy any shrimps today?" 

"Yes, two pounds," my brother Sung SaySe 

"Maybe the shrimp store won't last so long either. Their 
shrimps are no good.” 

Lloyd says, "If the Fong Wang Shninp Company drbps the 
price anymore, we should not follow. Give the customers time, 
and they will all come back to us, for our shrimps are of a 
higher grade, much better than Richmond shrimps." 

"If we drop our prices anymore,” my mother says, "we are 
losing money." Then she says, "That Lee Gar is no good." 

Many days after that, many of our customers come pack 
to us. They all say that the shrimps down at the Fong Wang 
Shrimp Company is no good. 

But there are still many of our former customers who 
buy their shrimps from the Fong Wang Company, because the t# 
‘aitlea's are five cents cheaper a pound. 


"Give them time,"my mother says, "they would all come 
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back to us." 

"Let us hope so," Lloyd says. 

One day there is a great deal of talk about the new 
shrimp store. 

A former worker who used to work for us, went over to 
new store. She comes back one day, and says, "The man who 
takes care of that place is terrible. Every single evening 
he goes arounk to the barrel, and looks in, to see if any 
of the workers had thrown away the very small shrimps. He comes 

scolding 
ground and stare at the worker. He is always s¢hei¢#éne this 
one or that one. I am coming back here to work, and I know 
that many more sre going to quit." 

"Is it true that they have only young girls down at that 
place?" my mother demands. 

"There are some married women there," the lady answers. 

My mother says, "A store like that can't last very long." 

The woman says, "Something tells me that a store like 
that will fail." : 

The new store has taken away many of our business, &and 
we find it necessary to fire three women from picking shrimps. 

"When business gets better," my mother says, "we shall 
call you back." 

The three women understand. One of them says, "And this 
store was going along pretty good the last few months, and to 
have all his shattered by that good-for-nothing Lee Gar." 

"Business nowadays ae like that," mother says, "it is 
very hard for a Chinese to make money. Onee you started some- 


thing that is able to make something, someone else would come 
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along and ruin it for you. It seems so silly far us Chinese 
to go against each other like this. No matter how low we reduce 
our prices, the other pitehaters still sell for the same price. 
W, are losing money, and the white people make them all." 

"Thé Chinese are like that," one of the woman says, "they 
do anything to rain each other." 

My mother nods her head slowly. 

One morning my brother Sung comes home darn mad. 

"I saw the lee Gar thig morning," he says, "but he did 
not look at me. He bie of ashamed when he noticed me. 
He Leiedra ia ter ig boxy to deliver shrimps for him, and he remmined 
in his car. I oA Wai little bey. I told him not to 
sell his shrimps for so low 4 price, so that each of us could 
make a little money. The boy said, 'But don't talk to me 
like that, I'm only doing this, becaused I am a hired man. 
I have nothing to do with the prices.’ If I see that Lee Gar 
againk I am going to talk to him face to face, and give him 
s piece of my mind. If he tries to make trouble, I will fight 
him." 

My mother says, "It is not necessary to go into a fight 
because of that." ~ 

‘My brother Sung says, "I'm mad like the devil." His eyes 
Shine and gleam with hatred. 

"All we need to do is to be patient," my mother says, "that 
store won't stay open very long." 

The old near-sighted woman says, "Let us hope that the 
Fong Wang Shrimp Company go to ruin." 


My mother says nothing. 
Two wekks go by. We sell our shrimps for forty cents a 
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pound. During that two weeks we make not a single cent. W._ are 
determinad to go WE through with this bittef war. One of us 
have to give up in the end. 

My mother says one day, "If both stores sell at the same 
prices, I do not mind. let the customers buy from whomever 
they wishes. But to have that store deliberately trying to 
take our customers away, it is not right. A person should 
GSA. like that.” 

"Just be pattent and wait," the old «myopic woman says, 
"That store won't last.” 

Meanwhile all of us are being very patient, hoping that 
the other store go to the devil. We have lost quite a sum 
of mongy already, battling with the #o## other fellow. But 
we are determined to be the winner. 


I hope the other store would go to the rocks, for I 


‘Know that if this keep on, I can't get my ten or fifteen 


dollars from the money that I make (writing trash). 

That's why I like to see the Fong Wang Shrimp Company 
go to ruin, not because I am §haekeB, jealous of them, or 
because 1 ao not like theml But because they are not good, 
and they do not do business in 4 fair way, and most important 
of all, I want to get my ten or fifteen dollars a month. 


Down with Fong Wang Shrimp Company: 
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An Interview with a Boy. H g i 
This boy is now seventeen years of age. He went back 
to China when he was twelve years old. His birthplace is Amer- 
ica. He stayed in China for four years. Many would think 
that a boy seventeen would not have much to tell. But I knew 
this boy before he went back to China. I wes sure I could 
get a lot of information out of him. 
= This boy was in the fifth grade a: the Lincoln School 
before he went back. He went to a little mission school on 
sixth street where he learn the Chinese language for the 
mere sug of twenty-five cents a month. The health of this 
boy was not very good . Andi s mother decided that the 
change of climate would do him good. The boy suffered from 
a& continuous cough that had his mother worrying all the 
time. He was strong and sturdy and full of vitality but 
- nevertheless his mother was worry about him. 
He went back to study and also for his health. When 
he came over again he was well again. But he was disappointed 
that he did not learn very much. 
He has a grandmother in China who was alive at the time. 
She lived in a little hamlet which translated in English 
would sound something like Ho Chung . 
First when he went tack to China, he went to school 
in the village. But his mother over here in America was 
dissatisfied with the results as her son could not write 
a letter to her in the native language. The boy later went 


to another school where food and board were provided to the 


students. 
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The boy grew lonely and later after a few months stay 
at that schodl he went=back to the village to study. His 
mother over here in America could not do anything about it. 
The boy's grandmother like Wethe boy back at the village 
because he cotild be near her. And since the boy was the 
son of her son she treat him nice. The mother here thought 
that the grandmother was ssoiling the boy. And when she 
received a Letter from her brother telling her that her 
gon was going around with bed company, she immediately 
made the boy came over to America. 

This boy missed many years in the English sehool 
and when he came over to Americs, he has to start in the 
sixth grade. If he hasn't gone back to China, he would be 
in high school now. Right now this boy is attending the 
Westlake Jr. High School. He is ih the low ninth grade. 

When ne“over after his stay in China, he was very 
thin. When asked why, he answer that the schools where 
he went did not provides enough food to the students. 

It is a little over a year now since he came over 
and the only change tat come over him is that his cough 
is completely gone and that he is much taller. 

I wanted to know about his early life in America 
and his life in China so I ask him,"Do you,Snything about 
your childhooX that is interesting?" 

| "Well" he said, "I always remember that my mother 
look upon me as a bad boy. Whenever I had a fight with 
my brother she always took the side of my brother. She 
e¥en send me to the Chung iei Home in Berkeley. It is Be ce: 
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where they take in both Americans and Chinese boys. My mother 
thought that by sending me there I would come out a good boy. 
Jost a week we go to see a picture show. We play averrERine 
that is interesting. And each one of the boys takes turn 
in working. I have enough to eat, but my mother buys extra 
food and send them in once a week. After a month stay at that 
place 1 was so lonely that my mother finslly took me out? 
Then I ask him whet education he receive before going 
back to China. 
"I was never a good student. I am frank enough to 
Say that most of my time at school is just time wasted. 
I went to the mission school after the English classes, 
The woman who taught school there was a missionary. She 
charged the students only 9 quarter a month. Considering 
the price, it was a whole lot begter than most of the 
other schools." 
"Do you remembér’anything about your trip back to 
China.?" 
"I went back on the President Cleveland. And like 
most any other oriental, I went back on the steerage class. 
I went alone. There was no one on the boat that I kn@w. 
I felt very strange ay first days on the boat. The first 
day that we put out to sea I immediately felt seasick. 
For two or three days I could not eat. There wes a man 
on the boat who was cosiderste enough to write to my mother 
and let her know on I was. I gave him the address. And 


during the rest of the trip he was a very close friend of 
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mine. I arrived in China just before the New Year. In foot: 
when I reached there preparations were already being plan 
to receive me. Besides my trunk and clothes I have four 
boxes of things. Most of these were useful articles such 
as soap,pins, and all sort of other things. I also brought 
a bicycle back. And the people in the little village where 
my grandmother live just marveled at it. " 

"How are the people back there. Are they any differ- 
ent from the people in America?" 

"The people there sre more particular in their manners. 
They are more polite. And there are all sorts ofuncles, 
aunts, cousins, friends, and relatives. And if a person 
made a mistake such as calling a person by the wrong term 
he is considera$eras impolite and stupid. Over here in 
America the Chinese are much more informal in their grééetings. 


N\ 


place. It is not very large. Yet it is not so small." 


The little village where I lived still’ considered s, remote 


"Did you do any sort of work during your stay in 
China?" 
"Most of my time were spent either st school or 
at the village. My uncle owns a little store where I 
drop in sometimes when I have nothing to do. While I was 
at the village I have good opportunity to observe all 
sort of strange customs in the holidays. They are strange 
_at at the ssme time very fantastic. But all very fascinating. 
I never take part in the On Rent uece® 


"How are the living conditions back there?" 
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"There is not much difference in the living conditions 
between here and there. People would probably do the same 
thing here as they would over there. In China the people 
pley mah jong almost every day. Hardly a day pass by 
that the people do not play. And the people do not sleep 
early. The earliest they sleep is around eleven o'clock. 
When there are guests on holidays they would play mah 
jong to early dawn. Or they would play domino." 

"Dig you visit any plsce while you was in Chinag" 

"I visit many placaés in China. I also visit Honolala 
when I was going back To China. I visit the pineapple fae- 
tory there. I bought some of the pineapples on waarde 
The next day we were on our way to Japan. It took the boat ten 
days vefore ~tkeg reached Tokyo. I didn't go ashore. The next 
day we were on our way to Shanghai. 

"I arrived in Shanghai sbout He tasys later. I went 
ashore to see see some of my friends. My friends had a 
party ready for me. After the party we went to a Chinese 
show. I have to go on board after the show. The boat was 
sailing for Hong Kong. My uncle met me in Hong Kong. That 
night I lived in a hotel. My grandmotherswillage was in 
Canton. 

" T have an uncle who live in Ski Kay. He is a 
successful doctor. Everyone in Ski Kay depend on him. My 
aunt is a doctor also. When I was sick my uncle took care 
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"I had a happy time in China in December 1931. It 
was my uncle's daughter wedding. I went to the party 
and saw many friends there. Some of the guests stayed 
at my uncle house for three or four days because in China 
they celebrate\ the wedding for three or four dayse 

"In my home town they haven't any automobiles. So 
they have to carry the bride in a chair. It was all so strange 
and it was the first time that I saw a wedding in China, 

"In 1931 I began to feel homesick. Most of my friends 
came over to California. And I was left alone. I told my 
father that I wish%o come back and he told me that I could. 
I came back on a new boat that was making its first journey. 
When I came back my mother told me that my sister was going 
to be marry. I Laugh and said that I had a wedding party 
in China and now I am going to have one in California," 

"You have a pretty exciting boyhood." 

"Yes but when I came over I hsve to start all over. 
When I graduate from Westlake, I am gO0ing to high school. 

I hope to go to Salieca: I plan to be a mechanic. I hope 

to go back to Chinad and open a mechanic shop. In China 
there are only a few people who know how Ae dealing 
with mechanics. 

And here we have s boy who plancin the future to 
go back to his own country to open a shop. He is another 


person that I have Sntexview who wish to go back to China. 
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comply.s After serving as apprentice for six years, he 


became a regular worker, thus leaving his old position 


for somebody else. As a worker, he received three dole 


lars a month, Yet he considered this a great oppor= _ 
tunity and was proud of his profession, boasting about 
it to all of his relatives and friends, 

Now through out the period of the Manchu dynasty 
there existed secret associations, They were of dif= 
ferent types, but most of them were anti-Manchu and 


were in favor of restoring the Mings to the throne, 


f 


* Although begun as anti-Manchu organizations, these see 


cret associations gradually began to lose their old 
political ‘significance and become organi,ations of tie 
people for fighting against the corruption of the local 


magistrates and against che oppressions of local land- 


lords, In the immediate neighborhood of Chen's village 


there was one such organization called San Ting Huiu 
which means The Three Spots Societit. It wes claimed 
that this associatiion first made its appearance at the 
beginning of the Manchu dynasty. Axong other things, 
this secret easontation preyed upon the members of the 
Tuho class and distributed the loot they collected among 


the poor people. one mist not, however, be confused by 


its outward altruistic character, for though it claimed 
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80 many Chinese farmers lived and how, under the stim- 
ulus of the new techniques, ideas that have come from 


| the west, it has been possible for s ne of them to ate 


tain a considerablé degree of affluence and to. develop 


inte comfortable bourgeois. His life-history will also 


serve to illustrate the nature of the ties that bound 


a Chinese peasant to the soil on which he was raised long 


after he had ceased to live there permanently. 


Kwan was the oldest son of a poor farmer of the 


Chung San district, of Kwantungs When he was barely 


two years old his father was so poor that he had to sell 
himself into what amounted to Slavery. At that tine he 
owed: about $900 to several wealthy persons who had lent 
it to him to buy some lands for farming. Unfortunately 
this land was not very productive nor, when it did prom 
duce, was it profitable. The main reason for this wad, 
of course, not so much any natural lack of fertility 


of the soil but because of the frequent droughts. 


Only irrigation could have helped and for that Kwan's 
‘father was too poor, Hss ¢reditors gave him four 


years in which to meet the payments. 


During the next three years, however, not a 


single drop of rain fell. Kwan's father was again noe 
pws tified of his indebtedness and that he would have to. 
eee meet his obligations promptly at the end of the fourth © 
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yoare If he could not do so they would expect him to 
work out his indebtedness to those who had lent him the 
‘moneys In other words, he would have to work without 
remuneration until he had paid in work-hours the equivae= 
lent of the amount of the money owed. Two generations 
ago wages were very low. Farm hands or laborers were 
paid only nine to twelve dollars a year and so this 
meant, in effect, that to work out his loan he would 
have to work all his life without receiving any compen= 
sation, and not only he but his whole family would be 
in bondage for the rest of their livese . 

Fortunately fate was kind to them and before the end 
of the fourth year psin fell in great abundance. Kwan's 
father was thus saved from virtual bondage for life. 
At that time Kwan was five ‘years old. His father, freed 
from his obligations and worries could now devote hime 
self with renewed energy and hopefulness to cultivating 
his lands In four years he had accumulated a little 
money and his family did not have to do without the necese 
sities of life as had been the case for so many years 
beforees 

Kwan wes sent to a missionary school near the 

county seat of his village. Tals school was supported 
‘by the missionaries from churches in the United States. 


There he was taught Chinese and various related subjects 
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as well as English and a trade, Much to his delicht he 


was allowed to select whatever trade struck his fancye 
He selected weaving and wicker furniture making, This 
happened to be very popular at the time, Kwan spent 
nine years in this school and after he craduated he ene 
tered a Chinese secondary school where he took some teche 
nical courses for two yearss 
His father felt that his training was now over 
and that he should help him with his farming, He was 
given charge of the business end of the farming. Pull 
of the new ideas he had acquired during his schooling, 
he suggested to his father that the farm be irrigated 
and that more fertilizers be used so that there would 
be a greater yield of ouoduses The father acquiesced 
and the farm was completely turned over to the sone 
Kwan then hired three men to help him with the work of 
irrigation and fertilizing the soil, Soon they raised 
| wheat, rye, rice, mustard green and other cereals and 
greens, a11 planted in rotation, After he had materiale 
dy inereased the income on the twenty-five acres of 
land, his next move was to turn it back to his father, 
for he had suddenly been overwhelmed with the desire to 
‘come to America, that land about which he had heard so 
much in school, and from ChineseweAmericans who returned 
to visit their native lands 
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To America he went at the age of nineteen and 
he worked there for six years as lanndry worker and cook 


| before he returned to visit his parents, fis return was 


celebrated in the approved Chinese manner, 


His parents' first suggestion after his return was 


that he marry and raise a familys As a matter of fact, 


without his knowledge, they had already arranged for his 
betrothal to a young girl. He did not agree with this 


| practice but he acknowledged the inalienable right of 
es : nis parents to get him a wifes He, accordingly, went 
through | with his part and was duly married with all the 
fe elaborateness that accompanied marriage in China a 


- thousand years ago. 


It may be of interest to quote Ewants own dese 


eription of these festivities: 


"All my relatives were gathered into one house 


. to help celebrate the happy occasion, When the bridal 


matron, as she was called, arrived at the bridegroom's 
house with the bride, the wedding guests rushed to the 
entrance to welcome her, The matron then helped every 
one to open a red umbrella for the bride as soon as she 


stepped out of the sedan chairs. The bride was carried 


on the back of the matron, while she held the uubrelle 
over her. The umbrella was suposed to shield the bride 
from the unwelcome looks of the evil spirits and the 


‘bride was carried on the back of the matron in the be= 


Mi, - Mef that she would thus not step on anything that 


evil spirits might have placed on the ground, In other 
words the bride must not let the evil spirits cast any 
spells upon her, Such practices, of course, are not 
wuch followed nowe ‘The socalled bridal matron was an 
elderly woman who had many children and grandchildrenes 
She was hired by the bride's family. Only a woman with 
such qualifications was hired because of the belief 


that through her influence the bride would have many 


¢hildren, In other words, she symbolized productivee 


ness a” 
Kwan remained in China until a pair of identical 
twin boys was born to him. This was indeed a good omen 


for the future, Traditionally, a boy as the firsteborn 


child was welcomed with open arms, but two boys at the 


same time, that brought more joy to the heart of a Chie 
nese father than gold, And so the happy event was cel- 
ebrated for three long weekss 

Once more Kwan has returned to California, He 
has amassed a considerable fortune. He has always maine 
tained close contact with China. His wife and the two 
children took frequent trips back to China and the chile 


dren went to school in China for eight YCarSe 


But let us now turn from this typical success 


story to the fate that befell our third person, Mrs» 


Tange 


TL (eke 
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Mrs. Tang was born in a village in the Chung 
Shan district of Kwantung Provinee, a moderately sized 
place with about two hundred families, She came from 
& peasant family, her grandfather "owning" more than a 
hundred mu of lend just outside the village. on this 
land the entire family wo ked day and night, through- 
out the harvest season to help out their father and 
grandfather. With them worked a sroup of hired people. 
The family could not then have been badly off as Chi- 
nese peasants goe All the lands which her grandfather 
"owned"were rented from the richest landlord in the 

Chung Shan district, When she was a small child her 
grandfather died and the support of the entire family 
fell upon her father. He was a weak and sickly man 
and was unable to till so large an area so that, in 
consequence, more than half the lands had to be return- 
ed to the landlord and the resources of the family bee 
gan to grow progressively worse, She never attended 
school or had other special training because parents 
did not allow the girls to be educated in the villages 
Once when she asked to go to school, a somewhat unusual 
request on a girl's part, her parents bluntly refused, 

At the age of ten she started tovwwork in the 
kitchen with her mother, A few years later, she helped 
her mother by cooking the meals during the busy period 
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of sowing and harvesting. She never was given any op- 
| portunity, she complained, of ph ying with any of the 
children in the neighborhood. She had never been in 
the city and was not even allowed to visit relatives 
bY who lived just outside the village. She, like so many 


a _ (other girls at that time, was becoming dimly aware of 


“i 1) For the injustice of the tyrannous control exercised by 


rey nevertheless no outward rebellion. 


. When she was sixteen years old, she married a 


man who had once worked on her father's farm and who 
lived just a few miles from their home. The marriage,. 
of course, had been arranged. Her parents told her 
that the marriage had cost about five hundred or six 
hundred dollars (silver). From this one can obtain 
some idea of the drain on the family fesources the mare 
riage festivities mst have meant if a family, living 
in such penury, would nevetheless spend so huge a sum 
on such an occasion, It often took years to pay off 
the indebtedness then cmtractede To make matters 
worse the first child born to them was a daughter, 

5 At the time, Mrs. Tang's husband was working in 
Canton city. For fourteen hows a day he received the 


munificent sum of fifteen dollars monthlye In order 


ae 


parents: over children, especially the girls, ‘There was: 


33 


to help out she did weaving at home. Her husband 


‘owned no property, the house in which they lived be= 


fing rented from a neighbor for sixty cents a monthe 
In 1920, her husband had an opportunity to come 
to the United States and prospered there sufficiently 


te send home $400 to $500 every year for a number of 


years and she and her immediate family thus lived in 
comfortable circumstances for a short period at leaste 
Since she cout not read and write she had to engage 
a person to read and wite for her.whenever letters 
were received or dispatchede 

Finally her husband sent for her and she left, 
leaving her daughter in the care of her mother. Life 
was good to her in California, Her husband was first 
a farmer in this city and then he bought a small gro- 
cery store in San Feaneieeds The next year the coveted 
gon was born to her and the following year, another, 
go that everything seemed to augur happiness. But all 
her hopes collapsed when her husband was killed in a 
Tong feud. She had to sell her store and is now eking 
out a miserable existence working in a cannery, in a 


shrimp shop and at sewinge 
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"Glad in wistaria irdled with ivy;' thus sang 


g 
Ch u P ing in his Falling into Trouble. Of ox-headed 
devils and serpent 8, @ long nails never 


° 
wearied to tell. Each interprets in his own way the 
music of heaven; and whether it be discord or not, de«- 
pends upon antecedent causes. As for me, I cannot, with 
my poor autumn fire-fly's light, match myself against 
the hobgoblins of the age. I am but the dust in the 
sunbeam, a fit laughingestock for devils. For my talents 
are not those of Kan Pao, elegant explorer of the records 
of the Gods; I am rather animated by the spirit of Su Tung- 
p ©, who loved to hear men speak of the supernatural. I 
get people to commit what they tell me to writing and sub- 
sequently I dress it up in the form of a story; and thus 
in the lapse of time my friends from all quarters have 
supplied me with quantities of material, which, from my 
habit of collecting, has grown into a vast pile. 

Human beings, I would point out, are not beyond 

| there are more remarkable 

phenomena in their midst than in the country of those who 
crop their hairs antiquity is unrolled before us, and 
many tales are to be found therein stranger than that of 
the nation of Flying Heads. ‘Irrepressible bursts, and 
luxurious ease,’ - such was always his enthusiastic strain. 
For ever indulging in liberal thought,’ - thus he spoke 
openly without restraint. Were men Like these to open 
book, I should be a laughing-stock to them indeed. At the 
ecross-road men will not listen to me, and yet I have some 
knowledge of the three states of existence spoken of be- 
neath the cliff; neither should the words I utter be set 


- aside because of Lim that utters them. When the bow was 


hung at my father's door, he dreamed that a sickly looking 
Buddhist priest, but half covered by his stole, entered 
the chamber. On one of his breasts was a round piece of 
plaster like a a (a coin); and my father, waking from 
sleep, found that i, just born, had a similar black patch 
on my body. As a child, I was thin and constantly ailing, 
and unable to hold my own in the battle of life. Our own 
home was ¢chill and desolate as a monastery; and working 
there for my livelihood with my pen, I was as poor ag a 
priest with his alms-bowl. Often and often I put my hand 
to my head and exclaimed, 'Surely he who sat with his face 
to the wall was myself in a previous state of existence;' 
and thus I referred my nonesuccess in this life to the 
influence of a destiny surviving from the last. I have 
been tossed hither and thither in the direction of the 
ruling wind; like a flower falling in fiithy pupae but 
the six paths of transmigration are inscrutable indeed, 


and I havs sie right to complain. As it is, midnight 
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The Life Story of a Boy 7 ‘sh 


Many fuse we have heard of the saying that truth is 
stranger than fiction. Perhaps nothing could verify this 
better than the life story of this boy. 

Those of us who read the books of Pearl Buck knows 
that she is an authority, on Chinese life. In her book, 
"Sons," she shows us the conflic&é of the bandits and the 
poor farmers. Also in the same book she describes the 
looting, the lust, the killing, and the desires of the 
roving bandits. Through her books we are fascinated by the 
adventure, the excitement of the story. But it seems to me 
that to know a person who had been through adventures more 
or less parallel to the story "Sons? is still a greater 
adventure. 

This boy is about eighteen years old. I knew him 


when he was living acboss the street from us at the time 


we were living on Webster Street. He was borned in China. 


And this was a fact that I never knew until he told it to 
me not so long ago. 

And then sna only then that I knew that his life 
story is more thrilling than some of the books I have 
been reading. 

It happened tmt I was talking to this boy one day. 
I have no intention of interviewing him. I was tselking to 
him asking him if he knew anyone that I could talk to. I was 
telling him what I was doing. I think that he never intended 
that I write a story about him. But it was one of those things 
that just happened.He talked and I listened. Before he com- 
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pleted his narrative I knew that he could supply me with 
material in plentitude. 

And the story he unfolded was so real that it hes 
all the earmarks of that is not true. 

He lived in a little village called Gan Tow in 
Canton. He was barely seven when he came over to America. 
The whole story that he told to me was told to him by his 
father. The boy could ceald not remember much because he 
wes so young at the time. 

His father was wormed over here in America. And 
like the majority of the Chinese at that time he went 
back to China to get marry. Over here in America he was 
-working in the dry goods business. And little by little 
he saved enough to go back. 

He married ee few years later a son was born to 
them. In China whenever a son is borned there was great 
rejoicing. The years rolledby one after andther. The father 
then decided to come over to America. He was bringing his 
entire family over. 

An incident took place then. And as a result of this 
ineident the fether made a final decision to come over. 
Perhaps if this had not happened the family today might 
still be living in China. 

Even today the boy's mother is affected by what 
happened and she does not know when she would be able to 


free herself of the obligations which came as a result of 
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the hanpening. 

In China in the olden days bandits roamed the country- 
side. They made it a specialty to loot the little tiny vill- 
ages because they knew possitively that the people could not 
offer any sort of resistance. These bandits roamed around in 
groups. liost of them Gy were poor people. And panditry was 
more or less their life work. And whenever a horde of bandits 
grooved” apon a tiny village, the people had just as much 
chance as a craft on a dark ang atety .8e5 

The village of Gan Tow was another one of the remote 
villages that one finds so much of in Chins. The population 
did not exceed a few hundred. The poorer people lived in 
little wooden shacks. The more prosperous lived in brick- 
built houses. And that alone would be enough to give the 
occupants away as people of wealth. 

Rumors were floating sroand by mouth chatter that 
a group of bandits had attacked a neighboring village. 
The people in Gan Tow hoped and prayed to the earthen 
gods that they might be spared any unfortunate visits 
by these bandits to their village. 

But all to no avail. One morning in esrly dawn 
the bandits rode down upon the village and caught it 
completely unaware. In spite of the fact that the people 
there knew that the bandits would be coming, they were caught 
off their guard. Nevertheless many had td‘good fortune to 
be able to escape. 


The majority of the people were asleep at the time. 
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‘The boy's father was awaken by the noise and chatter of the 
bandits. Instinct told him not to look and find out what it 
was that was causing sll the noise. He knew. He acted. He 
took the little boy up on the roof. There was a secret way 
up there that no one knew except mem&bers of the family. 
The boy's mother was asleep at the time. 
~ The father lesrned by the rugor that the bandits dia 
not capture any women from the neighborirg villeges. But 
unfortunately this time they did. In his haste to escspe 
hehe father completely forgetf,his wife. He thought that the 
bandits would leave as soon as they have looted the village. 
But again he was wrong. 

The bandits looted the whole village, burned all the 
store houses, kidnapped and captured every single person who 
did not escape. Many who departed from the villege never reteunned 
Be acral ate : 
| In his excitement in escaping the father dropped the little 
boy of the roof. The boy was almost killed. However he got well. 
The bandits left. The father came down. The furniture in the 
house were all broken. The servants were missing. His wife 
was missing. 

The father sat there alone and did not know what to do. 
He had a little money and he wished to get his wife back. But 
he knew that he would need a great deailnore before he could be 
able to pay the ransom. 

Many days passed by. There was no news as to what haa 


happened to the captives. 
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The father was worried. The blood and the bodies were 
still visifle to the eyes. The whole village was a hollow 
and desolate place. 

The bandits came Bak back four times. And every time 
the little nook tpi roof top saved the life of the boy and 
the man. The S mother was hidden away on a distant hill. 

Immediately after the fourth visit of the robbers the 
boy and the man moved over to Sak Kay. This city was larger 
and the bandits rarely or never visited it. 

The fether were making all sorts of negotiations with the 
bandits but all were no use. He could not reach them directly. 

A month sped by. 

During this time the father had met a man who knew 
another man who knew the bandits. And it was through this 
man that the father paid over the money and got his wife 
back. 

"And when my mother got back she was just a guant 
skeleton}. We lived in Sak Ksy until my mother got well. 

My father vorrow”e1 of his money in order to get my mother 
back. We were wiped out of our fortune and my father decided 
to come over and start anew." 

Thus ended this boy early ehildhood in Chins. 

I wanted to know about his life over here and I asked 
him, "Just what have youl been doing since you came over3" 

"We lived in San Francisco when we first cseme over. 

My two brothers were borned over there. My urns? worked 
day in and day out sewing clothes. My father managed to 


get a job working in the dollar store. I went to school 


in San Francisco. A few years later my family moved over 
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to Oakland. My father worked in the Dollar store in Oakland. 
Right now he is still working there. My mother continued 
with her sewing. I selled papers on the street corners. 
My father and mother make gust enough for living «expenses. 
My mother let me keep my own money and she let me do what 
I wish nithhe.s 

“Do You sell paper now?", I questioned him. 

ny heave been selling paper for the last two years. 
I managed somehow to save enough to buy myself a radio. 
I even took out a policy in life insurance which I paid 
for myself. Instead of paying quarterly premiums, I pay 
my premiums once a year. Every summer I go into the 
country and pick fruits. And during the school semesters 
I work at different school jobs. By doing all this work 
I make enough money for expenses and yet have enough to 
“spent for pleasure.” 

"What do you do in your spare time?" 

"On school days I do not have much time. I work after 
school. I do not go to the Chinese school." 

"What do you do for pleasure?" 

"Twice a week 1 go to my friend'S house to play mah 
jong (the good 014 reliable game). We play just for the 
fun of it. I never play for money. I am a regular movie 
fan. I go to the shows on the average of about two or three 
times a wedk. I resd books and I enjoy swimming. I play 
tennis every morning on Ssaturdags and Sundays at the Pirst 
Avenue Park." 

"Tell me about your work in the country." 


"Every summer I go into the country with a group of 
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boys. The year before last I went into a little town nesr 
Grass Valley. Last year I went into Courtland. This summer 
I went to the same place also. Years ago a person could 
make from fifty to a hundred dollars by picking fruits. 
Now a person is fortunate if he could make fifty dollars. 
This summer I went into the country too late. When I reached 
there the people were almeady started. I worked there a few 
weeks and “Ben I came out to Oakland. I went into another 
little town where I worked for a few days. I managed to make 
just a few dollars. Then 1 came out here again ana + went 
{nto another little town where I worked there 8 Sanaacet 
By this time school was almost begun. Altogether I made 
about forty dollars. It was through this work that I managed 
to pay my insurance premium." 

"Is the work very hard?" 

"To me it is not a FU I have been used to it. 
Some of the boys that went in with me pomelained about 
the pain in their back and shoulders. All of us have to 
get up early in the morning. The first thing we do $5 $0 
eat rice. And then we stant?work almost immediately. 
We work/antil five in the evening. Because of the fact 
that we have to get up eakly, we sbeep very early. 
In the evening group of boys and myself play, bridge. 
It was in the country that 1 learned how to play nae jonge 
Sometimes we have a day off and we do not have to work. 
On Sundays we do not work at all. During the days that 

LE Deal 

we are.off the boys and I WoSkd Yo into the neighboring 
towns eek, 508 a motion picture. " 
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"Why did you quit your newspaper work?" 

"When I was going to the gramer. schoolland the junior 
high school I did not have much homework to do. But when 
I started to go to high school I needed the time to do my 
work. It was for this reason that I quit my newspaper work. 
Instead of doing that I worked at a school job. I have to 
work after school for only a hour or two. Of eoedees do 
not make as much as I would if had continued with my news- 
paper work.” | 

I thought that this was enough questioning on my 

part about him so I changedthe subject and asked\him about - 
his father. 


"Do you remember what year that you and your father 


and your mother came over?" 
japan | 
"I do not know : what yeard came over. 


‘I think it was around 1924. I cannot remember anything 
about the trip at all.” 

"How old is your father and mother?" 

"My father is fifty three and my mother is thirty four. 
My small brother is nine years old and my other brother is abrnwl 
eleven years old." 

"The real reason for your father coming over is because 
of the bandits,is it not.?” 

"It is. And of course he came over fere to mace a living. 
And in spite of the fact that we are over here for a good 
many years we are still in debt. Somehow we do not make enough 
to pay back all of the money that my father vorrow fron 


his friends to pay for the ransom of my mother." 
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He continued, "My mother is slways sick. Already in the 
pasttew years she aiwready had three major operations. It's a 
wonder how she ever live through them. But the moment she 
gets well she work just as hard as ever. I have worked quite 
hard for a boy. But outside of a few colds an Littre small 
ailments I never had any major illness." 

"What do you plan to do after you finished high schodl3" 

"My father wants me to go back to study. Perhaps for 
a few years. And then I could come over again if I weés- 
wish. Or'I could stay back there and work there. I wish to 
be a mechanic. Perhaps a aviator. I would like very much to 
go to a mechanical school." 

By talking to this boy I knew that he did not have 
an easy life. He knows hardship and suffering. And because 
of that I know that he will, successful in whatever he wishes 
to doe He told me also that his father and mother planted 
to return to China someday and settle} there permanently. 

He saig, "Before I end my story I wish to tell you 
something quite humerous and yet rather sad. My father told 
me that when I was about two years old I was engaged to a 
girl baby who was about nine months old. In some of the more 
remote places in China in those olden days the parents pjanned 
the marriage of their sons and daughters way ahead of time. 
If I had stayed in China by now) would probably have married 
her. As it is,today she is married to another man. And I do 
not remember her at all. This incident is funny to me because 


{t 1s so quaint. Sad, because it still shows the backwardness 
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of our country. I have no doubt that even today many marriages 
are planned that same way." Mack. 
Thus did this boy ended his life story. I was faeinated 
by his whole life. 
By comparing his life to mine I know that I have 
missed a lot of excitement and adventure because of the 


fact that I was borned over here in America. 
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The Life Story of a Woman " [nei ies 


After interviewing youhg people for a time, I decided to 

Change a little and interview some older people. This time it 
is a middle age woman. Not quite middle age but almost thirty- 
five years of age. 

She came over here to America when she was a young @ 
lady in the year, 1919. To her it seemed long and she does not 
even remember the boat in which she came over. 

This woman was borned in a little village. She is the 
smallest child in a family of nine. The family lived in a 
two story shack. Besides the family there were elso a grand- 
mother and a grandfather living in the same house. The woman 
was married to her hasband without knowing whom he was. And 
she was not married until she landed in San Francisco. 

The husband, before he got married, was a farmer. He was 
poor and the woman was poor, snd their marriage was arranged 
before either one knew anything about it. 

They decided to get marry over in San Francisco since 
they were coming over. They had many friends over here whom 
they knew. And it was these s who lent them the money 
for the wedding celebration. 

After their marri&ége they went in Isleton to live. 

They stayed there seven years. A son was borned to them dur- 
ing this time. 

Living conditions there were not so hard for the family 
to get along. They owned a cow and it supplied the baby with 
milk. And the man owned many fruit trees. He also grew his 


own vegetables. And the family managed to get along fairly well. 
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The first few years in the country was not so bad. The 
family msde enough noney, that they even have a little saved up. 
After years of hard pene the family finally bought a 
little store. And they wered it Wing Hing Lee. The store selled 
groceries and other kind of foodstuffs. The family was able to 
move away from the little hut where they~em@mp~occupied for so 
long. 

The little town of Isleton at the time the family was 
living there,was just composed of a few blocks of land. Over 
ninety percent of the entire population was oriental people. 
They mingled together as one family. All of the houses ané 
stores in the town were built of wood. The streets were 
filled Jn sent pointed rocks snd it 1s quite difficult 
to drive a automobile over it. The streets, or to be more exact, 
the sidewalks were raised five or six inches from the ground. 

_ Almost all of the streets were made up of board. The thumping 
of the shoes Aor board \ was an everyday occurrence. 

Many years ago s fire swept over the town. The whole town 
was almost completely destroyed. It was after the fire that 
the family moved out to Oakland to live. All of their furniture 
and belongings were lost in the fire. Their house was just ashes, 
just atoms of ruin. 

Then they moved ont to Oakland and léved with a friena 
of theirs. This frined was a teacher. She taught the little 
boy mic how to read and write. 

The man managed to find a job in Berkeley. He was a 
cook and he cooked meals for students at a school. His wife 
was expecting another addition to the family. A son was borned 


to her many months later. He died of diptheria when he was five. 
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All of the time while the family was living in Vakland , 
they lived with this teacher. This teacher was slways sick. 
And she blamed it on the house as one of ill luck. She moved 
on the average of three times a year. Since the man and the 
woman could not have a house of their own they were obliged 
to move whenever the teacher moved. The constant ey ine to 
and fro was unbearable. The family finally rent a house of their 

own. 

| About this time the woman's brother arrived in San 
Francisco. He had just arrived from the orient. Due to the 
urging on the part of the brother, Gee atts wert over to 
the city and lived with him. Years later they moved over to 
Oakland agalig. Since then, the brother and the sister had 
been living together. 

I wished to know about her early ghildhood and her 
early life in America in more detail. 

I questioned her. 

"Do you remember anything about your childhoods" 

"Why, of course. I remmm remembered that 1 was the only 
one in my family who did not have bindsd fect. You know I do 

not include the boys. Girls in those days were considered 
cousse and rough when the possessed big feet. My father was 
directly oppossed to the binding of woman's feet. My mother 
had jast the opp@site view. She binded the feet of all my 
gisters in order to be sure that it was well done. I was hard- 
ly seven when my mother decided to bind my feet. 1 was against 
it. So was my father. He sided with me. There were many argu~ 


between my father and mother over my feet. 
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“However, in the end I won ont. And my mother saiaé that 
as sure as the earth does turn I would marry a poor man. It 
did came out true, although I personally do not think that it 
was the feet that decided it.” 

She continued takling about her family life. 

"I lived in a large family. Amy Ana my father worked on 
the land. Wig were poor people. yl ean enough to eat. We sold 
some of our crops to have some money to buy other things. 

If I remembered correctly, wy childhood was just work and more 
work. And since we lived on the land all of us hely’wi th the 
farming. None of my brothers and sister ever went to school 
until they were grown men and women. My father taught me a little 
at home waenever he had the tme. er fa jhe not supposed to 

know eae much in the village where @=;s--_ lived." 

She continued, and talk about her life over in America. 

"I was almost twenty when I got married. I was married 
here in the United States} I remembered a great celebration 
and there was many friends whom I have not seen since my 
childhood. They all came over when T stil a baby. After my 
marriage I went into Isleton to live. My husband has been a 
farmer& all his life and he could do the sort of country work 
that is required of him. We owned 3 orchard out there and 
every year when the fruits get ripe we ure! way men to help 
with the crop. lihen I moved in there I only knew a few people. 
Some of the people that I knew speak a different dialect than 
that of mine. It is very difficult to talk to each other. 
Country life is not easy to those who are not used to it. 


In the evening we sleep early and in the morning we woke up 
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early. Petseewa ts: I did all of the coaking on a coal oil 
stove. I celd not remember definitely, but I think we have gas 
for lighthing Ws purposes. 

"Did you worked as hard in Isleton as ‘y when you was af 
little girlz” 

MAUL a life I worked hard. In China I was praisedty 
everyone who knew me as a very helpful and obedient girl. of 
course I could do better work than all of sisters because 
IT aid not have to walk around on two or three inches of qu 
-squere feet. Sometimes I wond how the people could ever 
get alongs 

"My mother has pee tial cae feet that d ever saw on any~ 
one. Yet she could go up the stairs and walk just as easily 
as I could. The people who have binded feet walked as though 
they are walking on stilts." 

"Is it because of the fire that you moved out to 
‘Osklend?" 

"Phe fire was one of the chief reason why we moved out. 
Business began to dwindle after a few years in the country. 

We sold our store to another man. »I really think that even if 
the fire had not destroyed our house we would have moved out 
nena city inevitably.” 

"What kind of work did you do since coming out to 
Oakland?" 

"T have been sewing clothes lately. But the pay is not 
as high as it used to be. I do all sort of odd jobs. When- 

a friend of mine have a baby I go over to her house and help 
for a few days&\, 1 worked in the cannery in thevanning season. 


By doing all sorts of work I managed to get along." 


eS . 


“a e - 
vest oi ai ais 


+) iy ; <p 2 
ses . Be { ata 
‘ae ca “ ey 
. oe xnow BOY 4, 


ae) i- 


ee 
we 


I knew that the husband of this woman had never been 
to school. He could not read a single word of the Chinese 
language. And because of that he is not able to work at 
jobs that demanded a fluent understanding of the eee 
guages. 

Right now he is working at a Chinese food store. His 
job is to deliver goods to the customers and to collect money. 
He aA at the store. But he come home to sleep. Because the 
woman eats alone she @oes not have to Peace naek money for 
food. 

The woman now haw three children. The youngest is slmost 
@ year old. If the other had not died there would be five 
persons in the family. 

The woman is very careful sbout spending money. She 
only spends it when only absolutely necessary. She does not 
have any luxuries and she is not extravagant. I think thet 
this family represents a great percentage of the families in 
the United States as far as the living conditions are con- 
cerned. | 

Although I did not ask this woman whether she plans to 
go back to Chins or not, + am sure that if I had ssked her, 
the answer would be in the affirmative. 

Whenever the question is asked of a person as to why dvto 
a eaten Over to America,nine chances out of ten the answer 
would be that they came over here to make a living. 

I asked this woman,"Could you not make a living in 
China just as wekk in Chins?" 

"In China we do not spesk of America as America. 


We called it @um Sern. Translated it means the Golden Hills. 


In the little village there are all sort of stories about 
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this country. The talk is that this land is overflowing with 
gold. And also that nobody is poor here. lie decided that 
Since the gold is flowing so freely timat we might just as well 
be among those to get s part of it. In spite of the fact 
that America is a rich nation the talk is a little exsgeersted. 
Some of the people who lived in the little villages all 
their y bélieved that Ameriésa is rich and overflowing 
with gold.” 
This woman worked hard all her life. She é@oes not 
have much time for pleasure. But she is happy as she is. 
Bochepe if she were to change place with a another 
woman she would probably not do it. 
On the whole Chinese woman do a lot of hard work. 
And they seemed to besr it without any trouble. This 
Bresca, 16,00 exception. 
She will cont) nued to work and saved and when she 
‘have enough she would return home and spend the rest of her 


life there. 
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The Life Story of a Woman 


f After interviewing young people for a time, I decided to 
change a little and interview some older people. This time it is 
fa middle aged woman. Now/quite middle aged but almost thrity-five 
\_/ years [Of agey NX 
UNL 


She came over here in America when she was a young lady in 
the year 1919. To her it seem& long/and she does not even remember 
the boat in which she came over. 


This woman was born in a little village. She is the smallest 
ehild in a family of nine. The family lived in a two story shack. 
Besides the family there were also a grandmother and grandfather 
living in the same house. The woman was married to her husband with- 
out knowing who he was and she was not married until she landed in 
San Francisco, ; 


The husband, before he got married, was a farmer. He was 
poor and the woman was poor, and their marriage was arranged | by) 
either one knew anything about it. 


They decided to get married over in San Francisco since they 
ware coming over. They had many friends over here whome they knew. 
And it was these friends who loaned them the money for the wedding 
celebration. 


After thet® marriage they went to Isleton to live. They 
stayed there seven years. A son was born to them during this time. 


Living conditions were not so hard for the family to get along. 
They owned a cow and it supplied the baby with milk. And the man 
owned many fruit trees. He akiso grew his own vegetables. And the 
family managed to get along fairly well 


The first few years in the country was not so bad. The family 
made enough money so that they even have a little saved UPe 


‘After years of hard work the family fainlly bought a little 
store. [And they named it Wing Hing He@ 5) The store seld groceries 
and other kind of foodstuffs. The family was able to move away from 
the little hut where they occupied for so long. 


The little town of Isleton, at the time of the family was 
living there, was just canposed of a few blocks of land. Over niney 
percent of the enttre population was oriental people. They mingled 
together as one eat TEE All of the houses and stores in the twon 
were build of wood. e streets were filled with sherp pointed 
rocks, and it is quite difficult to drive an automobile over it. 

The streets, or to be more exact, the sidewalks were raised five or 
six inches from the ground, Alm@t all of the streets were made up 

of board. The thumping of the shoes on the board was an everyday 
occurrence « 


Many years ago a fire swept over the twon. The whole town 
was almost complegely destroyed. It wa after the fire that the 
family moved out of Oakland to live. All of their Cok aac 8 and 
belongings were lost in the fire. Their house was jus ashes, 
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just atoms of ruin, 


Then they moved out to Oakland and lived with a friend of theirs. 
This friend was a teacher. She taught the little boy how to read 
and write. 


The man managed to find a job in Berkeley. He was a cook 
and he cooked meals for students at a school. His wife was expec- 
ting another addition to the family. A son was born to her many 
months later. He died of diptheria when he was five. 


All of the time while the family was living in Oakland, they 
lived with this teacher. This teacher was alwasy sick. And she 
blamed it on the house as one of ill luck. She moved on the aver- 
age of three times a year. Since the man and the woman could not 
have a house of their own they were obliged to move whenever the 
teacher moved. The constant moving to and fro was unbearable. 

The family finally rentsia house of their own. 


About this time the woman's brother arrived in San Francisco. 
He had just arrived from the orient. Due to the urging on the part» 
of the brother, the sister went over to the city ahd lived with . 
him. Years later they moved over to Oakland. Since then, the 
brother and the sister had been living together. 


I wished to know about her early childhood and her early 
life in America in more detail. 


I questioned her. 
"Do you remember anything about your childhood?" 


"Why, of course. I remember that I was the only one in my 
family who did not have binded feet. You know I do not include 

the boys. Girls in those days were considered course and rough’ 
when they possessed big feet. My father was directly oppssed to 

the binding of woman's feet. My mother had just the opposite view. 
She binded the feet of all my sisters in order to be sure that it 
was well done. I was hardly seven when my Mother decided to bind 
my feet. I was against it so my father was too. He sided withme. 
There were many arguments between my father and mother over my feet. 


"However, in the end I won out. And my mother said that as 
sure as the earth does turn I would marry a poor man. It did come 
out true, although I personally do not think that it was the feet 
that decdied it. 


She continued talking about her family life, 


"I lived in a large family. My father worked on the land. We 
were poor people. We grew enough to eat. We sold some of our 
crops to have some money to buy other things, If I reméber correctly 
my childhood was just work and more work. And since we lived on the 
land all of us helped with the farming. None of my brothers and 
sisters ever went to school until they were grown men and women. 

My father taught me a little at home whenever he had the time . 
Girls were not supposed to know too much in the village where I lived." 
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She continued and talked about her life over in America. 


"I was almost twenty when I got married. I was married 
here in the United States. I rember a great celebration and there 
ware many friends whom I have not seen since my childhood. They 
all came over when I was still baby. After my marriage I went 
into Isleton to livé. My husband has been a farmer all his life 
and he could do the sort of coutry work that is required of him. 
We owned an orchard out there and every year when the fruits get 
ripe we hired many men to help with the crop. When 1 moved in there 
I only knew a few people. Some of the people that I knew speak a 
different dialect than that of mine. It is very difficult to talk 
to each other. Country life is not easy to those who are not used 
to it. In the even we ‘sleep early and in the morning we woke up 
early. We worked hard. I did Yall of the cooking on a coal oil 
‘stove. I fouldynot remeber definitely, but I think we (have) gas 
for lighting purposes." 


on DL you work as hard in Isleton as when you were a little | 
girl: 


"All my life Ivworked hard. In China I was praised by every- 
one who knew me as a very helpful and obedient girl. oF course I 
could do better work than al of the sisters because I did not have 
to walk around on two or three inches of feet. Sometimes I wonder= 
ed how the people could ever get along with such small feet. 


"My mother has the tiniest feet that I ever saw on anyone. 
Yet she could go up the stairs and walk just as easily as I could, 
The people who have binded feet wlaked!as though they are walking 
on stilits,." “4h. 


Fn ol 


"Is it because of the fire that you moved out of) Oakland.? 


"The fire was one of the chief reasons why we moved out. 
Business began to dwindle after a few years in the country. We 
sold our store to another man. I really think that even if the fire 


had not destroyed our house we would have moved out to the city 
inevitably." } 


"What work did you do since coming out to Oakland?" 


"I have been sewing clothes lately, but the pay is not as 
high as it used to be. do all sort of odd jobs. When a friend 
of mine has a baby I go over to her house and help for a few days. 
I worked in the cannery in the canning season. By doing all sorts 
of work I managed to get along.” 


I knew that the husband of this woman had never been to school. 
He could not read a single word of the Chinese language. And be- 
cause of that he is not able to work at jobs that demanded a fluent 
understanding of the languages. 


Right now he is working at a Chinese food store. His job 
is to deliver goods to the customers and to collect money. He ‘east 
at the store. But he comes home to sleep. Because the woman eats 
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4. oF 
alone she does not have to spend so much money for food. 


The woman now has three children. The youngest is almost a 
year old. If the other had not died there would be five persons 
in the family. 


The woman is very careful about spending money. She only 
spends it when only absolutely necessary. She does not have any 
luxusies and she is not extravagant. I think that this family 
represents a great percentage of the oriental families in the 
United States as far as the living conditions are concerned. 


Although I did not ask this woman whether she plans to go 
back to China or not, I am sure that If I had asked here, the 
answer would be in the affirmative. 


Whenever the question is asked of a person as to why does 
@ person come over the sea to America, nine chances out of ten the 
answer would be that they came over here to make a living. 


I asked this woman, "could you not make a living in China 
ae as well?" 


“In China we do not speak of Amprica as America. We call it 
Gum Sarn. Translated it means the Golden Hills. In the little 
village there are all sort of stories about this country, The 
talk is that this land is overflowing with gold. And also that : 
nobody is poor here. We decided that since the gold is flowing so 
freely we might just as well be among those to get a part of it, 
In spite of the fact that America is a rich nation, the talk is a 
little exaggerated. Some of the people who lived in the little 
villages all their life really believed that America is rich and 
overflowing with gold, 


This woman worked hard all her life. She does not have mech 
time for pleasure. Byt she is happy as she is. Perhaps if she were 
to change place with another woman she would proably not do it. 


On the whole Chinese woman do a lot of hard work. And they 
seemed to bear it without any trouble. This woman is no exception, 


She will continue to work and save and when she has enough 
she would return home and spend the rest of her life there. 
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Little Girl,What Now? 


The ago hen I was about six years old, I remembered a 
family living right next door to us. The family was composed 
of nine persons. I remembered that they lived up in that house 
for more than four years. 

Now it seems so strange that I am writing s story about 
them. They were friends of my mother. When they wore living 
next to us, I did not pay any attention to their lives and 


| affairs. 


- The story about these people is very uncommon. One seldom 


hears of such a family story. 
! The nickname of the man is Slim. He is over six feet 


tall and he is very thin indeed. lanky and gawky.e His face is 


full of enlarged pores that appear: to »be red. His wife left him 


for over six years. She took the two smallest children with 


her. Both are girls. One son is in China right now. ‘The second 


'80n. The oldest son who went beck to China when he was a boy 
is over here now. No one knows where the mother sand the two 


little girls are. Or what they are doing. The father is work- 


ing with the oldest son. All the other boys are going to school. 


They ell live together in a little four room house which is not 
big enough to hold everything. 

today the family, or what's left of it, is getting slong 
the best they could. Without the care of a woman the children 
do not pay any attention to their appearance or the! appearance 
of the house. ‘Things are scattered all over the pjace. The 


clothes of the little boy could stand a little washing. They 


is too busy with his affairs to take care of the children. The 


- ehildren thenselves are too lazy to care for themselves. 


aie 


always appear as if they needed a bath or a haireut. The father 


ee 


; | | | (2) 


And in the streets the 01d women whispered, "Conditions 
are like that without the care of a woman in the house. It is 
a pity. The wife is no good or she would not leave her husband. 
To think that the children conld have the courage to go out 
in the condition they are in. It is too shameful." 

Many years ago a family moved out of Fresno to Oakland. 
They rented a house in Chinatown. The house was big enough to 
live in although it was not very large. ‘The father had been in 
the sign-painting business for many years in that town, but 
he decided to come out to Oakland as the conditions here were 
better. iihen he moved out he did not have much money to his 
name. It happened that we were living right next door to them. 
The man got acquainted with us. We had a little store right 
next door to the man's house. ‘The man wad lietuaniy offered a 
job to work for us at a small salary. It was enough for him 
to buy food tut was insufficient to pay for the rent, gas, water, 
and electric. For many months the man borrowed money from us 
to pay for the bills that he owed the companies. iie obliged as 
we wanted to help the man out. Although we: were a large family 
we were able to lend him money without suffering any ill effects. 
Month after month the same thing happened. We knew it could not 
go on forever. So one day the man was told that he must fina 
another job for himself which would give him better pay. He did. 
He made more money but he did not make enough to pay back his 
debts to us. It was here that the gambling business help“him 
out. He bought a ticket one day and he won. He won ovef a 
thousand dollars. Siecun aes all of his debts to us. 


But money was too much of a temptation for him. He was 


tempted to spend it on things that were anecessary. It was at 
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He began to spend 


mney vegan to destroy him. 
at p He sequired the habit until he was spending more 
A then Pine dollars a. day. Later the price of opium went up and 
he was. spending more than ten dollars a day. The wife was very 
patient and stood it all out. ‘She knew that it was too late 
; for the man to break his habit. The man began fo heat Wein’ 
ana soon he was like a living skeleton. On days that he had 
ees no opium to smoke he grew listless .and tired and he appeared 
ae little strange. On those days he was very cranxy and 

: —quarelsone. The moment he had ali bttevapien he was an& en- 
_tirely different man. He talked, laughed, and chatted with 
Me eee ons like an ordinary person. But the price of opium was 
Be vat effectively taking its course. The man's face 
became pale and sickly like an anemic. His body was just 
bones covered by a thin layer of dissipated flesh. 
Now the wife was very young and beautiful. She had a 
as complexion. Perhaps she was not the type of person 
Pbk pecome a wife. She was delicate and charming. Men turned 
pe and look at her twice when she was taking a walk down 
the streets. She attracted attention without trying. She 
hea, as the Americans called it, IT. She grew tired of family 


“life and bearing children. ‘She wished to enjoy life while 


“ua in patel ty All that he care for now is his opium. Other 


ngs in his life were forgotten while’ puffing away at the 
gee eof the POPPY+ His ambition, his life, his wife, his 
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She ran away from home with a brother who sympathized with her. 
However, she lster came back to her husband because of the 
persuasion of the children and the husband. ‘The man promised 
to. break his habit: of opium smoking.’ He dia for a week. But 
the temptation was too great. He went back to the opium again. 
It was unavoidable. | 

Now something happened that coubd reunite this family 
agein. But Gio not due to the man's fault. One night 
while enjoying the hilarious drowiness of the pipe, the man 
was arrested in a raid. He was sentenced to six mont ht of 
jail. Now the wife was hapoy as she knew that in jail the 

husband could break his habit. ‘he first few weeks in jail 

| the husband was in a sort of nightmare. Without his smoke 
he was not himself. He took Sick, but day by day and little 
by little he managed to get along. At the end of six months 
he was an entirely different man. He was once more the strong 
virile man again. He gained a great deal weight. He seemed 
to be a new man ready for a new life. ‘The wife was extremely 
haopy to see her husband like the former man shé once knew. 

But once more that old devil, opium, reared its ugly 
head into the scene. ‘The temptation was ureing, pushing, 
waiting. It beckoned, it urged, and finally it conquered. 
The man was once again on his way down the road to ruin. ‘THis 
time he will never come back. ‘here will be no more conguering 
of the habit. This time he was doomed. He was finished. He 
was dead and yet alive. 

The wife was truly disappointed. She left him once more. 


The husband started a frantic search for her, but all to no 


avail. Once it a while it is said that she was seen with this 
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man and that man. She had become a woman of the streets. Today 


the family do not speak of her. The father wondered what had 
become of the two eget ick iarous The son in China knew 
nothing as to what happened. Meanwhile the woman continued with 
her sensualization. The man with his opium. The children con- 
tinued with their dull lives. All are content to let nature 
takes its course. 


The man is forty-nine. He married in China when he was 


twenty-two. Came over with his wife immediately. All seven 


children are born in California. ‘Five were born in Fresno. 
The AEE two in Oaxland. 

And so the earth keeps turning and the river flows on, 
but life, good and bed, goes on and on forever. 


Over here in America the man worked in the sign-painting 


business. He took up the profession because he could do that 


sort of work. After a great success in the business he went 
puok to get married. de brought his wife over and he con- ) 
tinued with his business. And here the habit of a typical 
Chinese came in. He had one child after another. soon lo 
and behold there were five. And two more were yet to come. 
seven children is just the average number of children in an 
oriental family. It has been said that every fourth child 
born in the workd is a Chinese. 

And that coninde us of Phe iice we heard. 

A negro woman had given birth to three children. One of 
her friends told her that every fourth child born was a Chinese. 


The woman was terrified. When the friend asked her why, she 


wt 


answered, "I am expecting a fourth child soon. 


fhe man because he had a family was not making enough to 


he me ye | 
het oot 
“te fie I 


He a moved tail to dakiand site de that perhaps 


ere iden would be better. As it was, it did not 
make much aifference. While the man was foolishig spending 
gs his Wendy he did not pay for any of his bills that he wwe the 
food stores. When a certain food store wofild not allow him - 
any more credit, he went to another food store snd buy from 
the foods there on credit. When that store would not allow 
: him any more credit, he Wen Ue pnovher store. Soon there 
was no store which he coulda buy from on credit. 
pe People understood the situation the man was in and they 
ata not make him pay too fast. 
ty Once again the bad, gambling business came to aid him 
i again. | 
This time he won five thousand donee: He paid all of 
his bills. He paid all of his debts. Deducting all of hip: 
a, Beene he got about a thousand dollars left, 
Rs Now the man had a grand time spending it all. 
Opium, opium, morphine.., 

: These are familiar ee in the man's life. 

He had injections in his arms. He wasted his time in 
pleasures. Life was sweet. Money, opium, lottery, all were 
ee ‘Pleasures, sex, woiten, “all-were desirable. 
‘Health, home, children, all were drowned in the web of life. 
¥ _ Life was whirling ey Life was precious. Money was 
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What could he teach his sons? Shall he tell them that if they | 
agquired the habit they will be a driea-up ana weaken Like him? 
Shoujd he tell them that life, home, and children are nothing 
so long as 4 person is an opium smoker? What should he teach 
them, the bhittle innocent persons who remained unspotted by 
the years. Should he tell them about affairs in which love 
was murdered? Shall he tell them that life is but a net which 
is to snere and entansle men with falsified ideas? 

Here is a man, a guilty, a polluted person. How could 
he implore his children to remain as they are? ‘Must he not 


become a man again? 


And the little boys and the little girls, what now? 
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i I guess the one thing wrong with having a store is 

: that people come in and ask for money now and then. Even 
though one does not ask for much, a little money given out 
each day would angat to a great deal of money in the long run. 
Sometimes a poor man with old broken rags would come in and 
ask for a dime or a nickel. Other times old men would come 

in and ask for anything they could get. Sometimes when I 

am in the store I would go into the kitchen and get something 
out for them. I would take one or two oranges, perhaps 

some pieces of bread and some crackers. These I would give 

to the poor men, and they would thank me for them. But when 
my brother or sister is in the store ean ee not pay any 
attention to these old men. Because, as ny brother said once, 
"You give things to these people once, then they would come 
pack again and again until they are a nuisance." kaa strangely 
enough, everybody that has gotten anything from any of us 

come back not once, but three’ four times, and we have a hard 
time getting rid of them, for they think they could go on 
getting things from us always. And since with a large family 
there is hardly anything left over from meals, we are fortunate 
to exe enough for ourselves. 

So I made up my mind that from now on if anybody comes 
into the stowe again, 1 would turn them away politely and 
then they would not come back ever again. 
= . One day an old woman of about forty-five years of age 


came into the store. I was sweeping the floor, since 
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business was very quiet at this time of the day. At first 

ai though that perhaps the lady was a person who ae in to 
buy something, but when 1 looked at her closely, i knew I 

was wrong. She was ragged looking, exhausted and completely 
tired out. Her face was all wrinkled up, and the lines 

were like deep canals streaked across her dried up face. 

She carried a big black bag in her hands, and she walked 
Slowly, stooping toward the floor. She was rather tall, about 
five feet seven inches in height, and by her appearance I 
judged her to be forty-five years of age. 

She came slowly toward me. "Is there something that I 
can do? Sweep the floors and wash the windows or perhaps 
you have some broken socks that I can mend," and she dangied 
a small pool of thread in front of my eyes. 

By coming elose to me, I could see that her shoulders were 
bent, and she talked in a voice that somehow managed to get 
breathless now and then. 

"I have worked a11 morning," she said slowly, "and Il 
haven't made enough yet. I got bo pay rent and Christmas 
would be here soon." There was a sob in her voice, and she 
was indeed pathetic looking. Her gray hair were sthesked 
in uneven masses around her wrinkled face. 

"I don't know," I said, "I have to ask the boss first." 

"Any kind of work, any kind of work, i'm willing to do," 
she pleaded, looking me straight in the eyes. 

I Hag in the back of the store where the boss was busily 
adding the figures of the month, and I said to him, "Outside 


there's a woman who is looking for work to do. I don't know 
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what to do with her." 

"Tell her that there's nothing for her to do," the boss 
said. He was very busy and evidently he was having a little 
trouble with his figures. te was in a very bad temper. 

"She said she was willing to do anything," I said. 

"Tell her there's nothing today," the boss said in a) 
cross voice. There was nothing to do except to go out and tell 
the woman that there was peeack for her. But when + turned 
around there she was standing in the doorway looking at the 
two of us. 

"I got to have work to do, I must. My rent is due 
tomorrow and 1 have to pay it. 1 do anything snd do it cheap." 

She kept staring at the floor. 

"I can sweep this floor and clean it up for you." She 
Saw the broom in the corner, and she picked it up and began 
sweeping the floor. The boss just sat therebid didn't pay 
any attention to the old woman. I went out to the front of 
the store again. After awhile 1 heard mumblings coming from 
the back of the store and the sound of the broom scratching on 
the wooden floor. I went inside to see how the work was going 
on. ‘he boss was sitting near the window still struggling 
with the figures. The old woman had taken off her coat 
and was busily sweeping the place up. She was wearing a plain 
gingham dress, very dirty and old, and her long woolen under- 
wear with long sleeves came slipping down to her elbows. Her 


hands were all shriveled up, like the sagging skin of a dry 


apple. Her lips kept moving, and strange sounds came out 


of her mouth. I stood there and looked at her, but she 
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a All the time that she was working 
she did not. stop eves tint to herself. When she fetgiahed the 


* _ boas askea@ her, “How much?" 
"Ten cents," she said. 

‘The boss was surprised not quite believing his eyes that 
he had heard right. 

"Only ten cents?" he asked. 

"Yes," she replied. 

"Can you clean rooms?" 

"I do any kind of work,” she said. 

a: "You can clean the room at the back," the boss told her. 
| The woman took off her coat and went into the small 
es ; room. She came out very soon, in fact too soon that it madé . 
me suspicious. How could anyone eae a room that fast and | 
do a good job of it. The boss took out fifty cents from his 
olen pocket and gave it to the woman. I could see that she was 
et padly shaken up, for she probably hadn't seen a fifty cents 
piece for a long time. With trembling hands she put her coat 
a on and went outside. She was unable to say anything. 
o After she left, 1 said to the boss, "That woman is kind 
of arazy." 

"Go back to your work,” the boss said loudly. I was 
completely taken back, for he had never spoken to me like that. 
All. afternoon I could see that the boss was uncomfortable, and 1 
was greatly puzzled by the way he acted. I began to think of 


pret cane? women and wondered why she affected the boss | 
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front door bell ringing. I was asleep in the back of the 
store, but the continuous ringing woke me up. 1 dressed 
quickly. ‘the boss atan't come to the store until nine or 
ten. 

1 opened the door &hd there the ten cents woman was 
standing, holding her black bag and the small pool of thread. 

"Whst do you wish?" I asked her, while she was mumbling 
to herself. 

"Is there any work for me todey?” 

"The boss isn't here yet," I told her. 

She came close to me and spoke almost into my face. 

"Any kind of work, any kind, ten cents, just 6en cents. 
Sweep the floors, or old socks to mend, ten cents. My rent 
is due, please, ten cents.” 

I came into the store, and she followed me right in and 
refused to leave. ; 

"The boss would not be in until nine;" I told her. 

"Just ten cents, mister, ten cents," she kept on saying. 

There was nothing that I could do except to pay no 
attention to her. 1 told her to stay in the store and wait 
for the boss. I went back to sleep. When I woke again at 
nine, she was standing at the exact place where + left her, 
mumbling to herself. When the boss came in I told him about 
the woman. He told her to dust the shelves and e#ep swéep 
the store out. she did a tery poor job of it. She made such 
a mess of the shelves that I found it necessary after she 1éft 
to rearrange everything. After she finished work, she collected 


: ; her money and went away. She was getting $o be a nuisance, not 
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She refused to leave, 


she would do any work for ten cents. 


- and when the boss came out again he saw her. He gave her 
— a dime and told her to go sway. 

I had a great deal of trouble with her. She came at 

ori hetta: sometimes three or four times a day and every day 
she said the same Lieaeeiaweat her rent and so forth. Whenever 
the boss was around, he would give her a dime. Sometimes 1 

; “would give her a dime so that she would go away and not bother 
a me. All during the Christmas week she came and went. After 
sitieteas I saw her no more. She seemed to have disappeared 
entirely away. The boss asked one day, "Did the ten cents 
e... woman come today?" 

ee "She has not bean in for many days," I told him. 

: fhe next day there was an article in the paper about a 
woman who had “RES herself to death. I recognized the 
picture as that of the ten cents woman. 

i "W, should not have given her the money," the boss said, 
when 4 showed him the paper. “She probably saved it up. 

= ‘spena it in one big blow on Christmas. 

» In the. days that followed I noticed that whenever 1 
— aime in my hand a would suddenly think of the ten 
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The man who gives out food tells him, "From now on, 
come every other week. We don't give out food every week now." 
j Stevens is surprised. 
"Every other week?" 
"Yes," the man tells him. 
Stevens doesn't understand. He is puzzled. 
He goes out into the street. He says to himself, "Pretty 
soon they'd say, 'Come every two or Darhays three weeks." Hell, 
B13 stay home and I won't walk up here so far to get so little." 
Old man Stevens spat into the ground, and squints his eyes. 
He carries his food back to his half starved family. 
"Well, we got this much this week anyway," he says {oth (ubete, 


He into the sidewalk, and continues his way home. 
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